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          Sister Pierina Andreucci, MPF 

 

             Bolsena (VT)  May 19, 1926 
 

             Rome    July 3, 2019 
 

 

 

 

Sister Pierina Andreucci was born in Bolsena (VT) on May 19, 1926. She lived her childhood in 

San Lorenzo Nuovo, a small village overlooking the splendid Lake Bolsena.  

 

Typical of the children of the Diocese of Montefiascone, she was educated at the school of the 

Maestre Pie participating in all the parish activities especially those of the Catholic Action. 

 

Sister Pierina entered the Diocesan Institute of the Maestre Pie Filippini on November 5, 1942  and 

having completed her period of formation, she made her Perpetual Oblation on October 7, 1947. 

 

Her Master's Degree qualified Sister Pierina to teach in the primary school and having achieved the 

necessary requirements she taught in the State Schools. 

 

Sister Pierina spent many years in Piansano. She was full of life, always with a smile on her face and 

ready to encourage or to console those who required her assistance. Our remembrance of her will 

always remain one of esteem and gratitude for all her accomplishments. 

 

After joining the Pontifical Institute of the Maestre Pie Filippini, she continued to work as superior 

and teacher in various places: Manciano, Capalbio, Borgo Carige, Pomonte, centers in lower 

Tuscany which belonged to the Dioceses of Sovana, Pitigliano, Orbetello. She also ministered in 

other nearby places: S. Quirico, Proceno, Orvieto, Bolsena. 

 

During the summer she was available to collaborate with local and diocesan groups organizing 

summer camps for children. 

 

Known as a humble and strong woman, she faced difficulties with a spirit of obedience and trust, 

certain of the Lord’s help. She was pleasant and humorous in her relationships, communicating the 

joy of a consecrated person.  In her local community she was cordial, welcoming and open to 

dialogue.  

 

During her long illness, Sister Pierina was lovingly assisted by our  sisters at Volto Santo. She 

always remained docile, serene and prayerful until she returned to the Lord on July 3, 2019. 

 

Anyone who knew Sister Pierina thanked the Lord for having met her on life’s journey. She was a 

good example of an exemplary Maestra Pia, a faithful follower of the spirit and teachings of our 

Founders Saint Lucy Filippini and Cardinal Mark Anthony Barbarigo. 

 

Her body rests in a tomb of the Institute at Bolsena.  
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                      Sister Mary Del Bonis, MPF 
 

               Cranston, RI  October 20, 1912 
 

               Morristown, NJ   July 3, 2019 
 

 

Sister Mary Del Bonis, 106,   after a long and fruitful life,  died on 

Wednesday, July 3, 2019, in the Saint Joseph Hall Infirmary at Villa 

Walsh, Morristown, New Jersey. 

 

Sister Mary Del Bonis born in Cranston, Rhode Island, October 20, 

1912,  entered the Institute of the Religious Teachers Filippini on June 27, 1934. She received her 

religious habit on July 7, 1935  and made her Perpetual Oblation on July 3, 1938.   

 

Sister Mary received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Seton Hall University in Elementary Education  

and served the community as an elementary school teacher for forty-three years. She taught in the 

following schools: Saint Mary of the Lake in Watkins Glen, New York; Saint James and Saint 

Joachim, Trenton, New Jersey; Our Lady of Sorrows, Jersey City, New Jersey; Our Lady of Libera, 

West New York, New Jersey; Our Lady of Mount Virgin, Garfield, New Jersey; Saint Joseph, 

Hammonton, New Jersey; Holy Family, Nutley, New Jersey; Purification of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, Ellwood City, Pennsylvania; Saint Nicholas of Tolentine, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Our 

Lady of Mount Carmel, Bristol, Rhode Island; Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Meriden, Connecticut; 

Saint Pius X, Westerly, Rhode Island; and Saint Mary, Cranston, Rhode Island; and served as 

pastoral minister in Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Bristol, Rhode Island. 

  

In 2001, Sister Mary retired at Villa Walsh and happily assisted with household chores until she was 

admitted to Saint Joseph Hall in 2012. During her years in Saint Joseph Hall much of her day was 

absorbed in prayer and Eucharistic Adoration. Her spirit of prayer was an inspiration to the entire 

community.   

  

In his homily Father Ron Sordillo, celebrant at her Mass of Resurrection, expounded on Sister 

Mary’s life of prayer: 

   

“Sister Mary loved God so much that she spent much time in the Chapel alone with God, loving God 

and being with God.  Sister Mary has labored and worked a long time for God. She loved, pleased, 

and served God. Now all her wishes and desires are fulfilled.  She sees God face to face.”  

  

These are excerpts of a letter from Sister Ascenza Tizzano, Provincial Superior, who was at the 

General Chapter, Rome, at the time of Sister Mary’s passing: 

  

 “How proud we each were to share that we had a sister among us who was 106 years old and still 

able to be so much part of her religious community.  At the same time, we are even more gratified to 

say that we had a sister 106 years old who lived a very fruitful and prayerful life to the very end. 

Our Lady, the Saints and the Angels filled her everyday life on earth, and now she shares eternity 

with them.  May she reap the rewards of a faithful daughter of Saint Lucy.  

  

Sister Mary leaves many special memories behind.  Although she requested that nothing be recorded 

of her praiseworthy life, memories of her are engraved forever in our hearts and will remain 

legendary.” 

 

Her remains are in Ave Maria Cemetery at Villa Walsh, Morristown, New Jersey.  
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              Sister Assunta Falco, MPF 
   

              Nociglia (Lecce)        November 4, 1944 
  

               Rome     July 26, 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

Sister Assunta Falco was born in Nociglia (LE) on November 4, 1944. She entered the Institute 

of the Maestre Pie Filippini on September 6, 1958. Sister received the religious habit on August 27, 

1961, and made her Perpetual Oblation on August 30, 1965.  

 

Sister Assunta carried out her educative apostolate in various houses of the Institute: Scurcola 

Marsicana (AQ), Nettuno-Istituto (RM), Nettuno-Casa del Sole (RM), Tarquinia (VT),  Roma-Via 

Arco dei Ginnasi, Terracina (LT), Roma-Via Trevignano Romano, Spoleto (PG), and Otranto (LE), 

initially as an assistant teacher and after receiving her diploma,  she served as a teacher in the 

elementary school. She had the task of local superior, always demonstrating a sense of responsibility 

and of belonging to the Institute.  

 

Sister Assunta was dedicated to her teaching with great passion.  She always tried her best in the 

delicate task of forming the new generations, and participated in courses to update her in every field. 

Precise and attentive to every detail, she guided her classes with order, discipline, and intelligence. 

Sister worked intensely so that every student make the best use of their talents. She succeeded in 

establishing a sincere and loving rapport with all her students, In turn, they were very fond of her.  

Even today they remember her with gratitude. 

 

Meek, reserved and very sensitive were among her many positive traits. She loved silence, which 

allowed her to cultivate her life of prayer with fidelity. In love with the Word of God, she daily 

meditated on it and searched to deepen her knowledge. Making use of every means, she  rendered  

more effective catechetical services and responded to the needs of the children she taught. 

 

Struck with a grave illness while still young, she was forced to abandon her activities and transfer to 

the Volto Santo, where she was cared for with much love by the Sisters. Her health declined very 

rapidly and almost by surprise she left this world to encounter her Spouse on July 26, 2019.  

 

Her body rests in the family tomb at Nociglia (LE).  

 

 

 

“Lucy lived the mystery of the Church 

by making the mission of Christ her own: 

to proclaim the Good News of the kingdom.” 
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                  Sister Mary Pezzino, MPF 
 

              Silver Lake, NJ  January 30, 1925 
 

              Morristown, NJ  July 26, 2019 

 
Sister Mary Pezzino,  94,  died peacefully and quietly on Friday,  July 

26, 2019, at Saint Joseph Hall Infirmary.  She  had a number of close 

death experiences which afforded   the opportunity for the sisters to stand 

closely about her in prayer and loving concern many times prior to her final passing.   

 

Father Nick Figurelli, celebrant for Sister Mary’s Mass of Christian Burial, was honored that Sister 

Mary requested him to be the celebrant.  He spoke warmly of the many times he visited with her and 

all they shared when he served at Saint Joseph Hall.   

 

Sister Mary was born in Belleville, New Jersey,  January 30, 1925.  She entered the Institute of the 

Religious Teachers Filippini on February 2, 1940, received the religious  habit on June 15, 1941 and 

made her Perpetual Oblation on August 27, 1944.   

 

Sister Mary was awarded a Bachelor of Arts degree in Elementary Education from the College of 

Saint Elizabeth, Convent Station, New Jersey.  She taught in the middle school in the Archdioceses 

of Newark, New Jersey;  Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Hartford, Connecticut; and in the Dioceses of 

Trenton,  Metuchen, Camden,  New Jersey and Cleveland, Ohio.   

 

Sister Mary was Principal and Superior at Saint Jerome School in West Long Branch, from 1962 – 

68, and at Saint James School in Trenton from 1972 - 1978.  She retired in 2002 at Saint James 

Convent in Trenton.  In 2005, she entered Saint Joseph Hall Infirmary and remained there until her 

passing.  

 

Wherever Sister Mary was assigned or whatever she was asked to do, she accomplished her roles 

meticulously and responsibly.  She took pride in her every endeavor and that is the reputation she 

continued to maintain. Sister Mary’s nieces and nephews held a great appreciation and fondness for 

their Aunt.    

 

In the last years of her illness, Sister Mary won the hearts of the nursing staff and all those who took 

care of her and visited her. Sister Laura Longo, Superior at Saint Joseph Hall, confirmed this in her 

tender tribute on the day of her funeral: "Sister Mary, had a sweetness and sincerity that made you 

smile. She was appreciative of every small kindness.  Even though we will miss Sister Mary sitting 

next to the nurses' station working on her word search puzzles,  choosing the right color for her 

floral art, and quietly, and simply completing  her task, surely these memories of her will linger, and 

smiles will surface.      

 

We are reminded of these words from our Constitutions Article 79:  “Christ Himself forms in a 

special manner those whom He has chosen and whoever follows the path He indicates will attain the 

fullness of His love.”  

 

Sister Mary was chosen and she cooperated fully. The just will be glad and rejoice before God. They 

will celebrate with great joy. And our Sister Mary will be right there, leading the praise.”  

 

Her remains are in Ave Maria Cemetery at Villa Walsh, Morristown, New Jersey.           
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          Sister Maria Annunziata Serago, MPF 

 

             Riccia (CB)   June 24, 1926 
 

             Rome    August 13, 2019 
 

Sister Annunziatina Serago, born in Riccia (CB) on June 24, 1926, 

entered the Institute of the Religious Teachers Filippini on November 8, 

1942. She received the religious habit on November 21, 1944 and made 

her Perpetual Oblation on October 5, 1947. 
 

She was sent to Bitonto in 1945, at the young age of nineteen and remained there until August 2018, 

when due to reasons of health was transferred to Volto Santo. She returned to the Lord at dawn on 

August 13, 2019. 

 

While in Bitonto, Sister Annunziatina consumed her life day after day, leaving behind an 

unforgettable record. Without any care for herself, she was totally available: she put on her apron as 

a symbol of service and carried out her tasks with dignity and pride, tasks even beyond the kitchen,  

so as to say: “I am ready, if you need help.” 

 

All the people who had come to know her, experienced her sweetness, her amiability and her 

sensitivity. The Sisters, teachers and the students remember her as an attentive mother always ready 

to welcome and satisfy their needs and requests. She treated everyone with extreme delicacy and 

understanding, especially in moments of difficulty and illness. Sister Annunziatina will always 

remain in the heart and memory of the people of Bitonto with her smile and humble goodness that 

surely touched their hearts. 

 

Many were the expressions of admiration by persons she knew: "The memory of Sister Annunziatina  

lives forever… the delicate joy of my childhood spent in the Institute… her ever loving smile was 

quiet and discreet… I will never forget her silent presence." 

 

She was a Maestra Pia, a worthy daughter of Saint Lucy Filippini whom she loved with tender 

devotion.  She often turned to our heavenly Mother, whom she invoked since childhood under the 

title of “Our Lady of Mount Carmel.” Whenever she could, she spent much time in the chapel to 

pray for every one. What distinguished her were her virtues of humility, simplicity, silence, and 

great charity. She never spoke ill of anyone, nor did an offensive word or lament ever issue from her 

mouth. She always had words of forgiveness and of excuse. 

 

The transformation of the school kitchen into a canteen run by an external company, caused her deep 

sadness because she could no longer prepare specialties to surprise the sisters. In the last period of 

her stay in Bitonto, until her transfer to Rome, since she could no longer do any work in the kitchen, 

she used to sit in front of the monitor and  enjoyed watching the children play in the courtyard,  . 

 

During the month of June 2019, the community fulfilled her desire to return to Bitonto in order to 

celebrate her seventy-fifth anniversary of consecrated life and her ninety-three years of life.  Her 

face was radiant with joy and emotion in seeing the numerous young people for the summer camp 

who joined with her to praise the Lord.  The Mayor of the city also wished to participate in the 

Eucharistic Celebration. He expressed words of recognition and public admiration for her.  

 

In the final days, after her recovery in the hospital, sustained by constant prayer and accepting the 

will of God, she lived her passage with surprising serenity. 

 

Her remains are in the family tomb in the cemetery at Riccia (CB). 
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              Sister Concetta Millemaggi, MPF  
 

        Bristol, RI  February 17,1927 
 

          Bristol, CT  September 11, 2019 

 

 

 

 

Sister Concetta Millemaggi, 92, died peacefully on Wednesday, September 11, 2019, at 

Sheriden Woods Rehabilitation Center in Bristol, Connecticut.  

 

Sister Concetta, born in Bristol, Rhode Island,  February 17,1927,  entered the Religious Teachers 

Filippini on June 22,1946. She received the religious habit on June 15, 1947  and made her Perpetual 

Oblation July 1, 1950.  

 

Sister Concetta was awarded a Bachelor of Arts degree in Latin and Greek from the Catholic 

University in Washington, D.C.  and a Master of Arts degree in English and Latin from Fairfield 

University, Connecticut. She taught classical literature in Saint Anthony High School and Saint Paul 

Catholic High School in Bristol, Connecticut, and in Our Lady of Pompei High School, Baltimore, 

Maryland. She was Principal for many years at Our Lady of Mount Carmel School in Bristol, Rhode 

Island.  

 

Sister Concetta also served as local superior of Saint Michael Convent,  Pawcatuck, Connecticut, 

and Our Lady of Mount Carmel Convent,   Bristol,  Rhode Island. Upon retiring from active 

ministry in 2009, Sister Concetta continued as Superior at Mount Carmel Convent until 2011. In all 

her roles of leadership her deep devotion to the Holy Spirit provided her with strength and guidance.  

 

At the funeral Mass, Father Ron Sordillo spoke of Sister Concetta. In particular,  he stressed her 

devotion to the Divine Mercy and the filial love she had for Our Lady whom she venerated with the 

title of Mount Carmel and to whom she always addressed when praying the Rosary. She lived a 

silent but strong and steadfast spirituality, a true example of Mary's Fiat. 

 

Sister Ella Mae McDonald described Sister Concetta as Maestra Pia who, with a sweet and affable 

smile, managed to reach the hearts of others, always available and grateful to everyone and for 

everything. 

 

She became a resident of Sheriden Woods Rehabilitation Center in 2017, and remained there until 

her passing. She endured her long and arduous suffering with patience and prayerful resignation. She 

will always be admired as a scholar, poet  and faithful community member of the Filippini Sisters.  

 

Her remains are in Ave Maria Cemetery at Villa Walsh, Morristown, New Jersey. 
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                    Sister Josephine Riccio, MPF 
 

                  Newark, NJ      July 26, 1924 
 

                  Morristown, NJ      September 27, 2019 

 

 
 

 

Sister Josephine Riccio, 95, died peacefully on Friday, September 27, 2019, in the Saint Joseph 

Hall Infirmary at Villa Walsh, Morristown, New Jersey. 

 

Born in Newark, New Jersey,  July 26, 1924, Sister Josephine entered the Religious Teachers 

Filippini on April 26, 1943. She received the religious habit on June 18, 1944 and made her 

Perpetual Oblation on August 31, 1947. 

 

Sister Josephine received a Bachelor of Science degree in Accounting from Saint Elizabeth College 

and a Master of Science degree in Business Administration from Central Connecticut, State College.  

 

She served as teacher in Saint Joseph High School, Hammonton, New Jersey, and in Saint Anthony 

High School, Bristol, Connecticut. She was principal of Saint Ann Junior High School, New Britain, 

Connecticut as well as superior of the convent. 

 

Following her years of active ministry in education, Sister Josephine served the community in 

Bristol, Connecticut. She was the Provincial Secretary for thirty-five years, Personal Secretary to the 

Provincial for six years, and Provincial Economa for six years. 

 

In 2009, Sister Josephine retired in residence at Saint Joseph Hall Infirmary where she spent her last 

ten years in peaceful prayer and quiet suffering. 

 

In his homily,  Father Ron Sordillo pointed out that her death on the eve of the feast of Our Lady, 

Un-doer of Knots, to whom she had steadfast devotion, as well as her funeral on the feast of Saint 

Therese, the Little Flower, her special patron, were no small coincidences. “Sister Josephine had 

great confidence that Our Lady would remove the knots that bind and suffocate us, and through 

Mary, all things could be done. The Little Flower kept her alert in her faith and life, and taught her 

that she need not be known for any kind of greatness, nor did she have to do anything heroic to be 

holy. Love proves itself by deeds. It was the way she lived her entire life: gentle, kind, and 

appreciative.”  

 
In her eulogy, Sister Ella Mae Mc Donald captured the sentiments of the Province regarding Sister 

Josephine: “Your work was always a masterpiece of the love you had for your ministry. How blest 

were we to have you gift our lives. How blest we were to have your confidentiality as secretary for 

five provincials. How blest was this Institute who embraced, loved, and walked with you daily, 

seeing in you your God given talents. You were truly a servant of the Lord. May you rest in his 

loving arms!” 

 

Her remains are in Ave Maria Cemetery at Villa Walsh, Morristown, New Jersey. 
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          Sister Josephine Reale, MPF 

 

         New York   October 16, 1926 
 

           Morristown, NJ         October 25, 2019 

 

 

 

 

Sister Josephine Reale, 93, died peacefully on Friday, October 25, 2019, in the Saint Joseph Hall 

Infirmary at Villa Walsh, Morristown, New Jersey.  
 

Sister Josephine,  born in Bronx, New York,  October 16, 1926, was educated by the Religious 

Teachers Filippini in Saint Ann School in New York. It was from there that she entered the 

community on  April 27, 1940. She received the religious  habit of Maestra Pia Filippini on  June 26, 

1943, and made her  Perpetual Oblation on  June 30, 1946. 

 

She received a Bachelor of Science degree in Elementary Education from Saint Elizabeth College 

and a Master of Arts in Reading from University of Rhode Island. Sister served as Kindergarten and 

primary grade teacher for thirty-six years, during which she was also principal of the school for five 

years and served as superior of the convent for six years. Her assignments in the ministry of Catholic 

Education brought her to the Archdioceses of Newark, New Jersey;  New York, Hartford, 

Connecticut; and the Dioceses of Pittsburgh and Scranton, Pennsylvania; Providence, Rhode Island; 

and Bridgeport, Connecticut.  
 

Following her years of active ministry in education, Sister Josephine served the community at Villa 

Walsh in Morristown. Her acts of kindness were so many and hidden. She assumed many household 

tasks, always lending a hand wherever needed. For over three decades she was a reliable and 

dedicated telephone operator and receptionist. Living simply in every way, her focus and 

conversation were always on the things of God, the Blessed Mother, and the saints. She lived only 

for God and for all that was in the realm of holiness. She enjoyed sharing facts about the saints and 

kept abreast of the Church’s teachings. Many friends enjoyed her dialogues about the faith and about 

the challenges of living the Christian life. Due to declining health, Sister Josephine entered Saint 

Joseph Hall Infirmary in 2013, where she spent her last six years in peaceful prayer and continued 

her conversation ministry with friends.  

 

In his Scripture-based homily, celebrant Father Ron Sordillo captured Sister Josephine’s journey 

with the words of Saint Paul: “I have competed well; I have finished the race; I have kept the faith; I 

have longed for his appearance.” Father went on to say, “Saint Paul and Sister Josephine knew 

their earthly struggles. They dealt with spiritual matters and spiritual struggles. Yet, the bottom line 

for all of us is our relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  Standing before the Lord, He reviews our 

life and says, ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant.’ Here is your crown of righteousness!”  
 

We thank Sister Josephine for the lessons she leaves behind.  May she rest in the joy of God’s true 

presence, a God to whom she gave her total self without reserve.   

 

Her remains are in Ave Maria Cemetery at Villa Walsh, Morristown, New Jersey. 
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               Sister Olimpia Picano, MPF 
 

           Hartford, CT    May 23, 1924 
 

              Morristown, NJ    December 7, 2019 
 

 

 

 

Sister Olimpia Picano,  95, died peacefully on Friday, December 7, 2019, in the Saint Joseph 

Hall Infirmary at Villa Walsh, Morristown, New Jersey. 

 

Born in Hartford, Connecticut on May 23, 1924, Sister Olimpia entered the Religious Teachers 

Filippini on April 25, 1947.  She received the religious habit on September 5, 1948, and made her 

Perpetual Oblation on September 2, 1951. 

 

Sister Olimpia received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Kean College of New Jersey in Early 

Childhood Education and Certification in Spanish Language Studies from the Catholic University of 

Puerto Rico; Director of Religious Education from Catholic University in Washington, DC; and 

Elementary and Nursery School Teacher from New Jersey State Department of Education.  Sister 

Olimpia was the recipient of the Jubilee Medal “Pro Meritis” for distinguished service in the 

Archdiocese of Newark, New Jersey.  

 

Sister Olimpia taught fourth grade in Our Lady of Mount Carmel School, Orange and Saint Francis 

Xavier School, Newark, New Jersey.  She served on mission in Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 

Schenectady, New York.  After fifty years of ministry in Immaculate Heart of Mary Nursery in 

Elizabeth, New Jersey, she was relocated to Saint Bartholomew School in Scotch Plains and then to 

Blessed Sacrament School in Paterson, New Jersey, where she continued to instruct small groups of 

children. Following her years of active ministry in education, Sister Olimpia served the community 

in Villa Walsh, Motherhouse before retiring to Saint Joseph Hall Infirmary in 2017. 

 

In his homily Benedictine Father Hilary O’Leary aptly described the legacy of Sister Olimpia: “All 

through her life since she was a young woman and met the sisters of this community, Sister Olimpia 

listened to the voice of Jesus and followed Him where He led her and she has now followed Him in 

her passage into new life. Certainly God has spoken through her dedicated life of prayer, stability, 

industry and fidelity. Sister Olimpia knew, as the Gospel reminds us, that Jesus is the key to the 

meaning of our existence, to the wisdom needed if we are truly life-giving, to the healing and 

forgiveness of God that we all need, to the service of one another.  We give praise to God for Sister’s 

long and good life and the lessons that we have learned from her about living well and dying well.”  

 

Sister Josephine Galasso expressed her sentiments in her eulogy;  “Today we are gathered in this 

holy place to celebrate the life of a Sister so loved by God, who lived her ministry of teaching the 

Christian faith to the young in the Spirit of Saint Lucy Filippini. May we, in Sister Olimpia’s style, 

walk in her gentle footsteps, keeping our eyes on the Blessed Mother and always be grateful for the 

blessings of God in our daily lives. May we also have the grace to live the words she personified, 

‘My spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” 

 

Her remains are in Ave Maria Cemetery at Villa Walsh, Morristown, New Jersey.  
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     Sister Maria Oliverio, MPF 
 

 Pedace CS   December 9, 1932 
 

 Rome    December 24, 2019 

 

 

 

 

Sister Maria Oliverio was born in Pedace CS on December 9, 1932. She entered the Institute 

on May 4, 1949. She received her Religious habit on September 15, 1951 and made her Perpetual 

Oblation on September 12, 1954. 

To trace the human and spiritual profile of Sister Maria is to return to the roots of our charism of 

the Maestre Pie, in the path of Saint Lucy Filippini. Her life was joy and pain, gift and love, 

fraternal charity and sharing in the communities where obedience sent her to carry out her 

apostolate: Bitonto, Santo Spirito, L'Aquila, Spoleto and Gubbio. In 2009, for health reasons, she 

was transferred to Rome,   "Volto Santo".  

 

Her deep and continuous life of prayer supported her in difficulties both personal and communal 

and gave her the strength of faith in welcoming every pain and trial. When  close to Sister Maria, 

one enjoyed  the joy of her sweetness and the gratuitousness that characterized her: she was always 

attentive to the smallest needs of others both as a sister and as a local Superior. Her main 

characteristics, confirmed wherever she has served, were the sweetness and affability with the 

sisters, with the pupils and their families. Her joyful and happy face revealed a soul in continuous 

communion with the Divine Bridegroom who had possessed her.  

 

The heart of her life was unconditional love and faithfulness even when illness took away the 

strength of going about, the ability to serve and the word to communicate. What had remained was 

the smile she gave to anyone who came to her room and thanked those who looked after her. This 

was her unconscious apostolate, carried out to the last, when, after a brief declining of her health, 

her mortal life ended  on December 24, 2019, to celebrate her Christmas with her Bridegroom. 

 

Sister Maria’s  self-giving to God in the Institute and  her generous service provided in the various 

communities throughout her life, have always been an example for those who have known, 

appreciated and loved her 

 

Her mortal remains lie in the tomb of the Institute, in the cemetery of Nettuno RM. 
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       Sister Josephine Ruggieri, mpf 
 

         New Haven  CT February 18, 1931 
 

          Morristown, NJ  December 25, 2019 
 

 

 

Sister Josephine Ruggieri, 88, died peacefully on Wednesday, 

December 25, 2019, in the Saint Joseph Hall Infirmary at Villa Walsh, Morristown, New Jersey. 

 

Born in New Haven, Connecticut, February 18, 1931,  Sister Josephine entered the Religious 

Teachers Filippini October 30, 1949. She received the religious habit September 3, 1950  and made 

her Perpetual Oblation August 17, 1953.  

 

Sister Josephine received an Associates of Arts Degree in Elementary Education and was certified in 

the Montessori Method by Saint Nicholas and Eastern Connecticut State College. Her natural 

aptitude for nursing was strengthened by courses in First Aid, as she was inclined to care for others, 

especially children.  

 

As an early childhood teacher, Sister Josephine served in Our Lady of Mount Virgin, New 

Brunswick, Saint Joseph, East Orange, Holy Trinity, Long Branch, and Our Lady of Sorrows, Jersey 

City, New Jersey. She was also missioned in Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Schenectady, New York, 

as well as in Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Pittston, and Purification of BVM, Ellwood City, 

Pennsylvania. She will long be remembered for her untiring service in Saint Anthony and Saint 

Joseph, Bristol, and Sacred Heart, Stamford, Connecticut. 

 

Following her many years of active ministry, Sister Josephine retired to Saint Joseph Hall Infirmary 

in 2011, where she spent several pleasant years as a kind and quiet presence among the sisters. Her 

thoughtful ways and generous heart will not be forgotten.  

 

Father Ron clearly recounted in his homily, “God’s loving kindness and compassion lived in the 

heart of Sister Josephine. She laid down her life to walk in the very ways of God, especially in the 

many schools and places where she was missioned.”  

 

Sister Pietrina Mazzola, of happy memory, once wrote, “Sister Josephine was dubbed the 

‘sweetheart of Stamford.’ The people saw only beauty and graciousness in her.  She had a tender 

spot for the sick, and found it no chore to walk from the convent to the hospital to visit parishioners, 

bringing comfort and consolation to those in distress, and praying for them. Sister Josephine was 

also lovable and gracious with the Sisters with whom she lived.”  

 

Sister Margaret Franzese offered additional testimony to the guilelessness of Sister Josephine, 

“Sister Josephine would spend long periods of time daily in prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. 

Her dedication to prayer, community, and ministry in the primary grades not only impressed me as a 

young sister, but gave me wonderful example. Sister Josephine’s dedicated life touched many lives. 

It is in the humble service and being present to each other that we learn what our Lord Jesus came 

to teach us.”  
 

Her remains are in Ave Maria Cemetery at Villa Walsh, Morristown, New Jersey. 
 


