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Dear Sisters,  
 

The sisters of the newly elected General  

Administration are now settled at the 

Generalate prepared and eager to begin 

our new mission.  In addition to the 

elected members, Sister Rosa Rocchi, 

recently appointed General Treasurer, 

is also living among us.   
 

We are grateful to the sisters in each en-

tity who have placed their trust in us. 

Please keep each of us who have been 

called to fill these respective roles in 

prayer, so that we may continue to build 

upon the good work of the holy women 

who have served before us.  Together 

with each of you, may we walk every 

day in the light of God’s saving grace.  

 

Sincerely in the Lord 

The General Administration 

  

 

 
Named  from the  left: Sister Mercy 

Chakkiath,   Sister  Teresa  Tassoni,  

Sister Mary Elizabeth Lloyd, Mother 

General -  Sister  Ascenza  Tizzano,  

Sister  Antonietta  D’Alessio,  Sister   

Rosa Rocchi 
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Provincial Chapter 2019 - St. Lucy Filippini Province, USA 
 

On September 26-28, 2019, Saint Lucy Province celebrated the Provincial Chapter of 

Elections. The convocation began with an intense prayer to the Holy Spirit for dis-

cernment and guidance. 

Before the proceedings, the delegates 

shared the Eucharist. Reverend Fa-

ther Richard Carton, pastor of the 

Church of Saint Vincent in Stirling, 

New Jersey, commented in his homi-

ly and conference on the readings of 

the prophet Haggai and the evangelist 

Luke. He stated: "Prayer unites the 

human will with that of the Father 

and realizes our communion with 

Him ... When we enter into authentic 

prayer, God makes us know the truth 

and moves us to act ..."  

 
Echoing what Cardinal Barbarigo wrote, he stated: "”The Church of God is not a gar-

den of rest, but a vineyard of work. He added, "   it can bear fruit only thanks to lead-

ers who have the heart of servants, who trust Him, Lord of the strong and the weak ... 

who has the task of guiding others, must be rooted in Jesus Christ, because only 
through a life of prayer, will know the will of God for each person, and live in peace 

....”  

 

The Capitulars then proceeded to the election. The results of the elections: Sister Pa-

tricia Pompa was elected Provincial Superior on September 27th, and the Provincial 

Councilors were chosen the following day: Sister Betty Jean Takacs, Sister Marianne 

McCann, Sister Marie Antonelli and Sister Laura Bezila. 
We thank and pray for these Sisters who are taking on the new leadership role in guid-

ing the Province. May our Founders support 

them in sharing fraternally their talents in 

service to the Church. 

 

New Mission - Regina Pacis Region,  

   India 

On August 10th, in the Regina Pacis Region 

of India, the new mission was inaugurated, 

in Perapuram, Vizianagaram district, Andhra 

Pradesh, with the Sisters invited to collabo-
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rate with the Third Order Regular 

(TOR) of Franciscan  Fathers. 

The Sisters had already arrived at the 

beginning of June, but the official in-

auguration took place on the special 

day of the feast of Saint Lawrence, 

deacon and martyr. 

 Father Augustine  Kulapuram, Pro-

vincial Superior, Father Pius Puthumana, Councilor, Father Raju, Superior and Princi-

pal of Saint Francis School, Father Noel Mathew Chakkalayil, Vice-Principal and oth-

er priests, brothers, and sisters from other nearby congregations, as well as teachers, 

non-teaching staff,  workers and many well-wishers were present for the occasion.  

After exchanging the symbolic gestures of welcome, the new chapel was blessed 

where the festive and solemn celebration of 

the Eucharist took place. During his homi-

ly, the celebrant highlighted the ministry of 

education as a delicate and precious task, 

and urged all to evangelize and witness to 

Christ in today's life. 

From Duvada, Vishakapatnam, Sister 

Tessy Lukose, Sister Bindu Joseph, Sister 

Reena Francis, Sister Ramya Deepthi 

Cheeli and Sister Mounica Barigala, together with the Regional Superior, Sister Maria 

Xavier and the Councilors, joined in the festivities of the community, during which 

fraternal congratulations were received from the priests and sisters of the Region. 

After the celebration the TOR Fathers, with the traditional Franciscan welcome, of-

fered everyone a delicious lunch and, thus, shared their gratitude to the Lord. 

 

Temporary Oblation -  Saint Lucy  Filippini Province, USA 
 

God smiled upon the Province of Saint Lucy on Saturday, August 24, 2019, with  the 

temporary profession of  Sister Luciana D’Cruze.    
 

Sister Luciana’s family, friends and supporters 

traveled from as far away as New Mexico. The 

Sisters warmly greeted one another united in this 

momentous time.  

The Eucharistic Liturgy was celebrated by Fa-

ther Christopher O’Connor and concelebrant  

Father Stanley Gomes. The sound of full voiced 

singing allowed the assembly to express the joy  
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in  their hearts as the entrance procession began.  Sister Luciana wore the blue garb of 

a novice in the entrance procession for the last time. 

In his homily, Father O’Connor shared his memories of  Sister Luciana since the time 

she was discerning her vocation.   

Sister Luciana’s temporary Oblation was 

received by the newly elected Superior 

General, Sister Ascenza Tizzano.  Some 

Sisters remarked that each word of her 

profession reminded them of their own  

profession.  

Sister  Luciana was presented her habit 

and left the chapel to be clothed in the 

habit of the community for the first 

time.  All eyes were glued on the door on 

the left of the chapel.  When it finally 

opened, Sister Luciana entered the chapel 

transformed and all aglow!    

 

Sister Ascenza then presented her with the cross,  the 

most valuable book of a Filippini Sister.  

Mass continued as Sister Luciana’s parents carried the 

gifts of bread and wine with a quiet dignity that also 

spoke of the gift of their daughter that had been placed 

before the Lord in these evangelical moments.    

 

There was a thunder of applause at the end of  the Mass. The assembly was invited to 

share a meal. Words of thanks and praise were shared by Father Stanley Gomes, Sis-

ter Ascenza, and Sister Luciana.   Sister Luciana confirmed that what began as a chal-

lenge is today an accomplishment, but asked for continued prayers not only for her but 

also for the community that has become the inner core of who she is today.   

 

 Perpetual Oblation – Mater Misericordiae Region,  

    Eritrea 

On September 1, 2019, our Junior Sister, Sister Tinsue Jimie, 

at the end of an intense spiritual retreat, made her Perpetual 

Oblation in the parish church, during a beautiful celebration of 

the Eucharist, where seven priests concelebrated.  Many nuns, 

parents, relatives and the lay faithful also participated.  

Since the family members, who came from far away, had to 

return home the same day, immediately after the Mass, all 

were offered lunch and were honored  by the young Sisters 

and by the catechism class with meaningful dramatized 

scenes, songs, poems and local dances. The beautiful 

entertainment was enjoyed by all.  
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The Regional community is grateful to the entire Insti-

tute for their prayers and fraternal closeness and hopes 

that the Lord God, Lord of the Harvest, will bless us 

with numerous and holy vocations. 
 

 

 

Perpetual Oblation - Mater Boni Consilii Region, Ethiopia 
 

On September 22, 2019, the Regional commu-

nity had the joy of celebrating the Perpetual 

Oblation of four Juniors: Sister Nigsti Berhe, 

Sister Fisha Hailu, Sister Hana Abraha, and 

Sister Rahwa Adhanom. The Cathedral was 

filled with priests, religious, parents, guests 

and the faithful of the parish. 

Leading from the Regional house to the Ca-

thedral, the celebration began with a solemn 

procession of concelebrants and His 

Excellency, Bishop Tesfaselassie 

Medhin. The Sisters followed.  Af-

ter Mass, all the guests ate break-

fast in the parish hall; at 12:30 p.m. 

the Bishop, priests and the families 

enjoyed lunch with the youngsters 

who shared poems, speeches and  

songs. 

It was a wonderful day lived in an 

atmosphere of prayer, joy and grati-

tude.  

 

Renewal and Commitment - The ASLF - USA  
 

On September 21, 2019, in Saint 

Lucy Chapel of Villa Walsh, the  

Associates of Saint Lucy Filippini 

(ASLF) celebrated their 35th 

anniversary. The Associates renewed 

their commitment and new members 

made  their commitment for the first 

time.  

In his homily, Rev. Jude Salus, OSB, 

celebrant at the Eucharistic Liturgy,   
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recalled : "God must always have first place in your heart. You can celebrate 35 

years because you have kept this in mind ... Rooted in Christ, we can embrace oth-

ers, see and help those in need ... 

The life of Saint Lucy has always been a "Yes" to the love of God for humanity: 

you can extend this love to every place where you are, as Lucy wanted to do - to be 

in every corner of the earth ...You have heard the call, you have followed and kept 

it alive with humility and constancy.” 

 

Golden Jubilee of Consecrated Life  

Mater Divinae Gratiae Vice Province - Brazil 
 

The Vice Province, with joy and gratitude to the 

Lord, met on June 22, 2019, to celebrate the 50th  

anniversary of consecrated life of the Sister Maria 

Moreira de Souza, MPF. 

The Jubilee Eucharistic Celebration was presided  

by Bishop Devair Araujo da Fonseca, Bishop of the 

Episcopal Region of Brasilândia, Sao Paolo and  

concelebrated with a large number of priests and 

deacons. During the homily, Bishop Devair empha-

sized the beauty and importance of consecrated life for the Church. “It is a great grace 

to praise the Lord for these 50 years of consecration of Sister Maria Moreira who of-

fered her life to the Lord with generosity, in a spirit of service and love. The world to-

day does not value the ability to offer life forever for an ideal. We are here today to 

witness, together with you, that it is possible to as-

sume a responsible commitment and be faithful to the 

end.” 

 

In a pleasant and interesting way, the niece of Sister 

Maria Moreira summarized the highlights of Sister’s 

life: her asking permission from her father, the prep-

aration, time of leaving the family, difficulties in 

adapting to the new life, overcoming the difficulties 

encountered and the joy of being consecrated.  
After the Mass, there was a fraternal gathering of the 

sisters, priests, relatives of the Jubilarian, friends and 

benefactors of the Institute. 

The Vice Province thanks the Lord, together with the 

Jubilarian, for the graces and blessings received dur-

ing these 50 years of offering and generous service. 
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It Finally Re-opens! – L’Aquila, Italy 
 

“It finally reopens,” this was the expression we heard 

most often in the days leading up to September 21st, 

2019, together with the lively cries of children and 

the happy comments of parents gathered along Via 

XX Settembre in L’ Aquila, 
Comings and goings of technicians, workers, school 

workers… excited steps, hasty movements:  every-

thing had to be absolutely ready for the great day that  

finally arrived!  

It was the first official act of the new Mother General, 

Sister Ascenza Tizzano, who in cutting the ribbon 

and in greeting those present, did not hide the emo-

tion of beginning a new path for the school communi-

ty in L’Aquila. 

To confirm the importance of the moment, His Eminence, Cardinal Petrocchi, Bishop 

of the city, together with his Excellency Mons. Molinari, Bishop Emeritus, the mili-

tary and civil authorities, as well as the sisters of the General Administration and of 

the neighboring communities were 

present.  

Speaking, Sister Nicolina Bandiera, 

former General Superior of the pre-

vious General Administration, re-

turned to the memory of the earth-

quake, to the dramatic hours  lived, 

and to the victims who fell with the 

building that housed them not far 

from here... 

She  warmly thanked those who have worked in so many ways to realize the "dream" 

of reconstruction (benefactors both near and far, city authorities, technicians, contrac-

tors, workers...), but she especially wanted to thank the Lord, who guided every step 

taken in view of the proclamation of the Gospel through the education of the new gen-

erations.  

The solemn blessing impart-

ed by the Cardinal was the 

highlight and most signifi-

cant moment of the event: 

“after the suffering and trag-

ic experience of the earth-

quake that tore apart the 

people of Aquila, the sun of 

hope and confidence must 

shine in the future which is 
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entrusted into the hands of God, a good and loving Father with his children.” 

 

The visit through the entire building, which included the classrooms, the residence for 

the university students and the sisters’ residence, aroused the admiration and apprecia-

tion of all; the visit concluded with a special buffet luncheon in the multi-purpose hall. 

 

"You Are the Today of God ..." - XII Meeting Lu&Gi, Italy 
 

On August 24-27, 2019, the young people 

of the Lu&Gi met at the John Paul II Met-

ropolitan Seminary in Pontecagnano (SA), 

for the usual summer experience, high-

lighting multiple facets of human and spir-

itual formation through the sharing and dif-

ferent activities. In conjunction with the 

universal ecclesial community, the theme 

for this 12th edition of the meeting was: 

"You Are the Today of God." 

The opening, with animation and the 

discussion in pairs, aimed at 

establishing new and authentic bonds 

between the youth, becoming aware 

through dialogue, the common 

denominator,   of fragility, humanity 

and spirituality. 

The Eucharistic Celebration, presided 

over by Fr. Donato Varuzza and the 

varied team activities, organized by 

the dedicated Lu & Gi group of 

Bitonto, marked the first day. The next day,  Giovanna Abbagnano,  gave a biblical 

catechesis and presented her personal testimony, offering 

ideas for group meetings divided by age. From the indi-

vidual works, there emerged appeals for educational co-

responsibility within society and the ecclesial environment 

regarding the formation of new generations, eager for a 

journey of maturation of their own vocation. 

 

A touching moment of gratitude and affectionate sympa-

thy was felt when celebrating the feast for the fifty years 

of priesthood of Father Giosy Cento, the famous singer, 

song writer and spiritual guide of the group since the be-
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ginnings of Lu & Gi. In the evening, the young people shared the emotions of Father 

Giosy with dances, songs, a video mix of his priestly path, and then consumed the de-

licious cake prepared for the occasion. 

On August 26th, the group warmly welcomed the psychologist Antonio Francese, who 

gave a lecture on "Discernment" and on de-

cision-making dynamics in life; in the after-

noon, they went to the seaside resort of  

Magazzeno for fun: dancing, singing, swim-

ming in the sea, smiles and sunsets full of 

emotions, before the long-awaited night of 

"adoration." 

During the latter, the youth symbolically 

demonstrated their fragility, fears, insecuri-

ties, dreams, and hopes for the future through 

the "sign" of a stone taken from the beach (... 

a burden in their lives) and then thrown into the sea, expressing their awareness of be-

ing fragile and to feeling alike: the will to turn the “sound” of anger into a positive 

“engine” that releases life. 

The meeting ended with a moment of constructive self-evaluation in order to connect 

the past, present and future of Lu & Gi, followed by the Eucharistic Celebration. 

It was an all-round experience during the meeting, in which young people recognized 

their authentic active value in contemporary society: not therefore as “couch potatoes” 

but as substantial resources for change that starts today, according to Pope Francis’ 

exhortative slogan: "You are the today of God." 

 

Silver Jubilee – “Maestre Pie and Laity together for the Gospel,” Italy 
 

From September 20 to 22, 2019, the Laity of  the Saint Lucy Association, who had 

made the Act of Commitment through the years, shared a three-day period of intense 

spirituality under the guid-

ance of His Excellency 

Emidio Cipollone, Arch-

bishop of Lanciano-Ortona. 

Since it was the 25th anni-

versary of the Association, 

the group wanted to cele-

brate it with a pilgrimage to 

the Sanctuary of the Ma-

donna della Quercia at 

Viterbo, a place very dear to 

Saint Lucy who went there 

every year with her Sisters. 

The visit to the Cathedral in 

Viterbo was also very 
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meaningful. At the Seminary, they had a very special lunch in fraternity and cheerful-

ness. The day ended with the celebration of Vespers in the Crypt of Saint Lucy Filip-

pini in Montefiascone. 

On their final day, Mother General, Sis-

ter Ascenza Tizzano, met the group and 

congratulated them for the great will-

ingness and perseverance in continuing 

the journey undertaken years ago. In 

her presence, during the Eucharistic 

celebration, the Association members 

renewed their Act of Commitment. 

As always, Archbishop Emidio Cipol-

lone, tireless leader of the group, with 

his presence, his catechesis and com-

ments, gave intense and spiritual rich-

ness to these days that filled everyone's 

hearts. 
 

Missionary Vigil: "Baptized and 

Sent" Castelgiorgio (TR), Italy 

October, a special time for Christians be-

cause it is missionary month which calls 

and sensitizes all of us to rediscover, cele-

brate and live our Baptism, that sense of 

belonging to a Church that goes out .... to 

the  farthest ends. Baptized and Sent is a 

mandate.   
 “ This missionary mandate touches us personal-

ly: I am a mission, always; you are a mission, 

always; every baptized man and woman is a mis-

sion. People in love never stand still: they are 

drawn out of themselves; they are attracted and 

attract others in turn; they give themselves to 

others and build relationships that are life-

giving. As far as God’s love is concerned, no 

one is useless or insignificant. Each of us is a 

mission to the world, each of us is the fruit of 

God’s love.” (Pope Francis) 

  

At the parish community of Castelgior-

gio (TR)  Sister Virginia Iamele, Provin-

cial  of Sacred Heart Province, Italy, rich 

in her missionary experience, illustrated 

the concrete gestures of charity made in 
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the midst of populations scattered in more 

problematic areas, yet are no less happy than 

ours. The assembly,  after  listening to the re-

flections, participated in the procession with 

songs and prayers, invoking the Lord's help on 

the whole of humanity. 

 

The sisters at “Volto Santo” community, Rome, 

celebrated the World Mission Sunday with an 

intense celebration of the Word and Eucharistic 

Adoration. Although they are limited from a 

health perspective, the sisters continuously ex-

ercise their precious role to be a prayerful sup-

port for those who can move, walk and go 

forth.  
 

A Moving Return! - Aliminusa (PA), Italy 

 
To her great surprise, Mother Provincial, Sister Virginia Iamele, received an 

unexpected invitation.  The parish priest of the beautiful town of Aliminusa (PA), 

where the sisters worked until a few years ago, decided to dedicate the parish oratory - 

center of spirituality to the Maestre Pie,  to honor Saint Lucy Filippini. The memory of 

the testimony given by our sisters in the Sicilian village is alive in the hearts of the 

people. This is expressed by the words below, which were addressed to the sisters 

present. 

 “It is with immense joy that today we find ourselves gathered here all together, to 

reopen the doors of this wonderful place that has seen us grow as children, as 

Christians and as  community. It reopens 

indeed to a new Life, to a new energy, that of 

our children. The love of God that grows in 

them day after day now has the possibility of 

expressing itself and expanding into a 

common place, a place that welcomes them, 

that protects them and allows them to 

confront themselves in play and dialogue, in 

union and  in respect. May this center 

become another point of reference for them 

and also for us parents, so that their growth 

may be increasingly directed by the love of 

God. 

A very affectionate thanks  to the Maestre 

Pie Filippini, who,  for 51 years have been 

the heart of this place and of our community. 

Thank you for your presence here today, 
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which once again shows us your 

true affection for us. Last but not 

least, a very special thanks to 

Father Salvatore. He entered in our 

life like a cyclone, bringing with 

him all the love,  energy, joy and 

cheerfulness that our Lord gave him 

just to spread them among us so 

that we could be the Community of 

God that truly we deserve to be, in 

His name and for His glory.”   
         (The mothers of the Oratory) 

 

The parish priest and the secretary of His Excellency, Bishop of Cefalù, in addressing  

the sisters and  the people strongly underlined the 

value of the educational activity, carried out in the 

name of the Lord, based on Gospel principles.  

“The Maestre Pie are part of the history of Aliminusa. 

Modelling their Founders, Saint Lucy Filippini and 

Mark Anthony Barbarigo, our Sisters, in the course of 

the years, have expanded their hearts to the charity of 

Christ and have shared compassion for those desirous 

of the things of God. Their educational charism, that is 

the gift of re-expressing in the Church the mission of 

Christ the Teacher, was very visible to all of us.  Many 

children, in fact, were received in the Institute and are  

testimony of the living Christ and his love .” 

In the apostolic life of the Institute, the Maestra Pia rediscovers the heart of  the 

educational style of the Gospel, the pedagogy 

of love and is committed to re-expressing the 

aspects that make her teaching alive and 

effective: the centrality of the person, the 

ability to listen , the dedication to the youth 

and the least and the patient waiting in the 

transforming action of the Spirit. 

There is an element that unites Lucy Filippini 

and John Bosco. Saint John Bosco  also puts 

young people at the center of his educational 

activity.  

 

 

         

=========================== 


