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                       Visit to Albania  
 

Keeping a promise to the sisters of Albania, the 

first mission trip of the newly elected General 

Administration was Tirana and Berat, Albania. 

The first and also the last stop was Tirana where 

Sister Ascenza Tizzano and Sister Mary Eliza-

beth Lloyd were greeted by the Maestre Pie Filippini of the Diocesan Institute and a 

classroom filled with smiling, bright-eyed children sharing songs and greetings in 

three languages.  What an unforgettable welcome!   The warm and fraternal hospitality 

of Sister Marisa Contrucci and Sister Settimia Bassanelli opened the door to trust and 

dialogue.  One would never have imagined this was a first encounter.   

 

Returning to Tirana prior to departure from Albania, the sisters were then introduced 

to the city's religious and civil authorities. The Tirana visit was a prelude to the joy of 

communion with the sisters of Montefiascone! 

 

 

 

 

The community in Berat was the second destination of the visit: celebration, songs, 

colors, expressions of esteem and affection, filled the following days. The sisters, 

through daily witness, weave a network of relationships deeply imbued with the Gos-

pel, in a country where for a long time the Church has lived in total silence. 

       

    School Children in Berat 

 

                  Administration and Faculty  in Berat 
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Visit to the Mater Boni Consilii Region, Ethiopia 

"Let us praise the Lord God who does every good thing." 

 

The festive atmosphere of the Golden Jubilee of the Ethiopian  

Foundation, the Ethiopian New Year and the celebration of 

their Perpetual Oblation were prolonged by the first visit 

of Mother General, Sister Ascenza Tizzano, and Sister 

Mary Elizabeth Lloyd, general councilor and director of 

the mission office in early November 2019.  
 

Sister Nigisty Tesfay and Sister Mebrihit Weldemichael 

had the privilege of welcoming Mother General and Sister 

Mary Elizabeth in Addis Ababa.   After a cordial, intro-

ductory visit, the following day they flew to Mekelle and 

from there drove to Mater Boni Consilii Regional House in 

Adigrat, which became their home base during their stay. 

 

Upon arrival at the Regional House, they were received by 

the community and the children of the Hostel with great 

pomp, joy and excitement 

 

Adding to this special visit was the arrival of Sister Mibrak 

 Surafiel, regional superior of the Mater Misericordiae Re-

gion, Eritrea.  God allowed the impossible to take place. 

 

During this span of time, Mother General and Sister Mary 

Beth visited all the houses in the region and became familiar 

with their many apostolic activities. 

 

On the last Saturday of this 

visit, the entire Region gath-

ered for a Community Day.  

The day began with Morning  

Prayer followed by Mother  

General presenting the mes-

sage of the General Chapter. 

She reviewed the contents of 

the Acts of the Chapter stressing and elaborating on the slo-

gan and the Chapter Mandate. The meeting concluded with 

Mother announcing the new Regional Administration to 

begin on November 21, 2019: Sister Freweini Woldu, re-

gional superior; Sister Teresa Abraha and Sister Kahsa Abra-

ha, regional councilors; Sister Letteselassie Alemayohu, treasurer. 

Children at the Hostel 

Blind Village - Adigrat 

Saint Justin School - Goala’ 

Mariam Tsion - Sassi’ 

 Adigrat: St. Lucy School 

New Leadership 
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At the solemn Eucharistic celebration, 

the regional community raised the 

hymn of thanksgiving for the many 

blessings the Lord poured upon them 

during these many years.  The pioneers 

of the Region, the benefactors, all those 

who guided, accompanied and support-

ed their works, leading to the present 

Mother General and Sister Mary Beth, 
all were remembered in prayer. 

The festive dinner included entertain-

ment of song and dance provided by the 

sisters and the children. Expressions of warm gratitude for all that has been given to 

this Region were beautifully expressed and celebrated.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This day concluded with a solemn prayer service.  The sisters were each given the 

Acts of the Chapter in ceremony during this time by Mother General. The promising 

and demanding song "E noi andremo ..." ended a special day of forming, praying 

and celebrating. 

Sister Letteslasie, regional superior, summed up Mother General’s visit in this way:  

The week flew by, like one day, but everyone had the privilege of sharing and ex-

pressing ideas. 

The visit was a source of joy and stimulus for each sister to live faithfully and to tes-

tify to her consecration by walking together with the whole Institute, living the val-

ues of the Gospel through the implementation of the Acts of the Chapter, and to 

transmit the mission to the younger generations which our pioneers have handed 

down to us with great dedication and sacrifice. 

The Region expresses deep gratitude to Mother General and to the new members of 

the Administration and assures them of their prayers and looks forward to seeing 

them again soon!   
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Visit to the 

Mater Christi Region, England 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

With great joy, honor and much excitement, the sisters of the regional community of 

Medstead, England, welcomed Mother General, Sister Ascenza Tizzano and Sister 

Mary Elizabeth Lloyd. 

Their visit was very enriching,  mixed with spirituality, fraternal communion, sup-

port and encouragement. What a wonderful experience to spend a few Advent days 

together with them! 

Each sister felt the spirit of community in all aspects. Even Sister Cecilia (center, 

front row in the photo), who continues to remain ill, made a great effort to join the 

Community with her aide’s approval and supervision whenever her stamina allowed.  

Time was set aside for Mother General to speak personally with each sister. She also 

met some of the key persons who are part of the life of the sisters in England. Moth-

er General was especially pleased to meet Ophea Waite, the new Manager of the 

Nursery School which will re-open in January.   Mrs. Waite comes with a compre-

hensive vision for the school, combined with an eager and positive spirit to move the 

Nursery forward.  The renovation and marked improvements matched her vision for 

the school’s opening. 

Christmas decorations throughout the convent were anticipated, so the visit was also 

a prelude and invitation to Christmas joy for the local house and also for the special 

guests.  

Bidding farewell, the small community expresses 

gratitude and appreciation for the fraternal presence, 

support and joy of these days spent together!   
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                                                    Community Day - Sacred Heart Province, Italy 

On November 17, 2019, the Sacred Heart Province, Italy,                                   

celebrated their National Community Day. Despite the 

inclement weather, the sisters of the Province responded 

positively to the community day invitation. It was an oc-

casion that could not be missed! The sisters of Montefi-

ascone also participated, readily accepting the invitation 

of the Mother General.  Everyone was engaging. 

                                            In the morning, the opening prayer, through songs, texts 

and symbols, drew attention to the three elements of the slogan-synthesis: "Rooted 

in the Word, united in fraternal love, we will be prophetic signs of hope in our time."   

 

The warm and rich reflection of Father Sandro Guarguaglini, OFM, led the assembly 

to consider Pope Francis' statement: "You consecrated are the perennial dawn of 

the Church - Paths of hope and trust." 

 
“The General Chapter is always something new within a congregation because it 

is the breath of the Holy Spirit that inspired the hearts of the sisters, something 

new for the good of each member and of the whole Institute.  

 

The Acts of the Chapter are not only a document, but ‘the document’ which must 

mark the next steps of the Institute and which must be followed faithfully…” 

 

"The concept that permeates the entire drafting of the Acts of the Chapter is be-

ing holy women, women of God, ‘distinctly of God’ (cf Instruction III, 5), being 

prophetic women, who frankly announce the great news that God loves us.” 

 

The fraternal dialogue that followed allowed the sis-

ters to share experiences and above all to revive the 

enthusiasm for the mission that every Maestra Pia 

can live, wherever and however the Lord asks. 

 

Eucharistic Liturgy, always the fulcrum of every 

event, united the sisters in prayerful thanksgiving 

for the day’s blessings.   

 

Ending the celebration, Mother General approached 

each sister, renewing the evangelical exhortation, the motto of the Institute, "Euntes 

Docete Verbum Domini” and handed her the copy of the Acts of the Chapter.  

 



6 

 

 

Receiving the small text, each sister responded “Amen.” In its 

simplicity, it was a touching moment.  She renewed once again, 

with humility and confidence, the commitment made in her 

youth, that of announcing with life and throughout life, Christ 

Jesus, Lord and Master. 

 

Dinner time was filled with joyful sounds of spontaneous laugh-

ter and song.  Each one returned home, certainly enriched by the 

day’s gathering and experiencing a new juncture in her ongoing 

formation. 

 

Community Day - Saint Lucy Filippini Province,  USA 

 
The members of the Province of Saint Lucy Filippini met at Villa Walsh on Novem-

ber 16, 2019, for their annual reaffirming of their Oblation in anticipation for the 

Feast of the Presentation of Mary in the Temple. It is always an enriching day spent 

together to honor this Feast and to share with one another. 

 

At the end of September, the elec-

tion of the new Provincial Superi-

or, Sister Patricia Pompa, and her 

Council had taken place: this 

Community Day was the first oc-

casion for the sisters to be togeth-

er with the new administration. 

They were joyfully and confident-

ly united going forward in an un-

explored future. 

 

Sister Patricia Pompa’s warm 

welcome was followed by a pray-

er service.  Within the service, the sisters lovingly remembered the members of the 

Province who passed away within the last two years.  

 

The day’s presenter, Monsignor Thomas Caserta, parish priest of the Shrine Church 

of Saint Bernadette Parish, Brooklyn, New York, shared insights on journeying for-

ward, based on the theme that emerged from our General Chapter: "Rooted in the 

Word, United in fraternal love, we will be prophetic signs of hope in our time.”  

 

With his vision and wisdom, he offered the sisters much to ponder; his observations, 

rooted in reality, are a challenge for everyday life. The topic was supported by his in-

teresting reference to the Book of Genesis: "God proclaims everything as good.  
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We bring some travel items with us, and we do well to do so. It is in choosing what to 

take that we honor the past and live the present while looking forward to the future. 

The mystical journey is marked by faith in our God and hope for what is to come.” 

 

The Eucharistic Liturgy, made even more solemn by significant songs of praise and 

thanksgiving, expressed the strength of the united community. They renewed their 

Oblation, with the new formula that also includes our Founder, Venerable Cardinal 

Marcantonio Barbarigo. 

 
The new provincial administration 

brought up the Eucharistic gifts of bread 

and wine, the Constitutions and Rules 

and the ring, symbol of our spousal cove-

nant with the Lord. 

 

During the dinner, through use of tech-

nology, all had the joy of seeing and 

speaking from a distance with our superi-

or and friend, Sister Ascenza Tizzano, 

together with Sister Mary Beth Lloyd. As 

Mother General was speaking of her trav-

els in Albania and Ethiopia, we felt we 

were brought together, one united family. 

 

The Community Day ended in the Spiritual Center with the Celebration of the Word. 

This was highlighted by the Provincial Administration handing each sister the Acts of 

the General Chapter 2019. Receiving this document was an acceptance of a gift to be 

read, loved and implemented. 

 

Grateful to the Lord, the sisters felt the support of the community motivating each 

one of them to keep the spirit alive and active in the service of God and His Church. 

 

Lucy Walks in the Streets of Brazil! - Itaberaba, Saõ Paolo 
 

In mid-October 2019, the Parish of Nossa Senhora das Dores, in Divinópolis, re-

ceived a visit from the Maestre Pie Filippini from Saõ Paolo.    For some time, the 

sisters had known that this community had been formed in the name of Saint Lucy 

Filippini, and on that occasion, they wanted to bring two precious gifts: an image of 

Saint Lucy and her relic.  
 

They also visited the Diocesan Curia, briefly 

presenting the charism, life and holiness of the 

Foundress, and the path taken by the Institute 

in the world, especially in Brazil. 
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They shared this brief history of the foundation: 

 

“The Brazilian foundation began on May 2, 1962, when Mother Ninetta Jona-

ta, then Superior General, sent the first five Maestre Pie Filippini to Brazil, in 

the Itaberaba district, in Saõ Paolo, in response to the appeal that Pope John 

XXIII had made to the Superior Generals of the various Congregations of 

Rome: ‘Help me to save the faith in Latin America.’ 

 

In 1963, Father Achille Silvestre, first vicar of the Parish of Santa Cruz de 

Itaberaba, entrusted the old parish school to the Maestre Pie.  March 3, 1964, 

school activities began functioning on the property of the sisters. Eighty-six 

students were enrolled immediately, forming two classes in the first middle 

school. Since the building of the Saint Lucy Filippini Gymnasium (as it was 

called at the time),  was still under construction, one class was in the hall and 

the other in the garage of the sisters’ house. The first director of the college 

was Sister Mary Patti, an American sister, who remained there until Sister The-

rezinha Salgado took her place at the end of 1970. In Brazil, the Institute is lo-

cated in Saõ Paolo, Miracatu (in the Ribeira valley), Peruíbe / SP and Vilhena, 

in the state of Rondônia.” 

 

Joyful Fraternity - Volto Santo,  Rome, Italy 
 

A festive gathering took place at "Volto Santo" on Saturday afternoon, November 23,  

2019,  to share with the elderly and sick sisters, a time of joy, serenity and  prayer in 

the family spirit of Saint Lucy Filippini. 
 

Representatives came from different associations and groups who follow the Char-

ism of Saint Lucy Filippini. In particular, were the "Maestre Pie and Laity for the 

Gospel," the youth group "LU&GI" and “Sports Center - Saint Lucy Filippini” of 

Frascati.  Mother General, who was also present, briefly addressed and thanked those 

present for giving up a Saturday afternoon to be among the patients of Volto Santo. 
 

The Provincial Superior, Sister Virginia 

Iamele, introduced the meeting by pre-

senting the participating groups and ex-

plained the meaning of the get together, 

namely that of wanting to express close-

ness and gratitude to all the Maestre Pie 

who because of advanced age and health  

are no longer able to be active in the 

ministry of the community.   But, she 

explained, with their example, testimo-

ny, and their prayer, they illuminate the 

path that others are now following. 
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The theme was well represented in a poster where a young         

sister carries an elderly sister on her shoulders, with the 

words of Pope Francis:   "Take on you, o youth, the 

dreams of the elderly and carry them forward". 
 

The first testimony was that of the President of the Asso-

ciation "Maestre Pie and Laity for the Gospel" who want-

ed to report his experience with the Maestre Pie in  Nettu-

no, more than 25 years.  

 

   The young people of the "LU&GI" then spoke of their commit    

ment, expressed their gratitude and the joy of being together, with 

beautiful and engaging music and choreography. 

 

A LU&GI member, who attends the Latin 

Conservatory of Music, entertained every-

one up with a piece by Frescobaldi per-

formed with a concert accordion. 

 

The representatives of the "Saint Lucy Filippini" Sports Cen-

ter of Frascati illustrated their activities with children, adults 

and the elderly and made all those present per-

form some small physical exercises to testify 

that the elderly can, with the necessary precau-

tions, exercise movements and continue to 

train the body. 

 

The meeting ended with a psalm of praise to 

the Lord and the recitation of the prayer: "The 

elder's song." Everyone then continued sharing 

their joy in the dining room, with simple re-

freshments. 
 

Testimony of Francesco Palma from the Lu&Gi Group 
 

“The Family of Saint Lucy came together just like a real family does around 

its elder members: Lu & Gi, the laity, the Sports Center of Frascati, all those 

who have received the Light of this great Saint in their lives. We were able to 

meet people who, like us, live the charism of Saint Lucy in their daily lives, in 

their relationship with others, in helping others, in the constant and invisible 

evangelization that takes place by their own example. The desire to collabo-

rate began with some of them, just like a single family, creating similar oppor-

tunities for meeting and exchange. It was exciting for me to testify in front of 

these sisters how the Light of Saint Lucy entered my family for three genera-

tions, when my grandmother first studied in the Institute, then my mother and 
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my aunts studied, and now the same Institute  also welcomed us and after so 

many years, still welcomes us and trains us today.  

 

                                       Another significant moment of the day was the meeting           

with Mother General who spent time with us. We had 

the opportunity to share impressions and emotions with 

her, and immediately we were struck by her availabil-

ity and her enthusiasm, enough to make us feel imme-

diately at ease with her closeness and affection.” 

 

 

Christmas Bazaar 2019 -  Saint Lucy Filippini  Province,  USA 
 

The annual Christmas Bazaar was 

once again a huge success! Although 

the sale culminated on November 3, 

for a space of five hours, its prepara-

tion had been a commitment 

throughout the year. It was marked a 

success long before the start of the 

day. The collaboration of the sisters 

who sold raffle tickets since mid-

August, the skills of many who 

worked on handicrafts throughout 

the year,  the initiative of the local 

convents that solicited the help of 

various parish groups to bake and 

send donations, the creativity of longtime steady helpers who assist throughout the 

year preparing gifts and raffle baskets, many of the baskets provided by the Associates 

of Saint Lucy Filippini (ASLF), all of these and even others whose efforts preceded 

the actual sale.  The sisters of the local communities also offered their support, 

through personal service on the day, and accompanied family, friends and parishioners 

to the event.  Sister Alice Ivanyo, superior of Villa Walsh, too, oversaw the entire or-

ganization of the Sale from its inception to its end.  And as is the norm, the Villa 

Walsh Community and Maintenance Staff were available from start to finish.   

 
Every year, the sisters find added reasons to be grateful to all those who participate 

and donate in carrying out this initiative. They further thank and praise God for the 

countless ways He has blessed the community through our dear senior sisters in Saint 

Joseph Hall who have served and have worked in the Lord's vineyard for numerous 

years. May these infirm and suffering sisters know how much they are appreciated, 

and that the community will always claim their blessed lives and dedicated apostolate 

as the greatest of the community’s assets. 
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Christmas with the Poor – Regina Pacis  Region, India 

 
On December 22, 2019, the regional 

house community organized a special 

Christmas party for the poor who 

come to the door every Saturday to 

ask for charity. 

 

All the sisters, together with the 

young people in formation, accom-

panied the people for a moment of 

prayer in front of the Nativity scene, 

explaining the meaning and message 

of this feast for the Christian Com-

munity. Afterwards, they were 

served a hearty meal, prepared by the 

sisters, and then each one was gifted with a blanket to take home. 

 

Their affectionate gestures and grateful words upon departure expressed their joy and 

gratitude feeling so honored and recognized in their dignity. 

 

The Mission Community once again thanks the Lord for giving them the opportunity 

to share the joy of Christmas with these special people, tenderly loved by Him. 

At the same time, the community is grateful to the benefactors who generously con-

tribute so that it is possible to extend charity to the most needy. 

 

 

 
 

Dear Sisters, 
 

To each of you who has extended   

 greetings and gifts to the Generalate 

this Christmas Season, please  

accept our prayerful, sincere gratitude.   

Every thoughtful, kind gesture  

was gratefully received. 
 

Sister Ascenza  
and  

Sisters of the Generalate  
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