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Dear Sisters, 
 

In this bulletin, we begin by recapping the good news that has already been wide-

spread and that has filled our hearts with joy, the confirmation of our fusion with 

our dear sisters of Montefiascone.  
   

“...This Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apos-

tolic Life, having considered the favorable opinion of the Bishop of Viterbo, 

having examined the aforementioned request and carefully assessed every-

thing, with this Decree, in conformity with can. 582 of the Code of Canon 

Law, establishes the merger of the Institute of the Maestre Pie Filippini of 

Montefiascone, of Diocesan Right,  with  the Pontifical Institute of the Maes-

tre Pie Filippini of Pontifical Right ...”                                                

                   Vatican City, 8 September 2020 
 

Upon receiving this announcement, each entity spontaneously responded to it with 

such enthusiasm and sincerity.  These warm, welcoming messages were a confir-

mation of the love that binds us and enables us to further advance our mission to-

gether. These quoted passages extracted from your warm greetings express the joy 

of the fusion:    
 

The fusion is a great ecclesial witness and a great thrust for us to become "a 

thousand Lucias" by re-animating our lives with an evangelical spirit of open-

ness, acceptance, meekness, etc., and a human and divine tenderness. 
Sister Virginia Iamele and Sisters – Province of the Sacred Heart - Italy 

 

Knowing how challenging this year has been for the Sisters in Montefi-

ascone, we want you to be assured of our continued prayerful support.  This 

is our source of strength and unity.  
Sister Patricia Pompa and Sisters - Province of Saint Lucy - America 

 

Sister Maria Helena and the Sisters received this news with great joy. We 

give thanks to the Lord and to our Holy Founders that we are one Institute 

and one family… 
Sister Maria Helena and Sisters - Vice Province of Mater Divinae Gratiae - Brazil 
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This surely is good news… Thank you for all you do to make us one in Christ 

and Saint Lucy! 
Sister Barbara Ranere and Sisters - Mater Christi Region - England 

What a great occasion for us to rejoice together! 

 "I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart;  

Before the gods, I sing your praise!      
Sister Maria Xavier and Sisters - Regina Pacis Region - India 

 

This was a joyful moment for us…   With grateful hearts we will continue to 

pray that united, we may grow together in holiness and number.   
Sister Freweini Weldu and Sisters - Mater Boni Consilii Region - Ethiopia 

 

We are so delighted and happy to hear the good news of the Sisters of Monte-

fiascone’s conclusion.  May Saint Lucy and the Venerable Cardinal Barbari-

go give them blessings and continue to intercede for their needs. 
Sister Mebrak Surafiel and Sisters – Mater Misericordiae Region - Eritrea 

 

Let us continue to unanimously raise our hearts in praise and thanksgiving to the 

Lord, and pray that His Spirit will guide this new journey of our religious family 

that always gathers in His name, through the intercession of our holy Founders, 

Saint Lucy Filippini and Venerable Cardinal Mark  Anthony Barbarigo.  
 

Sincerely in the Lord, 

 

 

Sister Ascenza Tizzano, MPF  

Superior General 

                   An Event to Record! 
                         Montefiascone - September 20, 2020  
 

 

Each year in September, the Diocese of Viterbo celebrates the feast of the Patron-

age of Saint Lucy Filippini. This year the special Mass to honor Saint Lucy was 

celebrated on Sunday, September twentieth.    The people of the area gathered in 

the crypt dedicated to our Founders to honor their patron, Saint Lucy. The special 

guests included Sister Ascenza Tizzano, Superior General, the General Councilors, 

Sister Nicolina Bandiera, former Superior General, Sister Virginia Iamele, Provin-

cial of Sacred Heart Province, and representatives from the Provincial Council.  
 

The celebrant, His Excellency Most Rev. Lino Fumagalli, 

Bishop of the Diocese of Viterbo, waited for this special 

feast to announce with joy and gratification the merger of 

the Diocesan Institute of the Maestre Pie Filippini with 

the Pontifical Institute of the Maestre Pie Filippini, an 

event that he has long anticipated with great hope and 

promise. 
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At the conclusion of Liturgy, Mother General, too, extended words of greeting and 

welcome to the sisters of Montefiascone and confirmed the commitment for a uni-

ted journey, in communion with each other, according to the spirit of our Founders. 
 

“We thank our Founders, Saint Lucy Filippini and the Venerable Cardinal 

Mark Anthony Barbarigo: their spirit continues to permeate this crypt and, 

in particular, penetrates the hearts of each of us, Maestre Pie Filippini. We 

thank them for every moment of our history, a journey of grace, of commu-

nion and one of fraternal love. Our presence together on this special day 

confirms that we go forward united in the name of Jesus, in whom "we live, 

we move and have our being." 
 

His Excellency Most Rev. Fabio Fabene, undersecretary of the Dicastery for the 

Synod, and a former student of the sisters was among the concelebrants and shared 

in the joy of this fusion. The solemn Liturgy was animated by a lively youth choir 

in a climate of joy and hope. A hymn to our Holy Foundress began and concluded 

the solemn celebration. 
 

Following the Liturgy, the host sisters prepared a festive dinner for their special 

guests.  During the meal, Mother General renewed her cordial, fraternal message of 

welcome and gratitude: 
 

“… Today I embrace each of you and I thank you, Sister Maria Emanuela 

and all you dear sisters, for your warm welcome every time we have come 

here among you during this time of journeying together. 

You have given us courage and trust. Your open hearts led us to this day of 

celebration. We are united today in offering thanksgiving and praise to the 

Lord… " 
 

At this same time, Mother General announced the appointment of the interim supe-

rior, Sister A. Antonietta D’Alessio.  Although Sister Antonietta holds an im-

portant role in the General Council, she will alternate her presence with the com-

munity of Montefiascone and her service in the Generalate.  Mother General 

thanked Sister Antonietta for kindly accepting this added responsibility of service.  

After dinner, the sisters enjoyed casual conversation in the community room, re-

counting the events of the day.  Before departure, a notable day ended with a hymn 

to honor Saint Lucy. History will record this day as one of great joy, welcome, and 

thanksgiving to God who continues to bless the Maestre Pie Filippini.  
     

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

     Gathering, Welcoming, Uniting 

er Gues 



4 

 

sSacred Heart Province - Italy 
Annual Retreat ... Online! 

 

This year the arrangement for the Annual Re-

treat of the Sacred Heart Province took a new 

direction. There were no choices; it was re-

duced to one scheduled retreat which took 

place online due to COVID-19. Although this 

initially caused concern, it resolved a very 

positive experience both for those who were 

present in the Provincial House and those who 

zoomed online. Having the entire Province 

connected in this original way made for a very 

unifying experience this year. 
 

Rev. Gerardo Battaglia, retreat director from Cave, presented the theme "Women of 

the Bible"  with lively, profound reflections and practical applications. The ses-

sions provided new biblical insights and another opportunity for the ongoing for-

mation of the sisters. 
 

The central point of the itinerary proposed by Father Gerardo was to have as an ob-

jective “ the good” not just personal, but also “good” for others, stemming from the 

community in which one lives. The Women of the Bible fought courageously to the 

point of sacrificing themselves for their people and for the community to which 

God had sent them. 
 

Another new experience of this year’s retreat was the presence of two young wom-

en from Lu & Gi, who, while offering service for liturgical animation, participated 

in the retreat and shared community life with the sisters. This positive innovation 

concretely enlarged the family of Saint Lucy and enriched both the sisters and the 

two young women. 
 

             Formative Meeting for Superiors and Educational Coordinators 
 

From July 29 to August 5, 2020, the local superiors and the directors of the schools 

of the Sacred Heart Province came together for their annual Formative Meeting.  

The time together was aimed at covering these three aspects of our lives,  

our spiritual, communal, and ministerial lives. 
     

Father Sandro Guarguaglini, OFM, spiritual animator for the  

first three days, referred to his own experiences in leadership.  

He stressed the responsibility and mode of the exercise of  

authority focusing on the criterion of the Gospel and our  

Constitution; he also referenced the "Vademecum of the Local 

Superior.” 
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In the second part of the meeting, the Provincial Superior, Sister Virginia Iamele, 

presented the path of the sisters during this scholastic year, a difficult path, but one 

supported by the certainty of the Lord's presence among us. 
 

On the last day of the gathering, Dr. Roberto Ciotti, school consultant communi-

cated the many legislative innovations and regulations, which must be followed 

this year regarding post-COVID-19. These were days of intense reflection to re-

vive and motivate the sisters for action, while at the same time, for them to acquire 

greater serenity and competence for their mission. 
 

Evangelical and Charismatic Witness 

                              ... Restarting in the Time of Post-COVID-19 
 

Due to extended restrictions during post-COVID-19, several state schools had to 

search for a setting for their students to start the 2020/2021 scholastic year safely. 

 

The Vicar of Rome, His Excellency 

Most Rev. Angelo De Donatis,  

launched an appeal to the various 

religious congregations, in a spirit 

of sharing and ecclesial service,  if 

they could make available some of 

their unused space. As Religious 

Teachers Filippini, daughters of an 

extraordinary educator, Saint Lucy, 

the community felt challenged by 

the invitation and accepted it, be-

lieving that we could actualize our 

charism today, in a different way. 

The community opened the doors of the house in Rome-Via Sangemini, our former 

school "Thomas Joseph Walsh" to 255 students of the I.C. State "Ovidio" of 

Rome-Balduina.  (Photo includes the Mayor, Dr. Raggi, front row, 2
nd

 right, State School  

officials and members of the receiving Filippini Community - Administration and Members.)  

 

The Mayor of Rome, Dr. Raggi, was present for the inaugural ceremony and ex-

pressed deep appreciation for the collaboration between the parents, municipal ad-

ministration, and religious institutes. She also thanked the sisters for their generous 

Superiors and Directors meet in groups to discuss the 

challenges of Father Sandro’s presentation. 
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availability. Everyone involved in their sector performed their best to bring this 

challenging project together.  This also required financial contributions from the 

parents to meet the costs of the necessary adjustments in the building.  A similar 

initiative also involved the unused part of the "Casa del Sole" building in Nettuno.   
 

The Cardinal Vicar, His excellency Most Rev. Angelo De Donatis, prophetically 

announced: “we hope with all our heart that the ecclesial journey, our "exodus", 

through the contribution of our community to the resumption of the school year, 

will help us to enter into a relationship, even more, closer with the people who live 

in our neighborhoods (especially families, young people, and the most fragile sub-

jects) and listen to their life stories with a contemplative heart."   

 

For the community, this choice meant contributing concretely to the education of 

youth and the formation of the human person, according to God's plan, an ideal 

lived passionately by our Founders.     
 

Mater Divinae Gratiae,  Vice-Province, San Paulo, Brazil 
Celebration of the 90th Anniversary of the  

Canonization of Saint Lucy Filippini and Celebration of Jubilees 
 

 

The Vice Province in Brazil conclud-

ed their Annual Retreat on July 11, 

2020, with a solemn celebration 

commemorating the ninetieth anni-

versary of the Canonization of Saint 

Lucy Filippini, and the sisters’ Jubi-

lee of consecration to the Lord: Sister 

Natalina Macera (sixtieth),  Sister 

Maria da Guia Costa (fiftieth),  and 

Sister Mary Laiju Sebastian  (twenty-

fifth).   

 

The solemn Eucharistic Liturgy was presided by the Regional Bishop, Most Rev.  

Devair Araujo da Fonseca. In his homily, the Bishop emphasized the gift of conse-

crated life to the Church, the example of fidelity of the sisters who generously 

serve the Lord and his people, and how they overcome difficulties by living their 

self-offering joyfully and serenely.   
 

The Bishop further highlighted the holiness of Lucy Filippini, her love for the 

Church, for the people of God, especially her commitment to the promotion of 

poor young girls and women, which she considered the basis of the family and so-

ciety.  The Community of the Vice-Province expressed gratitude to the Lord for 

the gift of the Jubilarian Sisters and implored God’s abundant blessings on them. 
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The commemoration of the 90th anniversary of the canonization of Saint Lucy Fil-

ippini was preceded by a triduum of prayer and adoration, during which the com-

munity meditated on the life and virtues of Saint Lucy. The Holy Mass was trans-

mitted to parishioners, friends, benefactors, pupils, parents, and employees, as 

well as to the families of the Jubilarians and all the sisters due to COVID-19. 
                           

On July 23, a moment of sharing took place in the Noviti-

ate House on Religious Life organized by the Commission 

for the Pastoral Care of Communication (PASCOM) of the 

Parish of Santa Croce, Itaberaba.  The live broadcast was 

hosted by the guide, Ana Catharino, of the PASCOM team, 

presenting a summary of the life of Saint Lucy and the ser-

vice of the Religious Teachers Filippini in parish pastoral 

care and in education. 
  

The Vice Provincial Superior,  Sister Maria 

Helena de Carvalho, Sister Maria da Guia 

Costa, Sister Geralda Coelho, Sister Renata 

Borgue Nepomuceno (Junior sister), and the 

young women in formation:  Kamilla Mota de 

Santana and Maria Eduarda Lima de Oliveira 

(Aspirants),  took part in this event sharing 

their vocational  experience. During the ado                                                                                                                                                                                           

   ration of the Blessed Sacrament, the commu-

nity prayed for various intentions: vocations, the people who followed the initiative 

on Facebook, and for the victims of the coronavirus around the world. 
 

 Luciane  Project, Miracatu, San Paulo 
 

This year, due to the Pandemic, the children and young people of the "Luciane 

Project" were unable to celebrate Easter together. However, the sisters and collab-

orators maintained contact with them and prepared a gift package containing 

sweets and other items for personal hygiene. Sister Maria de Lourdes Santos on 

August 19, 2020, distributed the gift to each family together with an affectionate 

greeting card, prepared with originality and care. Currently the “Luciane Project” 

offers help to seventy-eight people, including children and adolescents, and assists 

their sixty-six families. 
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… Against coronavirus! 
 

At the beginning of April, an employee of 

the Saint Lucy Filippini School, San Paulo, 

was struck by the coronavirus. The sisters 

invited everyone to pray the rosary for his 

intentions. The invitation was widely ac-

cepted. From this experience, they contin-

ued to pray each day for all those worldwide 

who suffer from this Pandemic, for the sis-        

ters, the students, and their families. 
 

How comforting to see so many people praying with faith and devotion. Some 

have learned to pray the rosary with the sisters and received graces through the in-

tercession of Blessed Mother. 
 

Vocation Month in Brazil 
 

In August, the Church in Brazil celebrates Vocation Month.  During this month 

they reflect on common vocation issues. In this time of Pandemic, the celebrations, 

moments of prayer, and vocational promotion were each broadcasted online. On 

August 2nd, young religious, including our junior sister, Sister Renata Borgue 

Nepomuceno, presented the charism of their Institute and their personal vocational 

experience. 

  Later they prayed the rosary for all those 

who were called by the Lord and implored 

the Lord for new vocations in the Church. 

During the monthly retreat, on August 9, 

the sisters meditated on the Letter of Pope 

Francis to the Religious Men and Women 

and recited the Vocation  Rosary. 

 

Sister Maria Eunice da Silva and Sister Fatima Aparecida da Silva Melo, in Casa 

Nostra Signora Ausiliatrice, Vilhena, RO prepared a video on vocations in the 

Church, and posted it on Instagram and Facebook. 
 

On August 14, they gave a live broadcast on Religious Life, for the Catechumenate 

Group from the city of Alvorada d’Oeste, in the Amazon Region. The theme 

aroused great interest among the public and many intervened with questions and 

clarifications. 
 

The sisters were also invited to speak on Consecrated Life on the radio of the city, 

in the program "Faith and Life."  Here is the message of Sister Maria Eunice to its 

listeners: 
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"My greatest joy is serving Christ Jesus. I thank the Lord 

who called me to carry out the educational and evangelizing 

mission begun by our holy Foundress, Saint Lucy Filippini. 

‘You did not choose Me, but I chose you. I appointed you 

that you should go and produce much fruit, fruit that re-

mains for eternal life!’ (Jn 15:16). This Word of God helps me 

and encourages me to walk with joy and fulfill my mission 

among the people, especially the youth. My wish and prayer 

are that young people, sensitive to the call of the Lord, may 

have the same experience.” 
 

September 7, on the occasion of the Independence Day of Brazil, the Dean of the 

College  "Our Lady of Divine Providence", in Peruíbe, SP, Sister Anna Maria 

Guizzon, sent a message of good wishes to the students, parents, professors, and 

employees, via Facebook. 
 

 “... Today we celebrate the anniversary of the independ-

ence of Brazil, a very important event for all of us. The 

greatness of a nation does not depend on the extent of its 

territory but the character of its people. We have become 

aware that we cannot live without human and Christian 

values, seeking only personal interest and the satisfaction of 

our needs, without respecting people and their rights. It is 

essential to cultivate values, respect people, live together, be responsible, value the 

family, safeguard the faith, live justice, and ethics. Only in this way will we be able 

to build a strong nation, in which everyone can live with dignity, joy, and peace.” 

Sister Anna Maria concluded her message by inviting everyone to pray the Our 

Father and the Hail Mary, to implore the blessings of heaven on Brazil and all the 

victims of COVID-19, families, doctors, nurses, and staff, committed to doing 

good for the people and society. 
 

Mater Christi Region,  Medstead, England 

Reflection from England's Thick Green Woods..... 

 

It was a Sunday afternoon and the news in 

the United Kingdom prepared its people 

that there could be another lockdown in 

this country.  This prompted Sister Barba-

ra Ranere, regional superior, to facilitate 

a discussion among the five sisters in the 

Mater Christi Region to share and reflect 

on the many ways the Pandemic has been 

a blessing in disguise. They shared these 

reflections. 
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In what direction has the Good Shepherd led us during this time of Pandemic? 
 

 There is a growing appreciation of so much that we formerly took for granted,  

even something as simple as using our spare time wisely. 
 

 Technology has given us a greater insight into the Church's universality. 

Through you-tube, we have participated in the Mass and other religious pro-

grams from Rome, India, Philippines, America, Ireland, and our favorite place 

Canada. From the Loretto Abbey in Toronto, Ontario, we have especially en-

joyed the reflections of the Jesuits powerfully coordinating the Scriptures of 

each day with the present world situation. 
 

 We have connected with God's magnificent Creation and have observed the 

beauty of the seasons transitioning from spring, to summer to autumn.  We 

observe the animals, the berries on the holly trees turning bright red, and na-

ture, in general, getting ready for winter. 
 

 Previously, we were preoccupied with going to the shops in other villages to 

purchase items that were thought to be of such importance. Now we see that 

they were not the most significant needs of our life and we can do without 

them -- even buying the weekly TV Guide! 
 

 The absence of unnecessary externals has given us the “Gift” of a clearer vi-

sion of the Presence of the Eucharist in our lives. This Christ-awareness in the 

convent and beyond has led us to a love beyond our daily routine:  

o a concern that moved us to see if the next person is ok, whether in person or 

via phone, e-mail, text, postal, etc.  

o This concern has moved into our prayer for the people of the world: 

the sick, the dying, the hungry, the homeless, the lonely, the mentally dis-

turbed, the poor. 
 

 This time helps us to focus: What really matters in life? We learned that all 

points to Christ. He calls us to be more responsible in our personal spiritual 

transformation. He summons us to be merciful, compassionate, loving, slow 

to anger, patient, kind, forgiving, and non-judgmental. 
 

 In England's thick green woods, we reflect that 

        this time of trial has helped us to begin to see  

        life more clearly. By His grace, we see Our  

        Good Shepherd leads us daily by His Hand,  

        to His Life, Death, and Resurrection.  
 

Come let us adore Him. Alleluia! 
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Mater Boni  Consilii Region – Adigrat, Ethiopia 
Solidarity, Promotion, and Accompaniment of the Blind 

 

The Center “Santa Maria del Succorso" in 

Adigrat, has been operating the "Adopt a 

Family" project for many years.  Every day, 

in addition to breakfast for the children and 

young people who are residents of the Center, 

bread is distributed to the blind, the homeless, 

and those in situations of severe poverty. A 

professional training course was offered to six 

young people, children of host families. Thanks to the training courses provided, 

several young people have found work as nurses, drivers, teachers, mechanics, and 

are now able to help their families who, in this way, have been able to leave the 

Center, giving way to other people in need. 
 

The sisters in charge of the Center together with the Diocese of Adigrat, often visit 

these houses and gather the residents in the common areas to carry out various ac-

tivities.  Since last year, a self-managed oven has been in operation inside the Cen-

ter from the contributions of the Institute’s generous benefactors. 

 

Mater Misericordiae  Region - Asmara, Eritrea 
 

During the months of August and September, the sis-

ters in Asmara, following the example of our Holy 

Mother Foundress, prepared a day of recollection 

held in the convent chapel for the nursery school 

teachers and those attending the Home Economics 

Course.   
 

After quiet reflection, everyone was given the oppor-

tunity to express the difficulties of the moment, 

namely, jobless due to COVID and the struggle of the political situation in their 

country. They shared their hopes and raised their prayers to the Lord. They prayed 

that the Lord looks at the world with mercy and show his healing power and rid the 

world of all disease. 
 

At the end of the day, happy and grateful, they returned to their homes with a re-

newed spirit. Touched by the day’s experience the group requested that the sisters 

continue this initiative because they do not have an opportunity to go to the church 

and this day opened the door for them.   
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 In the village of Berakit, the sisters also held a day of recollection for young peo-

ple. They provided activities for the women and Sister Seniat Tesfaledet instructed 

them using the Catechism for her base of instruction. 
 

The young women were eager to deepen their faith and 

were enthusiastic about learning embroidery. For their 

graduation they wore the gown they stitched them-

selves. (See photo) 

 

                          Regina Pacis Region - India 
Temporary Oblation 

 

The Lord continues to bless the Queen of Peace 

Region, India. On August 23, 2020, five sisters 

made their Temporary Oblation.   These five 

new junior professed sisters Omena Ming, Sa-

lomini Sagili, Mounika Tamarapalli, Reena 

Dungdung, and Alphonsa Garikimukku, proved 

themselves sincere and resolute for this signifi-

cant moment of commitment.  For them, the 

memory of this day will be treasured.  

 

The Eucharistic Liturgy was celebrated by His Excellency, Most Rev. Jaya Rao  

Polimera,  Bishop of Eluru Diocese.  Among the concelebrants were Father Suvar-

na Raj, secretary to the Bishop, and Father Johnson Puthenpurackal, OFM, Cap., 

president and correspondent of Degree College. Due to the Pandemic, only the Re-

gional Community and those in formation were present to witness the  “Yes” to the 

Lord of these five sisters.   
 

Bishop Jaya Rao’s homily was both inspiring and challenging.  While he focused 

on our three promises of poverty, chastity, and obedience, he especially under-

scored obedience, the surrendering of one’s own will. Sister Maria Xavier, regional 

superior, graciously received their Temporary Oblation and prided that another 

group in the Regina Pacis Region offered their lives to the Lord. 
 

The newly professed sisters expressed words of gratitude to all those present and to 

those who walked together with them on this journey especially their beloved par-

ents who unfortunately could not be present for this 

joyous occasion due to the restrictions of COVID-19. 
 

After the Eucharistic Liturgy, the community rejoiced 

with the newly Junior Professed Sisters. In Indian fash-

ion, they were donned with garlands and shawls and 

participated in the traditional cake-cutting ceremony. 
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                                                    Hope for the Future 

The community felt the close presence of the entire Institute when the message of 

congratulations and blessings of our dear Mother General, Sister Ascenza Tizzano 

was read.  
 

“What a joy it is for me to greet and congratulate you on this special day. We 

offer you our prayers for your courage to forward this desire. We invoke Saint 

Lucy Filippini to guide and bless your efforts as you more earnestly embrace 

her spirit. May Our Lady Queen of Peace and patron of your region, reach out 

to you with her loving grace. We pray she grants you a more intimate gift of 

her Divine Son and allows His presence to grow in you until you each become 

one in Him.”   
 

The community felt the absence of the many guests who usually participate in 

these significant events, especially family members and those in and around the 

Mariapuram Campus who bring a jovial and encouraging presence. Sisters of the 

community, however, did everything possible to make the day solemn and special 

with the well-prepared Liturgy, melodious singing, colorful decorations, and a de-

licious meal which was shared in a very joyful atmosphere.   
 

We congratulate the newly Junior Professed Sisters and pray for them that they 

imbibe the spirituality of Saint Lucy Filippini and spread the love of God to every 

corner of the earth. 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

On August 15, 2020, on the solemnity of the Assumption of Mary, during 

the Eucharistic Adoration,  four Postulants Shanthi Narni, Sanitha Dhodrai,  

Regina Lakra, and Cristina Lakra were accepted into the Novitiate and were 

entrusted into the hands of the new Novice Formator, Sister Shiji Chacko. 

We also congratulate the new Novices and their Formator as they begin 

their journey and pray that they may be guided by the spirit of God.  May 

they receive the gift of perseverance in their religious vocation. 
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                   Province of Saint Lucy 

                                           Genesis Day and Day of Prayer  

                    Embark on Community Study   

                                              Laudato Si’ 

 
 

The Saint Lucy Province has faithfully committed to this year’s study of “Laudato 

Si’.” Their annual Genesis Day and monthly retreat day each virtually focused on 

this theme.  The speakers for each of these days were Bishop Emeritus Arthur Ser-

ratelli and Rev. Richard Carton. They offered their reflection each coming from a 

different stance, and each attempting to create a study that was informative and ap-

plicable to daily living.  

 

Bishop Serratelli, scripture scholar and the speaker for Genesis 

Day, offered in a two-part conference an enriching examination 

of the Genesis creation stories, that are referenced in the Encyc-

lical itself.  Applied to religious life, these are an excellent guide 

to daily convent living as well as for making an impact on our 

suffering world. 

 

Points covered by the Bishop included: What is our relationship 

with the world of nature? ... We were created to “till” and “tend” the world – how 

do we care for and protect our world? ...  The Trinity is relational; how are we rela-

tional to one another and the world of nature? ...  We are called to serve our world; 

how do we respect one another and the world of nature, using our resources as 

Community? ... Our greatest resource is charity, demonstrated through prayer and 

connection of positive service to one another… Social issues are part of the Gospel 

message; we cannot separate politics from religion… Our hearts, too, must be 

tended in order to image God’s relationship with all creation; it is that compassion 

of God that we must imitate and share. 
 

In reference to the Encyclical, Sister Patricia Pompa, Provincial Superior, further 

addressed the sisters regarding the Community’s application of the Bishop’s rec-

ommendations.  She reminded the sisters that we are being called to develop a 

healthy ecological spirituality, and that as an International Community, we are 

connected to one another no matter where we are. 
 

The plan to study the Encyclical on the local level was presented to the sisters.  

Sister Patricia asked that the sisters study one chapter of “Laudato Si’ ” each 

month and prepare a tangible goal. These goals could then be shared province-wide 

and perhaps inspire possible activities in other locations. 
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                              Day of  Prayer  
Also based on the Encyclical, Reverend Richard Carton pre-

sented his topic “Wonderfully and Fearfully Made: A Reflec-

tion in the Light of That Which Is Known” at the Day of Pray-

er. These are highlights of Father Carton’s two talks: Pope 

Francis calls us as Catholics to do our part. Reading this doc-

ument, one can be overwhelmed, asking, “What can an indi-

vidual or a small community possibly do?” We are called to 

be caretakers and to recognize our responsibility for which we 

will be accountable.  We are not the owners of the earth; we 

have a different sense of responsibility.  The gifts of creation are given to us to be 

seen and used from the perspective of love; they have been given in love and must 

be shared in love. 
 

As people of faith, we need a higher motivation than that of society.  We must see 

that there is a disproportionate distribution of our world’s resources.  We, with a 

small population, have a greater amount and use of the resources.  Though this is 

not new to us, we are called to do something about it, instead of trying to justify 

ourselves.   
 

We are called to a stronger understanding of the motivation of love for one anoth-

er. Do not amass goods to the point where we become dependent upon them. We 

must be a sign, using goods in a detached manner, living like Christ. Called to limit 

our use of resources, our motivation must be love… By sacrificing for another, we 

“put flesh” on our prayer.  We may be incapable of doing some things mentioned 

in the document, yet we can all pray for a more equitable distribution and the con-

version of heart in ourselves and others.  All of us can do something, however 

small, for the benefit of others. Our Holy Father asks us to make a difference for 

the sake of our “common home.”  
  

Father Carton identified three role models of this selflessness called for in the doc-

ument: Saint Francis of Assisi, Blessed Carlo Acutis, and Sister Clare Maria of the 

Trinity in the Heart of Mary. Each contributed uniquely through actions of love for 

others. 
 

Father concluded his conference referencing the elements of the earth (bread and 

wine, oil, and water) used in our sacraments through which God allows the life of 

Jesus to be manifested to us, and to share for the benefit of others.  These two 

presentations provided the impetus to delve into this year’s study program.   
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             ASLF Goes Virtual 
 

The ASLF Acceptance and Recommitment Litur-

gy went virtual on September 26, 2020, at Morn-

ing Star House of Prayer, Trenton, New Jersey. 

Through the assistance of Sister Elizabeth Dales-

sio and Zoom, it became possible. Associates 

joined in the session from Australia, New Mexico, 

Florida, Connecticut, New York, and New Jersey.  
 

A virtual Pilgrimage, in PowerPoint, In St. Lucy’s Footsteps, by Sister Lucy Bat-

tistuz, was emailed to the women to view prior to this gathering. This visual al-

lowed the Associates the opportunity to participate in the travels of the women 

who made the Pilgrimage to Rome last November and to virtually track all the re-

spective places that were part of Saint Lucy’s life.   
 

Sister Betty Jean Takacs, provincial councilor, Sister 

Lucy Battistuz, co-director, Sister Diana Yodris, Sis-

ter Josephine Aparo, lectors, Sister Elizabeth Dales-

sio, technology facilitator, and Michele Felver, can-

tor, joined Reverend Kenneth Brighenti in the cele-

bration of Liturgy, Mary, Mother of Divine Hope, at 

the Morning Star House of Prayer. He agreed that 

Our Lady of Hope is a perfect theme for this Pandem-

ic.  In his encouraging message, he reminded the As-

sociates how fortunate they are to be part of this lov-

ing, caring community.   

 Four new members were accepted virtually by Sister Bet-

ty Jean Takacs, Provincial Councilor, (representing Sister 

Patricia Pompa, Provincial Superior). In the name of the 

ASLF, Michele Felver, a team member, recited her re-

commitment as the other women joined her virtually. Sis-

ter Betty Jean stated that the Filippini Community was 

blessed to have the ASLF as part of the community. She 

experienced first-hand in Hammonton, New Jersey, all 

the good work the women are doing and their availability 

to the Sisters.  
 

Special anniversaries of 35, 20, and 10 years were even celebrated.  Congratula-

tions to all these women who continue year after year to be faithful to this com-

mitment.  
 

Responses from the women confirmed they wished they could have been at Villa 

Walsh but appreciated that technology made it possible for them to still be togeth-

er. They agreed the day was well prepared, spiritual, and as always inspiring. 


