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         Sister Filomena Costanzi, MPF 
 
                Tagliacozzo AQ   October 30.1934 
 

               Rome              July 8, 2020 

 
Sister Filomena Costanzi, born in Tagliacozzo AQ on October 30, 1934, 

entered the Pontifical Institute of the Maestre Pie Filippini on October 5, 

1949, received the religious habit on September 6, 1953, and made her 

Perpetual Oblation on August 30. 1956. 

 

During her years of apostolic ministry, Sister Filomena taught in the elementary school, was a 

catechist, and cared for boarders and orphans in various communities.  In the following 

communities, she served as local superior and bursar: Pescara, Frascati-Via S. Lucia Filippini, 

Rome-Via Laurentina, Basel (Switzerland), Castelgandolfo RM, Nettuno-Casa del Sole RM, 

L'Aquila, Tarquinia -Via Rosselle VT, Rome-Via Trevignano Romano, Rome-Via Sangemini. 
 

Strong and single-minded, active, and available, Sister Filomena shared her talents, always animated 

by a deep sense of responsibility and a spirit of sacrifice. Intuitive and sensitive, she recognized the 

needs and responded to them creatively and with sound judgment. Despite her many responsibilities, 

she never neglected community commitments and had a watchful eye and concern for the sisters’ 

needs.  Attentive to everyone and everything, she tried to find solutions to the problems of everyday 

life with benevolence and goodness. Her life’s constant nourishment was prayer and meditation, 

which bore fruits of self-control, charity, and humility. 
 

As an educational coordinator in the school, Sister Filomena left behind a reputation of commitment, 

competence, and respect for all who collaborated with her. She knew how to face difficult situations 

and asked for assistance when necessary. With a spirit of love and trust, she placed her strength and 

farsightedness at the service of the Lord, of the community, and anyone in need. 
 

During her years in Castelgandolfo, when the Pope went to the Pontifical Villa for the usual period 

of rest, she was tireless, caring, attentive to details, in lending her service, always efficient and 

tactful at the service of the Vatican gendarmerie. She knew how to combine style, cordiality, and 

precision with Christian simplicity, sobriety, and respect for the values of consecrated life. 
 

After her active ministry, Sister Filomena dedicated her time to welcoming pupils and assisted 

parents who had any inquiries or who were worried about their children’s progress or behavior.  She 

was looked upon as a solicitous, wise, and supportive counselor. 
 

Sister Filomena struggled for many years with various health problems, always disguising her pain 

so as not to concern the sisters. Confidently, she entrusted all suffering and discomfort to the hands 

of God and spent a long time in silent prayer invoking the help and protection of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. The last stretch of her earthly life was marked by an unrelenting illness, which she faced with 

indomitable courage, serenity, and patience, blessing the Lord, and offering every sacrifice for the 

Institute and her loved ones. 
 

Her intense physical and moral suffering, accepted with a strength of mind and in a spirit of faith, 

ended on July 8, 2020, at Volto Santo, when the Lord came to meet her to crown her as His bride 

forever. 
 

Sister Filomena’s body was buried in the family tomb, in the Tagliacozzo AQ cemetery. 
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            Sister Concetta Fedeli, MPF 

 
           Marta VT            March 7, 1922  

 

             Montefiascone VT    July 8, 2020 

 

 

 

                          

                                               

 

Sister Concetta Fedeli was born in Marta VT on March 7, 1922, in a deeply Christian family. Her 

brother was also called to priesthood in the Congregation of the Fathers of Don Orione. 

 

Sister Concetta entered the Diocesan Institute of the Maestre Pie Filippini in Montefiascone on 

August 21, 1941; she received the religious habit and made her Perpetual Oblation on October 15, 

1945. 

 

Sister Concetta was faithful to her mission as an educator teaching kindergarten in various locations 

in the Diocese of Montefiascone VT: Grotte di Castro, Montefiascone –  "Corpus Domini" Parish, 

Piansano, Onano, Montefiascone "S.Giuseppe " Parish, Valentano, Ischia di Castro, Tessennano, 

Canino and  Gradoli. 

 

For her little ones, Sister Concetta was both a teacher and a loving mother. And to those many 

groups of children whom she prepared for the reception of First Holy Communion, she was a fervent 

and tireless catechist. 

 

Sister Concetta offered a luminous witness of fidelity to her life of consecration. She had pleasant 

and enriching conversations with everyone; she knew how to place herself beside each one with 

respect and delicacy. With her sisters, she was available and lent herself to meet everyone in every 

need, humbly aware of her talents, but likewise meekly accepting her limitations. 

 

When Sister Concetta was no longer able to remain in active ministry, she was called back to 

Montefiascone. During her several years in retirement, Sister Concetta engaged in small and 

precious services to the community.  She was attentive to the telephone and entrance and also 

embroidered, sewed, mended and ironed. Everyone could turn to her, certain that the request would 

be satisfied. 

 

Sister Concetta had special regard for the sick sisters, serving them with loving dedication, 

accompanying them in their last moments, and gently sharing her prayer. Her continuous spirit of 

prayer remained with her until the end of her days. Trusting invocations to the Lord and to Our Lady 

persisted until the end of her days.  

 

Sister Concetta concluded her earthly life on July 8, 2020, in Montefiascone. 

Sister Concetta’s mortal remains rest in the tomb of the Institute, in the cemetery of Montefiascone 

VT. 

 

 

 



4 

 

 
         Sister Teresa Evelina Manupelli, MPF 

 
          Castel Gandolfo RM    May 19, 1932 
 

           Rome      July20, 2020  

 
 

 

 

 

Sister Teresa Evelina Manupelli, born in Castel Gandolfo RM on May 19, 1932, entered the Institute 

of the Maestre Pie Filippini on October 9, 1947. When she entered, her older sister, Sister Marcella, 

was already in the community. Sister Teresa received her religious habit on October 15, 1950, and 

made her Perpetual Oblation on September 6, 1953. 

 

Sister Teresa spent many years as a primary grade teacher and catechist in the communities of 

Sulmona AQ,  Naples, Rome-Via Caboto, Rome-Via delle Fornaci. She was also a local superior 

during this time. 

 

Upon retiring from active ministry, she spent a stretch of time in Rome, Via Sangemini, serving the 

community, before being transferred to "Volto Santo" due to declining health conditions,   It was 

here where the Lord called her to Himself forever, on  July 20, 2020. 

 

Sister Teresa’s strong love for the Institute gave her a deep sense of belonging. In her conversation, 

she expressed how proud and privileged she was that her place of birth, Castel Gandolfo, was 

intensely marked by the presence of the Maestre Pie and their benevolent concern for the Popes 

nearby.  

 

With a strong and lively nature, Sister Teresa acquired over time a remarkable capacity for self-

control. She knew how to conceal her discomforts and differences, showing herself balanced and 

calm. Her interactions were cordial and polite. 

 

Determined and single-minded, Sister Teresa successfully applied herself intellectually, manually, 

and artistically. With a strong sense of duty, she gave the best of herself. She stimulated healthy 

ambitions even with her students and encouraged them to make use of the talents they received. 

 

Sister Teresa devoted much time to personal prayer. She was punctual and present for community 

events and attentive and respectful to liturgical rubrics.  She continually entrusted herself to the 

protection of the Virgin Mary, assured that she was looked upon with maternal benevolence. 

 

Advancing in time and age, she spent her long days waiting calmly and confidently to see the "day 

without a sunset.”     
 

Sister Teresa’s mortal remains rest in the tomb of the Institute in the cemetery of Nettuno RM. 
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       Sister Celestina (Maria Celeste) Moffa, MPF 

 

      Riccia CB       November15,   1928 
 

      Rome, Via Sangemini   July 23, 2020  

 

 

 

Sister Celestina (Maria Celeste) Moffa, born in Riccia CB on November 15, 1928, entered the 

Institute of the Maestre Pie Filippini on August 31, 1946, received her religious habit on October 5, 

1947, and made her Perpetual Oblation on September 15, 1951. 

 

Sister Celestina served in the communities of Sala Consilina SA, Nettuno-Via Matteotti RM, Rome-

Via dell’Orso, and Rome-Via Sangemini, where she spent most of her life. Nobility of soul, 

simplicity, humility, hospitality, good humor, maximum availability, these traits best describe Sister 

Celestina. 

 

Endowed with a quick and lively intelligence, balanced and practical, Sister Celestina loved to listen 

and to learn from everyone, always open to broadening her horizons of mind and heart. Sister 

Celestina was a woman of great generosity and altruism.  She worked tirelessly with a spirit of 

sacrifice and service for her sisters and for all those she saw in difficulty or in need. 

 

She knew how to perceive and promptly intervene in subsidizing the needs of others, even at the cost 

of depriving herself and sacrificing her own needs. With prudent wisdom, she tried to satisfy the 

requests of each sister, always, however, with respect for evangelical poverty and careful solidarity 

with the poor. 

 

Sister Celestina loved community life and actively participated in formative meetings and 

discussions. Her contributions matched her intensely rich and lived spirituality. She had a strong 

sense of belonging to the Institute and deeply felt its charism of evangelization and mission, which 

she sought to live directly among those she approached, but above all by offering her daily activities 

of service and, often, of renunciation for the edification of the Church 

 

Sister Celestina’s approach was a combination of both Martha and that of Mary. Her life was 

animated by a great spirit of prayer. She was present and attentive for community celebrations, she 

intensely cultivated her relationship with the Lord, and tenderly venerated Our Lady of Mount 

Carmel, to whom she had been linked since childhood. 

 

Struck by an incurable disease, Sister Celestina was able to calmly face her sufferings with an 

uplifting faith, courage, and love, clear of mind and heart, in the footsteps of the crucified Divine 

Spouse, until her end, on July 24, 2020. 

 

The sisters remember Sister Celestina with gratitude for who she was for each of them.  They will 

keep in their hearts all the good works she has done and the fraternal love with which she loved 

them. 

 

Sister Celestina’s mortal remains are laid in the tomb of the Institute in the cemetery of Nettuno RM. 
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Sister Mary Dolores Ferrecchia, MPF 
           

   Marlboro Mass        November 12, 1923 

   Morristown, NJ               July 25, 2020 
 

Sister Mary Dolores Ferrecchia, MPF, 96, died peacefully on Saturday, July 

25, 2020, in Morristown Medical Center, New Jersey.   

Born in Marlboro, Massachusettes, on November 12, 1923, Sister Mary 

Dolores entered the Institute of the Religious Teachers Filippini on November 

29, 1952.  She received her religious habit on August 17, 1953, and made her Perpetual Oblation on 

August 26, 1956. 
 

Sister Mary Dolores received a Bachelor of Arts degree in French with a minor in Spanish from 

Good Counsel College in White Plains, New York, and a Master of Arts degree in French from 

Seton Hall University in South Orange, New Jersey. Early in her educational ministry, Sister Mary 

Dolores was afforded an opportunity to advance her expertise in Spanish by residing with the 

Dominican Sisters of Fatima in Ponce, Puerto Rico, and also joined them in their catechetical 

ministry.  
 

Remembered fondly as an outstanding educator, Sister Marry Dolores taught at Villa Victoria 

Academy for over twenty-eight years.  Additionally, she served as coordinator of students who 

boarded at the Academy and was highly respected for her oral and written linguistic talents. Sister 

Mary Dolores also ministered in Saint Joseph High School in Hammonton, New Jersey, for more 

than twenty years as a part-time teacher of French.  Among her responsibilities, one most cherished 

was moderating the Associates of Saint Lucy Filippini (ASLF). This role offered her the opportunity 

to interact with women devoted to Saint Lucy and also to the community. Through her creative 

spiritual gifts, she invited and guided them to a deeper and more profound life of prayer.   
  

Sister Ascenza Tizzano, General Superior, shared these sentiments, “Sister Mary Dolores eagerly 

volunteered to work on two major projects that accented the observance of our one-hundred-year 

history in America.  She was the assisting editor of ‘Overflowing with Gratitude’ our centennial 

memorial book, and the chief editor of our centennial DVD, ‘Walk with Us through a Century of 

Service.’ These treasured productions convey her deep sentiments and esteem for our Filippini 

history and presence in America.”     
 

Following her years of active ministry in education, Sister Mary Dolores continued to compose 

literary masterpieces on a full-time basis. Enjoying the prayerful atmosphere at Villa Walsh, Sister 

Mary Dolores spent her last years in Saint Joseph Hall, Home Healthcare Center most productively. 

She lived copiously and richly keeping her mind actively stimulated even though her body was frail 

and broken.  Her kind, polite manner leaves its mark among the sisters and the staff who cared for 

her.  What a legacy to live 96 years to the fullest!   
 

In the funeral tribute written by the Sisters and Alumnae of Villa Victoria Academy, the Class of 

1960 offered these sentiments: “As a woman whose high ideals we admired and whose friendship we 

cherished, Sister Mary Dolores served as an inspiration who mirrored ideals of gentle womanliness 

with her tranquil manner, soft-spoken voice, and quiet humor. Sister Mary Dolores was indeed a 

great influence on our lives.”   
 

Sister Ascenza Tizzano concluded her letter with these words, “May your entrance into eternal life, 

be so much more glorious than you ever anticipated, for it is written: ‘Eye has not seen, nor ear 

heard, the things which God has prepared for those who love Him.’” 
 

Sister Mary Dolores’ mortal remains are in Ave Maria Cemetery at Villa Walsh, Morristown, New 

Jersey  
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           Sister Lucia Mattatelli, MPF 
 

          Aliano MT      February 10, 1935 
 

          Rome                           August 9, 2020  

 
 

Sister Lucia Mattatelli, born in Aliano MT on February 10, 1935, entered the 

Pontifical Institute of the Maestre Pie Filippini on February 5, 1950, received 

the religious habit on September 14, 1952, and made her Perpetual Oblation 

on September 4, 1955. 

 

Sister Lucia has been in various communities: Terracina LT, Bitonto BA, Spoleto “S. Giovanni ”PG, 

Naples, Anzio RM, Basel (Switzerland), Pescara-Colli, Umbertide PG, Spoleto“ S. Gregorio ”PG. 

She rendered her apostolic services as a teacher, catechist, and a tireless missionary.  In some 

communities, she exercised the office of superior, in others, that of treasurer. She was also the 

provincial treasurer for a six-year term. 

 

Sister Lucia was active, generous and available to everyone and at all times. Humble and reserved, 

she carried out her role with precision and with responsibility.  She was able to foresee and satisfy 

the needs and desires of her sisters, and when someone was ill or hospitalized, she did everything 

she could to alleviate their suffering and discomfort. She related to everyone as an "older sister,"  

who accompanies, listens, encourages, helps, and corrects in a spirit of charity and discretion. She 

was strong, determined, affable, and capable of giving and forgiving. 

 

Sister Lucia was cordial and decisive with her pupils and parents. She knew how to counsel and also 

understand their poverty, especially during the years spent in Switzerland, among Italian emigrants. 

She prepared the pupils for their future with determination and patience; she worked to ensure that 

through learning catechism, they would come to know and love Jesus, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and 

Saint Lucy Filippini.   In Switzerland, Sister Lucia suffered the difficulty of not knowing the 

language, which prevented her from communicating according to her open and lively style. 

However, in the Center for Paraplegics, she always prepared and guided the Liturgy of the Word in 

place of the priest. This was done with diligence and commitment. 

 

She dedicated herself to the poor, the elderly, and the sick with patience and with serenity. For each 

one, Sister Lucia had a prayer, a word of comfort, always concrete help to share. She continuously 

placed herself in an attitude of fraternal welcome. The guests, whoever they were, the "bread of 

friendship" was always ready. 

 

Rest was not for her, she always appeared tireless; but after work, she took refuge in the chapel and 

prayed at length. She often remarked, "There, before Jesus I find my rest."  

 

When her teaching activity was terminated due to aging, Sister Lucia was at the complete disposal of 

the community. She continued to give with sacrifice and passion. She made herself available to any 

service needed, be it doorkeeper, cook or assisting to care for the children. 

 

Due to a stroke, she was admitted to the hospital in Umbria.  From there she was transferred to 

“Volto Santo.”   In her final days, she was hospitalized in Gemelli Polyclinic where the Lord visited 

her and deemed her ready for heaven: “Come, Spouse of  Christ... "  Silent and serene, she ended her 

days on earth on Sunday, August 9, 2020. 

 

Sister Lucia’s body rests in the cemetery of her native town, Aliano MT  
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            Sister Anne Amato, MPF 
 

   Reggio, Calabria, Itlay      November 9, 1923 
 

   Morristown                              August 16, 2020  

 
Sister Anne Amato, MPF, 96, died peacefully on Sunday, August 16, 2020, 

at St. Joseph Hall, Home Healthcare Center,Villa Walsh, Morristown, New  

Jersey. 

 

Born in Reggio, Calabria, Italy, on November 9, 1923, Sister Anne 

immigrated to the United States in 1938. She entered the Institute of the Religious Teachers Filippini 

on September 8, 1940, received the religious habit on June 15, 1941, and made her Perpetual 

Oblation on August 27, 1944. 

 

Sister Anne received a Bachelor of Science degree in Elementary Education from Seton Hall 

University in South Orange, New Jersey. In her educational ministry, Sister Anne taught most levels 

in the elementary school in New Jersey and New York. She completed successful and fruitful terms 

as principal and as local superior. 

 

As an outstanding educator, Sister Anne had a strong desire for ongoing professional development. 

She traveled to Mexico to study the Spanish language and culture. She availed herself of annual 

academic conferences and studied the synoptic Gospels at Dunwoodie Seminary in New York for 

several years. Even in her years of retirement, Sister Anne continued to serve as a classroom aide on 

a part-time basis.  

 

Following more than six decades of active evangelization, Sister Anne’s journey eventually led her 

to Villa Walsh, Motherhouse, where she spent many happy years in residence. Reading, sewing, and 

attending community functions, Sister Anne continued to find comfort and peace in her strong faith.  

 

In a letter of condolence to the Province, Sister Ascenza Tizzano, General Superior, recalled the 

positive impact Sister Anne had made on those to whom she ministered: “Although Sister Anne’s 

health has been challenging these recent years and her passing could be regarded as a blessing for 

her sake, my heart remains saddened to lose this Sister who has given so many years of faithful 

service to the community. Wherever she was sent to minister, she was loved by the people she 

served and was not easily forgotten. Through her goodness and witness, the community was blessed 

with vocations…” 

 

Longtime friend and sisterly companion, Sister Anne Louise Abascal, in her tribute, recalled the 

powerfully lived example of Sister Anne, “Because she was a very generous person, kind and soft-

spoken, I learned to be patient and kind-hearted. Though she was strict as a principal, she was 

always fair-minded; from this, I learned temperance.” May Sister Anne receive the reward of eternal 

life for her goodness, gentle spirit, and fidelity to the Lord. 

 

Sister Anne Amato’s mortal remains are in Ave Maria Cemetery at Villa Walsh, Morristown, New 

Jersey 
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    Sister Maristella Barresi  MPF 

 

   Militello in Val di Catania CT May 20, 1941 

   Rome              August 27, 2020  

 

Sister Maristella Barresi, was  born in Militello in Val di Catania CT on  

May 20, 1941.  She entered the Pontifical Institute of the Religious Teachers 

Filippini  on  October 22, 1969, and received her religious habit on August 

22,   1970.  Her  Promise of Fidelity (Temporary Oblation) was on August 

28, 1972, and her Perpetual Oblation on August 12, 1976. 
 

In the flower of her youth, Sister Maristella had moved from her native 

Sicily to Basel, Switzerland, where she found employment at the Italian Consulate. This is also 

where Sister Maristella first met the Maestre Pie.    Through frequent vistis,  she was impressed by 

the courage and serenity of the sisters who were acclimating to their new foundation and meeting the 

challenges of caring for Italian emigrant families.  It was in admiring the various works of the sisters 

that Sister Maristella discovered her vocation to Consecrated Life, and her passion for educational 

involvement was already an obvious desire. 
 

Through her years of active ministry, Sister Maristella served in Nettuno “Casa del Sole” RM, 

Tarquinia-Via Rosselle VT, Avezzano AQ, Pescara-Colli, Bitonto BA. She also exercised the office 

of Superior and Educational Coordinator.  Teacher, catechist, missionary, and evangelizer, these 

roles define Sister Maristella.  With enthusisam and working tirelessly, she inspired and involved 

others and was able to bring even those who seemed reluctant closer to the faith.   
 

Generous and available, courageous and ambitious, Sister Maristella did not allow herself to be 

discouraged by obstacles. She executed her role with professionalism  and a sense of responsibility 

and determination. Sister Maristella was thoughtful and attentive, capable of forseeing and satisfying 

the needs and desires of the sisters. Her attitude of fraternal welcome was steadfast and her ability to 

be persuasive and convincing made it comfortable for others to serenely accept her suggestions and 

proposals. 
 

With her pupils and parents, Sister Maristella was friendly and decisive, keen in  understanding and 

advising. She loved young people and gave her time, stood beside them, and followed them with 

tenacity and patience. She involved them in dialogue and reflection on authentic values, but above 

all she shared the "bread" of the Word of God with them. 
 

During her years spent in Bitonto, Sister Maristella often visited the elderly and the sick, instilling in 

them serenity and trust; she went in search of the very poor and the most disadvantaged were her 

closest friends. Gifted with creative ability and originality, she loved to write and set music to the 

poems she composed. Grace and naturalness, strength and efficency emanated from her entire being. 
 

With true apostolic enthusiasm, Sister Maristella dedicated herself to accompanying the Lay 

Assosiates on their spiritual journey. She suffered deeply when she realized that she could no longer 

participate in their scheduled meetings. 
 

When no longer capable of being active in the school, parish, and in pastoral care, Sister Maristella 

retired to Volto Santo where she spent her remaining years.  During this long period of her illness, 

the paternal hand of God made her ever more capable of inspiring courage, assurance and welcome 

for those who approached and visited her. 
 

Silent and serene, Sister Maristella immersed herself in eternal peace and beauty and entered the 

Heavenly Kingdom on August 27,  2020. 
 

Sister Maristella’s  body rests in the tomb of the Institute in the cemetery of Scurcola Marsicana AQ. 
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           Sister Angela Iantosca, MPF    

   

             Montefalcione AV December 01, 1927 
 

             Rome    September 19, 2020  

 

Sister Angela Iantosca was born in Montefalcione AV on 

December 1, 1927, entered the Pontifical Institute of the 

ReligiousTeachers Filippini on August 6, 1945, received the 

religious habit on September 1, 1946, and consecrated herself 

forever to the Lord on October 3, 1949. 

 

Sister Angela was in the communities of Bitonto BA, Teggiano SA, and Naples, where she 

dedicated her years to teaching kindergarten, and tended to the daily activities of service necessary 

to the local community. Sister Angela was animated by a simple but strong faith, always letting 

herself be guided by the Lord, and serenely entrusting herself to the voice of her superiors. 

 

Sister Angela was straightforward and genuine; wherever she served, she left an indelible memory. 

To the sisters, she was a teacher of goodness and humility and her needs were few. Attentive and 

considerate, she willingly rendered herself to help, even at the cost of sacrifice. Endowed with a 

generous heart, she was most satisfied when making others happy. She actively participated in 

community events and cherished her life of prayer.      

 

A loving and patient educator, Sister Angela welcomed the little ones with a reassuring smile and 

always extended a good word for each child. She often visited people who were sick and oppressed  

by  loneliness, supporting them with prayer and the comfort of faith. As long as her health permitted,  

Sister Angela was an assiduous blood donor.  This gesture was performed with a religious spirit and 

with the conviction that she had received the gift of health from the Lord, and wanted to share it with 

those who were suffering. 

 

Sister Angela had a special passion for plants, they sprouted and blossomed in her loving care and 

she knew their every secret.    No one left her without being gifted with a plant, and also with the 

necessary instructions for grooming it. 

 

When her strength began to fail, not wanting to be a burden in the local community, Sister Angela 

asked to be transferred to Volto Santo where she spent her last years in prayer and in peaceful 

waiting for the Lord, who came to meet her on the morning of  September 19, 2020, to lead her into 

His eternal Kingdom. 

 

Sister Angela’s mortal remains rest in the tomb of the Institute in the cemetery of Scurcola 

Marsicana AQ. 
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                     Sister Claire Ouimet, MPF  
 

                  Bristol, Connecticut      October 25, 1938 
               

                  Morristown, NJ        September 30, 2020   
 
 

Sister Claire Ouimet, MPF, 81, died peacefully on Wednesday, September 30, 

2020, in Morristown Medical Center, Morristown, New Jersey. 
 

Born in Bristol, Connecticut, on October 25, 1938, Sister Claire entered the 

Institute of the Religious Teachers Filippini on September 8, 1956. She 

received the Religious habit on August 25, 1957, and made her Perpetual 

Oblation on September 4, 1960.  
 

Sister Claire received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Elementary Education from Seton Hall 

University, South Orange, New Jersey, and a Masters Degree in Supervision and Curriculum from 

William Paterson College in Wayne, New Jersey. She proudly held certifications in New Jersey for 

Elementary Teacher as well as K-12 Administrator and Supervisor. Attending conventions and 

workshops on a regular basis bolstered her expertise in Catholic Education.  
 

During her many years as both teacher and principal, Sister Claire maintained a maternal affection 

for her students, valued the dignity of each, spoke to them and of them respectfully.    Her teachers 

were formed and challenged to approach their students in the same manner.  In return, Sister Claire 

reaped this same respect and esteem that she promoted from the students and teachers alike. 
 

A local superior for many years, Sister Claire was loved and respected by the sisters in her local 

convent. She fostered among them a mature freedom and exemplified her authority more by 

example: a deep prayer life, a genuine reverence and concern for each person, provided for the 

sisters’ needs, and was noted for her generosity and graciousness.   
 

As an esteemed member of the community, Sister Claire was appointed member of the provincial 

task force to study the Filippini schools as well as a member of the provincial committee for the 

study of the health care facility. Having been elected Provincial Councilor and delegate, she 

participated in several Provincial Chapters. Beginning as Coordinator of Elementary Education, 

Sister Claire’s influence broadened as Director of Ministries, serving in these executive capacities 

for over ten years.  
 

Having endured a serious illness for almost two decades, Sister Claire viewed her condition as “a 

gift from the Lord.”  “I was given the gift of the Cross and I accepted it.” This statement was quoted 

by Sister Ascenza Tizzano, General Superior, a lifelong friend. In her letter to the Province of Saint 

Lucy, Sister Ascenza testified to the way Sister Claire embraced this gift: “Sister Claire never 

begrudged and never reneged accepting the gift of the Cross. In surrendering to the Cross, she was 

given courage, strength, and peace. . . Still joyful, still wanting to serve, she continued to reach out 

to God’s people. . . Glorious, without doubt, is her entrance into heaven! With heartfelt gratitude, 

she returns her worn Cross and receives the crown of eternal life, worthy of a faithful spouse of 

Christ.” 
 

 “The Cross is the flower of His marked elect,  

        and the fruit it bears is divine.  

   Choose it, my heart. It is a beautiful sign.”  

  taken from, The Sign of the Cross,  by Jessica Powers 
 

Sister Claire’s mortal remains are in Ave Maria Cemetery at Villa Walsh, Morristown, New Jersey. 
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                                                       Sister Antoniette De Nardo, MPF 

 
                 Blue Anchor, NJ  June 12, 1934 
 

                 Morristown, NJ   September 30, 2020  
 

Sister Antoniette De Nardo, MPF, 86, died unexpectedly on Wednesday, 

September 30, 2020, in Saint Joseph Hall, Home Health Care Center,   Villa 

Walsh, Morristown, New Jersey. 
 

Born in Blue Anchor, New Jersey, on June 12, 1934, Sister Antoniette 

entered the Institute of the Religious Teachers Filippini on September 2, 

1951. She received the religious habit on August 31, 1952 and made her 

Perpetual Oblation on July 3, 1955. 
  

Sister Antoniette received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Elementary Education from Catholic 

Teachers College in Providence, Rhode Island, and a Masters in Education Degree in History from 

University of Hartford in Connecticut.  
 

Following the call of Christ the Teacher, Sister Antoniette brought the light of faith to the students 

she taught in many schools throughout New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, and 

Rhode Island, obediently answering the call to go wherever she was sent on mission. After more 

than forty years of classroom instruction, Sister Antoniette served as pastoral minister, offered part 

time religious instruction, and assisted the principal in the school office. Wherever she was assigned, 

Sister Antoniette was always present in the parish. She was very active in the Saint Vincent de Paul 

Society and leaves a legacy of making rosaries and promoting devotion to Our Lady. 
 

For many years Sister Antoniette would spend her summers volunteering in Saint Joseph Hall, 

tenderly caring for the elderly sisters. She herself became a resident there for less than two months 

before being called to her eternal home.  
 

Sister Antoniette spent her last years of ministry in the town where she grew up, attending Saint 

Joseph’s grammar and high schools in Hammonton, New Jersey. Not long after her passing, the 

parish Facebook page was quickly filled with warm remembrances. Here are but a few: “God has 

called an angel home!” “Sister Antoniette will be thought of daily when we use the rosaries that 

Sister made. A beautiful heart and so sweet.” “A good friend and a wonderful role model.” “She was 

always a source of calm.” “I am deeply saddened to hear about the passing of Sister Antoniette. She 

was a wonderful teacher and a kind woman. I feel blessed to have known her and worked with her.” 

“She was so helpful in our Saint Vincent de Paul Society here. We will never forget her wisdom and 

kindness, a very saintly woman of God.” 
 

During the Mass of Christian Burial for Sister Antoniette, Bishop Emeritus Arthur Serratelli stated, 

“For this purpose: to help others find the true happiness that God intends for us, Sister Antoniette 

dedicated her life as a religious ever since she was seventeen. She knew that Jesus is the only truth 

that answers our deepest questions. . . Today, as we hand her back to God, we pray that, for her 

faithful and tireless service, lived so generously in response to Jesus, she now hears him say: ‘Well 

done, good and faithful servant…Enter the joy of your master.” 
 

Sister Antoniette’s mortal remains are in Ave Maria Cemetery at Villa Walsh, Morristown, New 

Jersey. 
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                             Sister Antonietta Di Caro, MPF 
 

 Trieste           November 21, 1933 
   

  Rome,  Sangemini         November 4,  2020 

  

Sister Antonietta Di Caro, born in Trieste on November 21, 1933, entered 

the Institute of the Religious Teachers Filippini on August 10, 1947. Her 

acquaintance with the Institute was initiated through her aunt, Sister Elena 

Drago, MPF, a missionary in the United States.  She received the religious 

habit on September 15, 1951, and made her Perpetual Oblation on 

September 12, 1954. 
 

In her teaching apostolate, Sister Antonietta served in various houses of the 

Institute: Nettuno-Via Matteotti RM, Anzio RM, Avezzano AQ, L’Aquila, Rome-Via Trevignano 

Romano, Frascati RM, Castel Gandolfo RM, Rome-Via delle Fornaci. In addition, she held the 

office of local Superior in some of these places.    Sister Antonietta also collaborated and assisted in 

the initial religious formation of the Postulants. 
 

A woman of great interiority and spirit of prayer, Sister Antonietta remained long hours in the chapel 

and devoted herself to meditation; she welcomed and deepened her knowledge of the Word, which 

she considered  as indispensable light and strength to fully live her life of consecration. 

sick 

Careful and precise, Sister Antonietta fulfilled the responsibilities that were entrusted to her with a 

sense of commitment. In every task, she demonstrated a keen sense of belonging to the Institute and 

dedicated all her human and spiritual gifts to bring them to completion, convinced that she was 

doing God's will. 
 

Sister Antonietta was a significant presence in the community, an example of patience and fraternal 

charity. She showed herself to be a person of dialogue, open to collaboration, and deeply humble. 

With joy she thanked the Lord for the talents granted to her sisters, whom she loved and sincerely 

esteemed. She was always available to them and helped them in need, regardless of her fatigue. In 

all things, Sister Antonietta was aware of living her vocation as a consecrated person. The meaning 

of her life was to live for Jesus and in Jesus. 
 

With a gentle, simple and discreet style, Sister Antonietta dedicated herself to welcoming young 

university students and other guests, in Rome, Via Arco dei Ginnasi where she remained until 2018. 

In the first years of her stay in this community, Sister Antonietta carried out the educational mission 

in the school: she took care of the formation of the students, drawing inspiration as a daughter from 

the Holy Foundress. However, following the opening of the Guest House, she carried out any work 

that was requested of her, always with a smile, convinced that every person welcomed could meet 

the Lord through her. Sister Antonietta’s testimony did not escape the gaze of the university students 

to whom, with compassion, she offered words of comfort and closeness in prayer. 
 

Due to precarious health conditions, in the last two years of life, Sister Antonietta retired to 

Sangemini. Struck by a cerebral ischemia, on November 4, 2020, she concluded this earthly journey 

to meet the Bridegroom to whom she dedicated her entire being. 
 

Sister Antonietta’s mortal remains rest in the tomb of the Institute, in the cemetery of Nettuno RM. 
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           Sister Caterina Mattei, MPF 
 

          Piansano VT       July 31, 1936 
 

          Castel Giorgio TR      November 21, 2020 

 

 

Sister Caterina Mattei, born in Piansano VT on July 31, 1936, entered 

the Diocesan Institute of the Religious Teachers Filippini in 

Montefiascone, soon after completing her elementary school on 

October 23, 1948. 

 

At the end of the novitiate on November 4, 1954, she received her religious habit and professed her 

Oblation consecrating herself to God forever. 

 

After obtaining her master's degree in 1958, Sister Caterina began her mission as a teacher in the 

primary school of Montefiascone. Eligible to teach in the state schools, she taught in Civita 

Castellana VT, then again in Montefiascone, at the Villa Margherita, where disabled children were 

hosted. She also taught in Acquapendente, Latera, Orte, Bolsena. Transferred to Proceno VT in 

1973,  Sister Caterina, continued to carry her mission of Maestra Pia with total dedication teaching 

in the school and catechesis.  She tirelessly dedicated herself to the evangelization of families, 

especially adults. 

 

Cordial with everyone, Sister Caterina easily became acquainted with the people she approached; 

she was esteemed, appreciated and respected.  

 

For two distinct periods, in a spirit of obedience, Sister Caterina terminated direct participation in the 

school and held roles of responsibility in various houses of the Institute: Tarquinia VT, Terracina 

LT, Bolsena VT and  Castel Giorgio TR. 

 

Sister Caterina leaves a testimony of authenticity and generous commitment in her consecrated life. 

She is remembered among her sisters and acquaintances as an affable person, patient, a lover of 

peace, and attentive and precise in fulfilling her duties. She was very devoted to prayer. 

 

On November 21, 2020, on the feast of the Presentation of Mary in the Temple, the day the 

Religious Teachers confirm their Oblation, Sister Caterina returned to the Father's house to commit 

in person, in a definitive way, the life she had offered in her youth to the One who will be her 

"Spouse forever," just as Saint Lucy loved to repeat. 

 

Sister Caterina’s mortal remains rest in the tomb of the Institute in the cemetery of Bolsena VT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

                                         



15 

 

               Sister Carmela Boccapianola, MPF 
 

      Bitonto BA            June 11, 1946 
        
      Rome, Gemelli Polyclinic     November 24, 2020 

 

 

Sister Carmela Boccapianola was born in Bitonto BA on June 11, 

1946.  She entered the Pontifical Institute of the Religious Teachers 

Filippini on October 2, 1968, received the religious habit on August 

15, 1975, and made her Perpetual Oblation on August 1, 1979. 

 

Sister Carmela spent only five years in education, between Sala 

Consilina and Teggiano-Prato Perillo SA. For more than forty years, Sister Carmela met the needs of 

our retired and infirm sisters, dedicated and tending to their every need. She medicated their wounds, 

bathed them, and lifted up the elderly and those confined to bed.  

 

It can be said that throughout her consecrated life Sister Carmela lived the Word of the Gospel: "... I 

was sick and you visited me, I was hungry and you gave me to eat ..." For many sisters, Sister 

Carmela was the good Samaritan who with love and competence helped, cared for and assisted our 

sisters in time of illness and old age. 

 

Sister Carmela reached out to each sister wherever they were, in the refectory, in their rooms, in the 

chapel, and administered to each one the prescribed medications. Prompt and punctual, she would 

bring meals to the sisters who were confined to their rooms, and after Mass, she always gave them 

the Bread of life, Jesus in the Eucharist. 

  

The sisters of the community were edified by Sister Carmela’s example of self-denial, and admired 

her practical intelligence, ever-alert memory, and her strong sense of duty. She was very precise and 

orderly in keeping health documentation and the clinical records of each sister. When the doctor 

requested a document, she knew immediately where to find it. 

 

To those who ask ‘where does this wisdom came from?’ the sisters who knew her respond convinced 

that the Lord had given her His wisdom, the wisdom He promised to the simple, the humble, the 

poor in spirit and to those who trust.  Sister Carmela totally entrusted herself to the Lord. In the 

midst of her busyness she was present at times of prayer, meditation, and fraternal and community 

life. 

 

Sister Carmela was attentive and caring also towards her family, particularly to her elderly mother. 

She spoke with them at the phone, comforted and supported them with her faith in Divine 

Providence, convinced that where man cannot reach, God certainly attends. 

 

The Institute that she loved and served so well was saddened by her departure on November 24, 

2020. We entrust the blessed soul of Sister Carmela to the Lord, and accepting His divine plan, 

repeat with the great poet, Dante: "In your will is our peace ... " 

 

Her body is buried in the family tomb in Bitonto BA. 
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                Sister Anatolia Scrocca, MPF 
                                     

               Tagliacozzo AQ              July 10, 1925 

                      

         Rome, Sangemini          December 21, 2020 

 
 

 

Sister Anatolia Scrocca, born in Tagliacozzo AQ on July 10, 1925, entered 

the Institute on October 21, 1940, received the habit of the Religious 

Teachers Filippini on October 4, 1942, and made her Perpetual Oblation on  September 1, 1946. 

 

Sister Anatolia spent many years sharing her gifts in the apostolate in various houses of the Institute, 

and in some places she returned a second and a third time. She served in Anzio RM, Frascati RM, 

Umbertide PG, Rome-Via Sangemini, Terracina LT, Rome-Via dell’Orso, Tarquinia VT. 

 

Sister Anatolia ministered in various positions in the Institute: primary school teacher, assistant in 

the religious formation of the Postulants, head of the boarders, local superior and school assistant. 

With each role, she held significant responsibilities. Her duties were performed with a great sense of 

accountability and precision. Everywhere, she proved to be an exemplary teacher, generous, 

attentive, helpful, caring and always serene. To everyone and everywhere, she radiated peace, 

welcome and wisdom. 

 

Sister Anatolia truly loved the Holy Foundress and was committed to imitating her and spreading her 

knowledge and devotion. She was grateful to the Lord and proud to be a Maestra Pia. She had a 

great sense of belonging to our religious family, and she testified to this in her choices and 

engagements. 

 

She was a woman who lived in communion and peace, not only within the communities, but also 

with the parents of the pupils and with laity in general. Everyone remembers her for the good she 

accomplished with evangelical simplicity, combined with a maternal presence. 

 

In 2015, Sister Anatolia, with great reluctance and suffering, had to leave active ministry for health 

purposes and was transferred to Rome,  Sangemini, where she was returning for the third time, after 

a long journey of service. She spent another five years at Sangemini, totaling more than twenty years 

in this house, which she called the "Living Temple.”   Her days were absorbed praying and making 

herself useful, trying to meet the needs of her sisters. 

 

In her last months, Sister Anatolia’s deteriorating health confined her to bed, but this did not deprive 

her of her tranquility and composure. On December 14, 2020, like a candle, she slowly consumed 

herself until it extinguished in its earthly light to be immersed in the eternal light. 

 

Her body was buried in the family tomb in Riofreddo  AQ. 

 

 

 

 


