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                                                                                                      March 2021 

Dear Sisters, 
 

Year of Saint Joseph!   Month of Saint Joseph! Our Constitutions and Rules outline for 

us the principal feasts to celebrate with great solemnity, and the feast of Saint Joseph 

ranks among them. (Rule 22)  How could this special year pass without our expressing the 

esteem the Institute holds for our special patron, Saint Joseph.  Not only do we honor 

our patron during this special month, but with certitude, I confidently maintain that eve-

ry house in the Institute is honoring Saint Joseph in a more solemn way throughout this 

entire year, the 150th anniversary of the proclamation of Saint Joseph, patron of the 

Universal Church.   
 

Our Holy Father in his apostolic letter Patris Corde (With a Father’s Heart) paints an 

extraordinary fatherly image of Saint Joseph. He illustrates how those who appear hid-

den or in the shadows can play an incomparable role in the history of salvation.  Pope 

Francis elaborates on these simple yet profound themes: he defines Saint Joseph as a 

beloved father; a tender, loving father; an obedient father; an accepting father; a crea-

tively courageous father; a working father; and a father in the shadows.  Saint Joseph is 

a man who goes unnoticed, a daily hidden presence, an intercessor, a supporter and a 

guide in times of trouble.  This is our patron, the man and Saint that we have embraced 

and proclaim with reverence and with distinct regard.   
 

Individually and communally, we turn to our fatherly patron and entrust to him our 

concerns and the needs for the Church, our Community, our families and ourselves. 

May Saint Joseph be our advocate and attain for each of us lives endowed with his vir-

tues of goodness and holiness.  We pray, O holy Patron, hear our pleas and be with us 

now and at the hour of our death.  Saint Joseph, pray for us!    
 

Sincerely in the Lord,  

 

 

 

Sister Ascenza Tizzano, MPF                                    

General Superior 
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From Montefiascone, with mind and heart… 

to Tirana, Albania 
 

Our mission in Tirana, Albania, was seriously struck by COVID at the very beginning 

of the scholastic year 2020. Sister Marisa Contrucci and Sister Settimia Bassanelli, re-

sponsible for the Nursery School, had to abruptly leave everything behind.  Arriving in 

Rome on an emergency equipped plane, they were immediately admitted to Spallan-

zani Hospital. Now, months later, health has returned to these sisters, and they are 

more enthusiastic than ever to express appreciation and then to look forward to their 

return to mission. They want to extend their gratitude for the kindnesses of the many 

sisters throughout the world who ardently prayed to our Holy Mother Foundress to in-

tercede for them and invoked the Lord for their healing.  They gratefully acknowledge 

the close presence of our Mother General, Sister Ascenza Tizzano, during this most 

difficult time as well as so many sisters who reached out to them through their recov-

ery. 
 

They have concretely experienced that the Lord works great things in those who trust 

in Him. In fact, in their absence, the Kindergarten that bears the name of Saint Lucy 

Filippini was able to smoothly continue its activity. The Sisters of the Holy Family de-

serve to be gratefully acknowledged. Their Superior General, sen-

sitive to the need, assigned Sister Mira Koleci to direct the pro-

gram in the absence of the Filippini Sisters.  Their contribution has 

been precious and their collaboration indispensable. The teachers, 

who have been part of the school for many years continued to be 

available and generous with their service. Already steeped in the 

charism of the Filippini Sisters, they were key in keeping this spirit 

alive.  Although at a distance, the indefatigable Sister Maria 

Bortone, MPF, travelled back and forth weekly from Berat to Tira-

na, to fraternally supervise, offer guidance and extend assistance 

wherever needed.   
 

These are some of the traditions that continued even in the absence 

of Sister Marisa and Sister Settimia:  

- On November 21, 2020, the presentation of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary in the Temple was cele-

brated with songs, prayers and the offering of 

handcrafted flowers. Father Marino SJ, assistant 

parish priest, blessed the small cheerful assem-

bly. 

- On the occasion of Christmas, the sacred re-

presentation of the birth of Jesus was realized in 

the presence of the Archbishop of Tirana, His Excellency Most 

Rev. Giorgio Frendo. The children, almost all Muslims, re-enacted 

the event, involving their parents in online participation. 

- January 13, 2021, the anniversary of the birthday of Saint Lucy, 
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did not go unobserved: a delicious cake prompted the chil-

dren to wish in song: “Happy Birthday, Lucy!” 

- Now that the liturgical feast of Saint Lucy, March 26th is 

approaching, the families of the Sacred Heart Parish of Ti-

rana, are already preparing to honor her. The teachers prac-

tice the dialogue and songs with the students while the par-

ish priest, with his pastoral involvement, highlights the 

figure and work of the great Educator, Saint Lucy, and he 

leads the intercessory prayer. 
 

Sister Marisa and Sister Settimia, having overcome the 

trauma of COVID,   are preparing to return to Tirana at the 

Doctor’s release.  In the meantime, on a daily basis they   

follow the progress of the activities from Montefiascone 

via WhatsApp. 
 

These two sisters believe they are called to evangelize, with life and also with the 

Word, to work among people of a Muslim tradition.  Their task is to sow and to pray, 

knowing that the Lord is in charge of the growth in the way that only He knows. The 

parish priest, who greatly appreciates the apostolic work of the sisters, testified that 

many times after the celebration in honor of Saint Lucy, a Muslim family draws closer 

to the Christian faith. This nourishes our trust in the intercession of the Foundress who 

works silently for the coming of the Kingdom of God, and encourages us to insist that 

the Lord of the Harvest send workers into his harvest. 

 

Sacred Heart Province – Italy 

Together… online! 
 

Despite the pandemic, the Sacred Heart Province organized and celebrated their annu-

al January Community Days, but this year online.  The im-

portance of the gathering was to maintain the family spir-

it, to continue to grow in the ability to relate, to experi-

ence the joy of being together (even if virtually) and, 

above all to share faith. Faith, and even relationships, are  

not a meal to be consumed in solitude.  
 

The virtual meeting led by Father Gerardo Battaglia, parish priest of Cave, a person 

highly esteemed by all, took place on January 4 and 5, 2021. 
 

In the first session, Don Gerardo broke open the Word, focusing on the Gospel pas-

sage from the Christmas liturgy. He presented and defined each character at the crib: 

Jesus, the expected Messiah, Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, the Magi, the manger... , 

and concluded with a question to stimulate reflection and discussion, "God has entered 

history, but his coming is not over ... How Does God enter our history, my history? 

What place do I occupy at the crib? " 
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After reflecting on a personal and then community level, the response 

to these questions was shared the following day among the sisters of 

the entire Province. 
 

On January 5, therefore, a virtual pilgrimage to the crib took place con-

templating the Child Jesus and the desire to live the mystery of the In-

carnation in our daily shared life. The online participation was incredible! Many 

communities shared actively. These included the Generalate, Provincialate, Avezzano, 

Rome-Via Trevignano, Torre del Greco, Nettuno, Castel Giorgio, Cave, Frascati, Teg-

giano. Unfortunately, lack of time brought the participation to a 

halt, and there was disappointment that everyone did not have a 

chance to share their house reflections.   
 

The Presenter, Father Gerardo, who wisely motivated the local 

communities to live the Word, gave some wise recommendations 

and pointed questions to enhance a strong spiritual and healthy 

orientation to the new year: 

- No one can and should feel better than the other. We are all on   

                                    this journey together, 

- Do we feel the obligation to bring to holiness the people whom God has placed be-   

  side us?  

- How do we bring the Child Jesus into our communities?  

- Do not dwell on what is wrong with the community, focus on the good ... each per-

son holds a richness, a gift from God.  

- Are we able to grasp with wonder the multifaceted presence of God in our daily life? 

Although the meeting took place in a virtual mode, the joy of communion among the 

sisters was powerful. The Provincial Superior, Sister Virginia Iamele, is congratulat-

ed for her active participation and for the many steps that needed to be taken to facili-

tate this virtual gathering.  In particular, we express words of gratitude to Mother 

General whose presence in the life of the Province increasingly nourishes the family 

atmosphere. 

 

United in Memory: 

                                      "... The day of remembrance"  

 

General Chapter 2019, proposed that each entity annually plan a 

“day of remembrance” to recall the memory of the Sisters who have 

gone before us.  The opportunity to fulfill this initiative was diffi-

cult due to Covid 19. However, Provincial Superior, Sister Virginia 

Iamele, set the tone and invited the houses to choose a sister they 

wanted to remember. The response was more than anticipated.  On 

Saturday, January 30th, the Province virtually gathered. A special 

prepared prayer, related to the purpose of the gathering, began and 

https://www.google.it/url?sa=i&url=https://www.holyart.it/blog/articoli-religiosi/tipi-di-croci-e-i-loro-significati/&psig=AOvVaw1Z32gvntYcEJZQcFGKrYXR&ust=1594821622371000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKCTvM35zOoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAS


5 

 

concluded the event.  The sisters were very grateful to Sister Virginia Iamele for initi-

ating this very special evening spent together as expressed below:  
 

Once again Zoom made it possible with its particular platform, and it contributed to 

keeping the spirit of belonging alive.  The local communities happily welcomed the 

idea of meeting, both to enjoy each other again and to recall the holy sisters who pre-

ceded us and who have left a significant imprint on our hearts. It was not very easy to 

select who to propose.   Thanks be to God, we have known many holy sisters, and have 

even taken the journey with many of them. To remember them was gratifying.  Choked 

voices resonated when the sisters disclosed these warm memories. Remembering them 

in this way surfaced and made known the wonders that the Lord has worked in them 

and through them during their earthly pilgrimage.  

 

An attentive, religious, celebratory listening ensued. We reviewed the past, not to 

mourn it, but to celebrate the memory of those who preceded us and made our reli-

gious family more holy. We discovered once again that good example fascinates, in-

volves, and remains engraved on the heart, well beyond time. This gathering wrote 

another page in the history of the Province. 

 

Formative Meeting for the Teachers 

Sacred Heart Province 

 

On Saturday, March 20 and Saturday, March 27,  Piero Schiavazzi, journalist and uni-

versity professor, and more importantly, a very proud, former student of the Maestre 

Pie Filippini, addressed the teachers of the Sacred Heart Province via 

Zoom.  In a very stimulating, interesting presentation, he high   

  lighted the continuity between the educational tradition of our 

Institute and the pedagogical guidelines indicated and imple-

mented by Pope Francis. His predominant references were 

taken from the Holy Father’s encyclical "Fratelli Tutti." Pro-

fessor Schiavazzi demonstrated an appreciation of the encycli    

  cal, and encouraged the teachers to use it for dialogue even   

       with the students. 
 

In expressing gratitude for this opportunity to continue to grow in the educational field 

of the Filippini charism, one of the teachers shared these personal reflections from this 

challenging, formative meeting:   

“In order to relate to our students, we must rely on the heart, on the person, and on 

our ability to be empathetic; we need to make school a training ground for further re-

lational functions.  We need to ask ourselves daily how we can be a better point of ref-

erence for students, without falling solely into rhetoric and preaching. 
 

We often see expressions of confusion and bewilderment in the children's expressions, 

their inability to fully understand what we are talking about.  Why?    Our children 

lack adult figures of reference,   figures who teach through that solvent which is love, 
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love for what we are called to do and, above all, love and esteem that we are able to 

communicate ....   Love for our students is not expressed only in the passion for our 

profession, (which, moreover, is not simply a career, it must be a lifestyle), but it 

translates into the ability to be loving and firm both at the same time, securely an-

chored to the principles we want to transmit ...  a love that does not expect anything in 

return except to see progressively, how, through the educator, the children are formed 

in life to become themselves adult models for other young people ...”  
 

The teachers were stimulated with a fresh desire to find a language that is increasingly 

comprehensible to pupils, one that is more useful to help them grow. They renewed 

their commitment to ensure that through the normal conflict of adolescence the stu-

dents arrive at healthy interpersonal relationships, to the point of implementing their 

"best version of themselves.”   
 

The teachers were very grateful and motivated by Professor Schiavazzi’s presentation, 

and it made a free Saturday at home very worthwhile.  

 

Mater Divinae Gratiae, Vice-Province  - San Paulo, SP 

Saint Lucy Filippini continues to walk in Brazil 

… and beyond! 
 

It is already known to the communities of the Religious Teach-

ers Filippini that some parish communities have arisen in Bra-

zil that honor Saint Lucy Filippini with deep love and faith: 

Sorocaba, SP; Juiz de Fora, MG; Divinópolis, MG; Barra 

Mansa, RJ; Vilhena, RO.  (Refer to map.) 
 

 During this summer, the sisters of the Mater Divinae Gratiae, 

Vice Province had the joy of knowing, through a Seminarian, 

of the existence of the Saint Lucy Filippini Parish in the city 

of Aracaju, Sergipe state, northeastern Brazil. The Sisters tak-

en by surprise immediately got in touch with the Parish Priest, 

Father Alan Valença, who expressed 

great joy in getting to know the Insti-

tute of the Religious Teachers Filip-

pini.  As soon as this difficult              

time of Pandemic is over, the sisters 

plan to visit this Parish. 
 

The parish community began with a 

small group of the faithful who 

prayed the Rosary with their families. 

As the group grew, a woman donated 

a small chapel. Over time, they man-    

 aged to build the Church and the Bishop  
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of the Diocese of Aracaju,  Most Rev. José Palmeira Lessa, 

erected a Parish, and  dedicated it to Saint Lucy Filippini on 

July 15, 2009. The people celebrate the feast of Saint Lucy 

Filippini in March. This year 2021, they observed the tridu-

um as well as the feast. They were held online from March 

24th to the 27th.   
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord who continues to fulfill Saint 

Lucy’s desire to be in every corner of the earth to announce   

God's love. 
 

Mater Misericordiae Region, Eritrea 

             The family grows… 
 

After fulfilling the required years of intense prepa-

ration and study, and preceded by a powerful, spir-

itual retreat, two Junior sisters, Sister Nazeret Sul-

tan Abbe and Sister Natsenet Fisseha Akte, from 

the Mater Misericordiae Region, Eritrea, made their 

final profession.  Four priests concelebrated the Eu-

charistic Liturgy and only the parents of the two sis-

ters and the sisters of the Region were able to parti-

cipate due to the pandemic restrictions. The most 

moving moment in the ceremony came after the homi- 

ly when Sister Nazret and Sister Netsanet pronounced 

their Perpetual Oblation that was accepted by Sister 

Mebrak Surafiel, regional superior.  
 

After the ceremony, the participants shared in a fes-

tive meal. This time together was enhanced by the 

young sisters who shared special songs and poems 

significant to this special occasion. The day was beautiful 

and memorable, lived in serenity and warm fraternity.  

It was with deep joy that these two sisters felt the welcome  

of becoming permanent members of the Institute.   
 

The parents of the sisters were also very happy and thanked the Lord and the Institute 

for their welcome and the beauty of the day’s festivities. They came from afar on foot, 

and only a few stretches by car. They contributed to the celebration with the gifts of 

two sheep, some chickens and some local bread. The Region expresses gratitude to all 

the sisters of the Institute for accompanying them with their prayers and continue to 

hope and pray that the Lord  blesses our Institute with many holy vocations. 
 

In her message of good wishes, Sister Ascenza Tizzano, Superior General,  reciprocat-

ed the promise of mutual prayer, entrusting to the intercession of our Holy Founders, 

the path of fidelity and perseverance of these "new" Religious Teachers, and the pro-

tection for the Regional Community from every danger.  
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Queen of Peace Region - India 

Celebrating Perpetual Oblation and Silver Jubilee 

                  Called to be a Blessing…… 
 

The Queen of Peace Region, India, once again raises the heart in gratitude to God for 

the numerous blessings that the Lord pours upon them.  
 

On February 2, we celebrate the Presentation of the Lord in the 

Temple, and 2021, marks the twenty-fifth anniversary “World Day 

of Prayer for Consecrated Life.” This day is attached to the Feast 

of the Presentation of the Lord in the Temple, which is also 

called Candle Mass Day, symbolizing Christ who is the Light 

of the World. We who are consecrated are called to reflect the 

light of Jesus Christ to all peoples. It is a day dedicated to our 

unique vocation that makes God’s love for men and women and 

the entire universe shine forth in various ways.   
 

On this solemn day Sister Hymavathi Rani Gali and Sister Tessy Lukose celebrat-

ed the Silver Jubilee of their consecrated life and Sister Ramya Deepthi Cheeli, Sister 

Bala Vanitha Pasala, Sister Louesa Selvaraj, and Sister Maria Tirkey consecrated 

themselves totally to God through their Perpetual Oblation.  
 

The Eucharistic Liturgy began with the can-

dle procession. His Excellency Most Rev.  

Jaya Rao Polimera, Bishop of Eluru Diocese, 

was the presider at the Liturgy and the con-

celebrants were from the campus. Due to the 

pandemic restrictions only the parents of the 

Junior Sisters were invited.  
 

In his homily, Bishop Jaya Rao Polimera, 

highlighted the prayer of Hanna and the call 

of Samuel. “Samuel learned to pray from his 

mother Hanna and was acquainted to the voice of the Lord by remaining in the Tem-

ple. Jesus is our spouse, love Him with all your heart, with all your mind and with all 

your strength.”  
  

The Junior Sisters then made their Oblation and the regional superior, Sister Maria 

Xavier, accepted them and welcomed them as permanent members of the Institute. Af-

ter the ceremony of the Perpetual Oblation, the Jubilarians, Sister Hyma and Sister 

Tessy renewed their Oblation, once again committing themselves with renewed vigor.  
 

The traditional Indian felicitation followed the Eucharistic Liturgy. The newly pro-

fessed and the Jubilarians were garlanded and shawled. Two students of the school en-

tertained with a classical dance.   
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 The message of our dear Mother General, Sister 

Ascenza Tizzano, to the newly professed was 

very inspiring; “It is with great joy and con-

gratulatory greetings that we acknow- ledge 

you on your day of Final Profession. You are 

now permanent members of the Religious 

Teachers Filippini. Today is the beginning of a  

          new journey. The promises you made today must grow 

deeper and ever more meaningful at every turn. May you continue to grow in God’s 

grace. May our Holy Founders guide your steps and bring you to holiness of life.”  
 

As we congratulate the newly professed sisters, we pray that they may persevere in 

their commitment and be other Lucys in this part of the world,  and we  earnestly  pray 

that the Lord may continue to call laborers into His vineyard. 
 

Mother General’s message to the Jubilarians emphasized the faithfulness of God and 

their generous response. “Dear Sister Hyma and Sister Tessy, the Silver milestone 

gives you the opportunity to pause and give thanks and praise to 

God for God’s presence and faithfulness to you which brings 

you to this day. May God continue to bless and magnify the love 

and goodness you have poured into these twenty-five years. We 

pray the happiness and blessings of this Silver Jubilee impel you 

to move forward on life’s journey, always with grateful hearts, 

for God is faithful and continues to make the journey with you.” 
 

The entire Region is so thankful to God for His faithfulness and 

love with which the Lord accompanied Sister Hyma and Sister 

Tessy for the past twenty five years. The Region gratefully 

acknowledges the selfless service, generous dedication, spirit of 

initiative and deep sense of belonging with which these sisters 

contributed to the mission.  May God reward and bless their 

lives so that they may continue to be a blessing.  
 

   Province of  Saint Lucy 

March Day of Prayer - Visio Divina 
 

 Father Paul Manning, Director of Evangelization for the Dio-

cese of Paterson, New Jersey, was the celebrant and presenter 

for the Saint Lucy Province’s March Day of Prayer. At Litur-

gy, Father Manning’s homily focused on the Prodigal Son, the 

day’s Gospel.  In this “Year of Saint Joseph” Father Manning 

chose to speak on the theme of Saint Joseph both in his morn-

ing and afternoon conferences in the context of “Beholding  

the Holy Family.”   
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The sisters were invited to renew their relationship with Saint Joseph, to recall that the 

family is a “domestic church.” Throughout his presentation Father provided provoca-

tive questions for reflection. e.g. What does Saint Joseph say to us regarding our life 

commitment to the Lord? What does the Holy Family say to our common life as a re-

ligious community? etc. 
 

Father Manning creatively presented Saint Joseph by introducing the sisters to re-

nowned paintings using visio divina, pondering God through art as an approach to 

prayer, in contrast to lectio divina, a more familiar approach, the method of praying 

with scripture.  He explained that Pope Benedict XVI, recognizing that art is a path-

way to prayer, encouraged people to find time for God and prayer through artistic ex-

pressions which can be “highways to God…” 
 

Father presented five artists and their paintings for prayerful reflection. His aim was to 

introduce and encourage visio divina as a form of prayer to further enrich our life of 

prayer.  Described here in each painting is only a glimpse of the wealth Father offered 

in his presentation.  
 

 In the “Adoration of the Shepherds” James Tissot illus-

trates Mary gazing at Jesus together with Joseph, the shep-

herds and the animals. Father explained the significant dif-

ference between glance and gaze.  Gazing entails a long, 

steady, intense, attentive watching. 
 

Bartolomé Estebán Murillo in the“The 

Heavenly and the Earthly Trinities”  

 finds Mary gazing at Jesus; she is the 

intercessor, while Joseph engages the viewer showing his close-

ness to us. Jesus has the fullness of human nature united to his 

divine nature.  It is Jesus who unites heaven and earth.   Mary 

grasps the hand of Jesus; Joseph receives it: divine life given and 

received.  
 

   Neilson Carlin was commissioned to     

paint “The Holy Family” for the World 

Meeting of the Family in Philadelphia, 2015. In his painting 

he portrays Joseph in the background, Joseph the careful lis-

tener with ears for God’s Will, flexible in his fidelity. Jo-

seph’s unspoken fiat is as real as Mary’s.  
 

Lilies are a sign of purity.  Joseph has three lilies symboliz-

ing his chastity and purity, protecting Mary and Jesus. 
 

Saint Ann and Saint Joachim are faded in the background, 

the extended physical family.  Each of us, too, is the extend-   

  ed family in the Holy Family. 

“Adoration of the Shepherds” 
 

“The Heavenly and the 
Earthly Trinities” 

  
 

“The Holy Family” 
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Praying and studying Rose Datoc Dall’s painting “Flight” we find 

Joseph is now in the foreground, so perfect for this Year. While 

Joseph and Mary have their eyes on the journey ahead, Jesus is 

looking at Joseph who has to negotiate the land, moving the fami-

ly forward. He is creatively faithful and adjusts as needed.  Joseph 

images the father for Jesus. If Jesus is willing to let Joseph guide 

the journey, we too, must follow His example and let the Father 

worry about our journey. 
 

Mary’s veil acts almost as a cocoon for the family. The pure white 

robes they wear represent Trinity as gift to one another. God cre-

ated family as a model of the Trinity and Trinitarian love. Society 

is impacted as families today move away from the Trinity.   

Mary and Joseph heed God’s command to protect the Child. God  

leads where we need to go. 

 

In the final painting, “Death of Saint Joseph” by James Lang-

ley, Joseph, who represents each of us, lies on Mary’s lap be-

neath the gaze of Jesus. Every man and woman can find com-

fort in this experience: dying in Mary’s embrace, under Jesus’ 

gaze, who will be immediately present at our death.  This re-

sembles Michelangelo’s Pietà, with Mary holding Joseph, this 

is Joseph’s Pietà. Joseph walks with us in the “shadow of the 

valley of death.” All eyes are on Joseph, the Beloved of Mary 

and Jesus. John of the Cross states: “When God looks, God 

loves.” We need to let God gaze on us, to let Mary and Joseph 

gaze on us. We are their Beloved.  We must let Jesus look at 

us in prayer because where He looks, He loves…We each will 

then experience Pietà. 
 

Father Manning’s unique gift in prayerfully interpreting and sharing these works of art 

inspired the sisters to broaden and vary their mode of praying. May this also inspire 

you to further research this form of prayer and possibly introduce it to the various 

groups you instruct and share prayer in your various missions.  

 

March 25, 1732: Lucia enters the fullness of light! 

 

Every year in Montefiascone the death of Saint Lucy is 

celebrated with great solemnity on March 26th since the 

Feast of the Annunciation takes precedence on the 

Church calendar.   
 

His Excellency, Most Rev. Lino Fumagalli, Bishop of 

the Diocese of Viterbo, is the celebrant at this annual  

 

“Flight” 

“Death of Joseph” 
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Mass at the Crypt of Saint Lucy. The people of the town and 

the children of the Saint Lucy Filippini School are proud to 

come and honor the Saint of their town of Montefiascone.   

 

This year due to COVID the event was not publicized, yet the 

people still came because love for Saint Lucy is embedded in 

their hearts. In his homily, Bishop Fumagalli retraced the path 

of the earthly life of Lucy.  In summary he shared these 

thoughts: 

 

"Lucy’s intense life unfolds between listening, welcom-

ing the call, and taking the daily journey of reliance on 

God. To the Christian community, particularly families, 

is entrusted the task of creating that serene and strong 

climate of faith, which nourishes and supports the voca-

tional choice…”   

 

In the houses of the Province of the Sacred Heart, either on the vigil of Saint Lucy’s 

death or the day itself, the Transitus of Saint Lucy is traditionally celebrated by the 

sisters.  Transitus is a Latin word that means passage or crossing over. There is a spe-

cial Service celebrated that is a written account of Lucy’s passage from this earth to 

heaven, her crossing over from life on earth to eternal life.  In this service, in addition 

to sharing her passing to eternal life are psalms, hymns, etc. all full of great joy and 

song.   This year the Service was translated into English and celebrated even in some 

of our English speaking countries.  What a beautiful reminder and tradition to cherish 

and celebrate recalling annually Saint Lucy’s holy passing! 

 

             

                

                    Year of Laudato Si’ 
 

This year’s study of “Laudato Si’ ” is almost at                     

its end.  If there is a project you want to share re-

garding your Study, we would be pleased to learn 

about it. 

   

                                


