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    Sister Josephine Ferrecchia, MPF 
 
 

       Marlboro Mass    December 25, 1920 
 

        Morristown, NJ         January 9, 2021 

 
 

 

Sister Josephine Ferrecchia, the eldest member of the Institute died 

peacefully and unexpectedly on January 9, 2021, at Villa Walsh, 

Morristown, New Jersey a few weeks after her hundredth birthday.  
 

 

Born in Marlboro, Massachusetts, on Christmas Day, 1920, Sister Josephine entered the Religious 

Teachers Filippini on July 23, 1930. She received the religious habit on August 29, 1937, and made 

her Perpetual Oblation on September 1, 1940.  
 

A Bachelor of Arts degree in Music was received from Georgian Court College, Lakewood, New 

Jersey. Having studied music composition at the New York College of Music, she pursued 

certifications in New Jersey for Sacred Music Gregorian Chant.    
 

In her early years of ministry Sister Josephine taught elementary school in Holy Rosary, Jersey City, 

and Mt. Carmel, Newark, New Jersey.   The rest of her years in the mission were spent at Villa 

Walsh where Sister Josephine was an integral part of the Schola Cantorum of the Filippini Sisters. 

Under the direction of Mother Carolina Jonata, Sister Josephine accompanied and directed many and 

various liturgical works, including the yearly Demonstration Masses held at Seton Hall University 

for the Archdiocese of Newark, requested by the late Archbishop Thomas J. Walsh. She instructed 

Sisters in formation for generations, instilling in them the long-standing traditions of the Filippini 

repertoire. Innumerable piano students benefitted from her zeal for music. For over half a century, 

Sister Josephine prepared, practiced, and directed every special occasion of the Province, feast days, 

and holidays with earnestness and enthusiasm. Through her many decades of service, including the 

last year of her long and fruitful life, Sister Josephine continued to conduct choral and to prepare 

weekly liturgies at the Motherhouse.  Even her spare time was put to good use composing music for 

liturgical use in the community.  
 

As an esteemed member of the community, Sister Josephine was entrusted with the responsibility of 

the Province Music Library. She took this task seriously, and conscientiously maintained an 

impeccable inventory of the collections, accessing requested selections easily and promptly.   

 
Sister Josephine’s burial service was on January 13, 2021, on the birthday of our Mother Foundress, 

Saint Lucy Filippini. Father Charles Kelly presided at the Rite of Committal Prayer Service, assisted 

by Msgr. Robert Coleman. Both priests, as well as Sister Patricia Pompa, Provincial Superior, spoke 

of Sister Josephine’s vibrant presence, guilelessness, and candor, as well as her remarkable 

perseverance in religious life. Sister Josephine will long be remembered for her zest for life, her love 

of music, her sense of humor, her devotion to community, personal prayer, her dedication to Our 

Blessed Mother, her affability, hospitality, and remarkable independence. 

 

Sister Josephine Ferrecchia’s mortal remains rest in the Ave Maria Cemetery at Villa Walsh, 

Morristown, New Jersey.  
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          Sister Frances Stavalo, MPF  

 
 

          Jersey City, NJ    July 20, 1937 
 

           Hackensack               January 12, 2021 

 
 

Sister Frances Stavalo, 84, died peacefully at Hackensack University  

Hospital on January 12, 2021, the vigil of the birthday of Saint Lucy 

Filippini.  
 

 

Born in Jersey City, New Jersey on July 20, 1937,  Sister Frances entered the Religious Teachers 

Filippini on June 17, 1951. She received the religious habit on August 31, 1952, and made her 

Perpetual Oblation on July 3, 1955.  
 

Sister Frances received a Bachelor of Science degree in Elementary Education from Saint Elizabeth 

College, Convent Station, New Jersey, and earned a Master of Arts degree in the same major from 

Central Connecticut State College, New Britain, Connecticut.  
 

During her years of ministry, Sister Frances taught elementary grades in various parish schools in 

New Jersey, Rhode Island, and Connecticut. She kept a competitive edge on Catholic Education by 

attending national conventions and diocesan workshops. The highlight of her educational ministry 

was being selected by Cardinal James Hickey of Washington, DC, to begin a new educational 

endeavor in Darnestown, Maryland, the Mary of Nazareth School. The late Cardinal worked closely 

with her in founding the school in 1994, where Sister Frances served as principal for eight years. It 

was evident that children were always her main interest and love. Blessed with an ability to take 

control in challenging situations together with the gift of a sense of humor was a benefit that soothed 

many a circumstance. Unfortunately, she left behind these assets of school administration in 2002, 

when elected Provincial Superior of Queen of Apostles Province, Bristol, Connecticut. At the same 

time, having served as local superior for more than thirty years helped prepare her for a term of six 

years in this role. 
 

Sister Frances will be remembered as a vibrant member of the community serving for 68 years.   

Sister Frances kept the foundation of her vocation no secret. “My mother was my inspiration. She 

was a deeply religious woman, who instilled in me the spirit of goodness, and the beauty of the 

Blessed Mother. I loved going to church with her, standing next to her saying the rosary before I 

even knew what the rosary was.”  
 

Because of COVID restrictions, a private burial service was held at Ave Maria Cemetery,  on 

January 18, 2021. Father Joseph Ferraro, pastor of Holy Family Parish in Nutley, New Jersey, 

presided at the Rite of Committal. He spoke well of Sister Frances’ acceptance of the long-suffering 

she endured. Even in her pain, she continued to focus on others. “When I would call her to see how 

she was doing, she put herself aside and would ask me how I was as well as other parishioners.” 

Sister Patricia Pompa, Provincial Superior, also spoke of the unending hope and courage Sister 

Frances maintained throughout her illness. May that hope now be fulfilled and may she rest in the 

eternal peace of heaven. 

 

Sister Frances Stavalo’s remains are in the Ave Maria Cemetery at Villa Walsh, Morristown, New 

Jersey  
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  Sister Viola Alu, MPF 
 

                 Hartford CT        February 9, 1921 
 

                  Morristown, NJ     January 20, 2021 

 
 

Shy twenty days of her one-hundredth birthday, Sister Viola Alu, died 

peacefully at the age of 99 on January 20, 2021, in Saint  Joseph  Home 

Healthcare Center, Villa Walsh, Morristown, New Jersey. A private burial 

service was held at Ave Maria Cemetery, on January 25, 2021. Father 

Ronald Sordillo presided at the Rite of Committal, recalling anecdotes of 

congenial and affable exchanges with Sister Viola in Saint Joseph Hall the 

past few years. Sister Patricia Pompa, Provincial Superior, spoke of the 

kind and gentle spirit that unfolded in Sister Viola throughout her life with 

the continued offering of herself to God.  
 

Born in Hartford, Connecticut, on February 9, 1921, Sister Viola entered the Religious Teachers 

Filippini on April 25, 1946. She received the religious habit on June 15, 1947, and made her 

Perpetual Oblation on July 2, 1950.  
 

After receiving her Associates Degree from Villa Walsh College, Sister Viola continued her studies 

at the College of Saint Elizabeth, Convent Station, New Jersey, earning a Bachelor of Science 

Degree in Elementary Education. Her life’s mission, as she put it, was “to grow in the love of God 

and to teach His little ones.” That is exactly what she accomplished throughout her long and fruitful 

religious life.  
 

Sister Viola was missioned in several elementary schools throughout her years of ministry. She 

launched her educative career in Holy Rosary School, Jersey City, and Saint Mary of Mount Virgin 

in New Brunswick, New Jersey. From there she proclaimed the Word of God to children in Saint 

Anthony, Exeter, Pennsylvania. Ready to serve wherever needed, Sister Viola’s commitment 

brought her to Saint Anthony in Watertown, New York, and Saint Mary in Cranston, Rhode Island. 

Untiringly dedicated to the Christian Education of Youth, Sister Viola selflessly served in many 

schools in Connecticut, including Saint Sebastian in Middletown, Our Lady of Mount Carmel in 

Meriden, Saint Anthony in Bristol, Sacred Heart in Stamford, and Saint Peter in Torrington. Her last, 

but most notable educational endeavor, was the role she played as one of the founding Sisters to 

open Mary of Nazareth School in Darnestown, Maryland. Faithful to the original inspiration of the 

Foundress, Sister Viola held the sacred trust of children as her principal duty.  
 

Sister Viola’s stated intention, “to grow in the love of God,” became a reality throughout her lengthy 

and productive life. A profound life of prayer nurtured in her the spirit of docility and gentleness that 

characterized her life and her work. Before transferring to Saint Joseph Hall, Sister Viola resided at 

Villa Ferretti in Winsted, Connecticut, where she revealed her faithful witness to the people she 

encountered. With her genuine joviality, Sister Viola enjoyed her last years in retirement at Saint 

Joseph Hall readily spending her recreation time with Sisters whose friendship she had sustained 

throughout her many and happy years of religious life. 

 

Sister Viola Alu’s mortal remains are in the Ave Maria Cemetery at Villa Walsh, Morristown, New 

Jersey  
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            Sister  Lina Consiglia Panareo, MPF 
 

                Otranto LE   May 9,  1923  

                 Rome      April 1, 2021   

Sister Lina Consiglia Panareo, born in Otranto LE on May 9, 1923, entered the  

Institute of the Maestre Pie Filippini on October 10, 1940,  received the religious 

habit on  October 15, 1941, and offered herself forever to the Lord, professing 

her Oblation on August 2, 1945. 
 

Sister Lina spent her long life of apostolic dedication in various communities, 

serving in diverse roles: Anzio, teacher of embroidery and sewing; Rome - Via Sangemini, assistant 

in the formation of postulants; Naples, Frascati, Rome -Via Laurentina, primary school teacher; 

Nettuno - Via Matteotti RM and Rome-Largo Santa Lucia Filippini, teacher and assistant to the 

college girls; Terracina, Nettuno-Casa del Sole, Castel Gandolfo, teacher and local superior; Rome-

Via Trevignano Romano, local superior and Rome-Generalate in charge of the chapel and 

doorkeeper. 
 

Endowed with a rich personality, Sister Lina cultivated a profound inner life. The pillars of her 

spirituality were incessant prayer, daily meditation and reflection, and a deep-rooted devotion to Our 

Lady of the Rosary. Her devotion to the Blessed Mother was nurtured from the time she lived in 

Naples, in the shadow of the sanctuary of the Our Lady of Pompeii.  Sister Lina was faithful in 

seeking spiritual direction, convinced of its need for mediation in knowing the Will of God. Because 

of Sister Lina’s human and spiritual sensitivity, she participated intensely in any suffering that was 

confided to her. If it was a material request, especially the needs of the immigrants who knocked at 

the community door, she knew how to involve the circle of her wealthiest acquaintances to provide 

for them.  
 

Evangelizing was her passion and the sole purpose of her life.  Sister Lina felt she never did enough 

to make the Lord known to others. Even when the commitments were burdensome, she did not cease 

to reach out to ex-boarders, ex-alumni, friends, and families, with her affectionate and evangelically 

inspired writings, especially during the important seasons of the liturgical year. Sister Lina had no 

oratory pretensions, but her simple words reached the listener’s heart. She valued interpersonal 

relationships. Always kind and attentive to every need, she was interested in everyone, and everyone 

felt understood and welcomed and found in her a sure point of reference. A characteristic of Sister 

Lina’s spontaneous way of showing closeness to others was that of offering gifts, the fruit of her 

creativity. Being an artist, she carefully packaged fine and valuable items and collaborated in 

initiatives for the benefit of the Missions. 
 

Portraying a clear testimony of a Maestra Pia, she was faithful to the commitments of consecration 

and mission. She lived fully the sense of belonging to the Institute and was always punctual and 

present in community affairs. In the care of the Liturgy, she was attentive and respected the liturgical 

norms. Gifted with a large heart, she gave generously, never expecting anything in return. Her 

happiness was found in making others happy. She was a patient and strong educator, a woman of 

communion and peace, silent and reflective. Sister Lina embodied sweetness and firmness at the 

same time.  
 

In her last two years spent in Volto Santo, Sister Lina continued to live according to her typical style 

of continuous prayer, fraternal communion, and service to the sisters most in need of her assistance. 

After a very short hospitalization due to COVID, at dawn on April 1, 2021, she was admitted to the 

wedding banquet of the Lamb, who offered her the bride's crown, prepared for her since the 

foundation of the world. 

 

Sister Lina’s mortal remains rest in the tomb of the Institute, in the cemetery of Anzio RM. 
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                   Sister  Concetta Barbato, MPF 

 

              Varoni di Montesarchio BN          January  29, 1931 

                Rome                       April 10, 2021   

 

Sister Concetta Barbato, born in Varoni di Montesarchio BN on January 29, 

1931, entered the Institute of the Maestre Pie Filippini on April 29, 1950, 

received the religious habit of the Maestre Pie Filippini on September 14, 

1952, and professed her Oblation on September 4, 1955. 

 

Teaching Kindergarten was Sister Concetta’s main ministry.  She taught in the 

communities of San Giorgio di Livenza, PD, Varese, Sala Consilina SA, Diso 

LE, Otranto LE, Andrano LE. 

 

Sister Concetta was discreet and quiet, always smiling, and displaying a great spirit of sacrifice and 

prayer.  She welcomed children, teenagers, young people, families, and the poorest in the manner of 

Saint Lucy, sharing a good word for everyone. 

 

A supporting pillar for the school and the people of Andrano, Sister Concetta generously devoted 

herself to activities in the various fields of the parish apostolate. She cared for the altar servers and 

assisted the boys in sacramental catechesis. With the adults, she was involved in the parish Caritas, 

and she taught the girls to sew and embroider. 

 

For the little ones in the nursery school, Sister Concetta was a mother.  She is remembered by 

everyone for her pleasant character.  At the same time, she was firm and demanding. In her last 

years, when she was no longer engaged in direct apostolic activities, she dedicated herself with care 

to preparing tasty dishes for the school children. With simplicity, she had a filial love for Saint Lucy 

and the Virgin Mary. 

 

In the community, Sister Concetta was an elder sister who forgetting herself, gave totally to others 

and always greeted everyone with a smile. At any time of the day, even when her strength began to 

fail, she was there, ready to help anyone in need. She was a woman of communion and peace,  

reflective, unassuming, wise, able to spend her life with prudence for the glory of God and the good 

of the Institute. In a manner of simplicity, she possessed a filial love for Saint Lucy and the Virgin 

Mary. 

 

In her prayer, Sister Concetta presented to the Lord the needs of the families, the sisters, especially 

those who were ill, and the needs of the Church and world.  She had a special fondness for priests, in 

particular for those whom she knew when they were children, and who now, in return, even from 

afar, remember her with immense affection and esteem. 

 

Sister Concetta Barbato returned to the Father's house serenely at the age of 90, on April 10, 2021. 

During the funeral ceremony, her parish priest, in the name of the concelebrants, expressed feelings 

of deep gratitude to the Lord for having given her to His people, with the certainty that in the 

glorious vision, Sister Concetta will maternally watch over those she had cared for and watched 

grow so lovingly here on earth. 

 

Sister Concetta’s mortal remains were buried in the family tomb in the cemetery of Montesarchio 

BN. 
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        Sister  Irma Antico, MPF 
 

                      Molino di Vitelli PG           August 28, 1924  

                      Roma,        April 12,  2021   

 

Sister Irma Antico, born in Molino di Vitelli PG on August 28, 1924, 

entered the Institute of the Maestre Pie Filippini on  October 12, 1940, 

received the religious habit on  October 15, 1941, and made her 

Perpetual Oblation on  August 2, 1945. 

 

Sister Irma’s  apostolate brought her to many houses of the Institute and 

in some communities, she returned several times: Rome-Via Caboto, 

Nettuno-Via Firenze RM, Naples, Frascati RM, Trevi PG, Manciano 

GR, Borgo Carige GR, Avezzano AQ, Varese, Gubbio PG, Spoleto PG, Basel-Switzerland, Fogliaro 

VA, Nettuno-Via Matteotti RM, Limena PD, Scurcola Marsicana AQ. 
 

Sister Irma held several responsible positions.  She taught in kindergarten and in the elementary 

school, was in charge of the resident orphan girls, directress of kindergarten, local Superior, and 

doorkeeper. 
 

Sister Irma was an exemplary teacher, kind, respectful, and patient with everyone. She was prudent, 

capable of listening, and discreet. People sought her wisdom and tenderness. Sharing a good word 

with everyone, she never escaped opportunities for dialogue and encounter. 
 

Her gifts of originality and creativity were revealed in everything she touched, particularly in 

preparing the stage for performances for different occasions.  In the parish, Sister Concetta was a 

tireless catechist. She prepared many children for the sacraments of Christian initiation and knew 

how to communicate to them the love for Jesus, the Blessed Mother, and Saint Lucy Filippini, to 

whom she was very much attached from an early age when she was welcomed by the sisters in the 

orphanage of Umbertide. 
 

Devoting long stretches of time to personal prayer, she was often found praying in the chapel. In her 

long pauses before the Lord, she drew sweetness and kindness that allowed her to offer her 

sufferings for those who confided in her. A very sensitive soul, and having gone through hard 

experiences in life, Sister Irma well understood the difficulties of others.  She knew how to dry tears, 

reassure hearts, and instill trust in the protection and maternal benevolence of the Virgin Mary. 
 

After leaving the school due to advancing years, she devoted her time to visiting the sick.  She went 

to the hospital daily to bring the Eucharist and to help those who were alone and shared words of 

faith and comfort with them. So many remember her with gratitude and deep admiration because she 

communicated with love, patience, constancy, and above all through her testimony of life. 
 

Sister Irma spent the last few years of her life in Volto Santo, where she continued her apostolate as 

an “angel of serenity” alongside the sick sisters. She helped, visited, prayed, and kept the infirm 

company, always sharing a smile or consoling words. 
 

Affected by Covid, she went to meet the Lord on April 12, 2021. Sister Irma’s body was buried in 

the family tomb in Passignano sul Trasimeno PG. 
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         Sister  Filomena Di Palma, MPF 

 

                         San Lupo BN   September 11, 1925  

                         Roma     April 13 2021   

 

Sister Filomena Di Palma, born in San Lupo BN on  September 11, 1925, 

entered the Institute of the Maestre Pie Filippini on  September 21, 1945, 

received the religious habit on September 1, 1946, and made her Perpetual 

Oblation on October 15, 1950. 

 

Sister Filomena carried out the apostolic mission in the communities of   

Sala Consilina SA, Bitonto BA, Tarquinia VT, Roma-Largo Santa Lucia 

Filippini. 

 

In the first years of her consecrated life, Sister Filomena was assigned to the community of Rome-

via Sangemini assisting in the infirmary. She dedicated herself with great charity and with a loving 

spirit of service assisting the infirm sisters, and often accompanying them to the hospital and even 

staying with them during the night. 

 

Sister Filomena spent the longest period of her life in Rome-Largo Santa Lucia Filippini, (Ginnasi) 

where she carried out the teaching ministry in the kindergarten. Her affection for the children was 

very visible, even though Sister Filomena required order and discipline. She was loved by the 

children in return.  She assiduously cultivated a relationship with the families, who still remember 

her today for her thoughtfulness, commitment, and wise advice. 

 

Although very small in stature, her heart was so large, and no one was excluded. She gave 

generously, without expecting anything in return.   Her desire was always to make others happy. The 

poor who knocked at the door were treated with special affection, understanding, and respect, and 

she attended to them at any hour of the day.  On their return home from classes, very often special, 

sweet surprises were prepared for the university students who were boarders at the residence 

 

During the Jubilee Year 2000, when the House was the seat of the Volunteer Center for the Jubilee 

personnel, Sister Filomena fully involved herself from its start.   The young people ended their 

chores late in the evening, and Sister Filomena remained to welcome them, and never missed serving 

them refreshments before they retired. 

 

Endowed with a vibrant personality, a great human trait, Sister Filomena best used this natural talent 

to engage in interpersonal relationships. Attentive, kind, and welcoming, she was ever ready to care 

for the needs of her sisters. In the final years of her life, busy in the kitchen, she wanted to satisfy all 

their tastes and managed to do so with delicious and appetizing meals. Her strength came from a 

deep life of prayer and from the profound awareness of the importance and desire to be an active 

member of the community. Always punctual and present for the common doings of the community, 

she set an example of coherence and fidelity.  She always felt strongly and lived fully the sense of 

belonging to the Institute. 

 

Due to failing health conditions, she was transferred to Volto Santo where she was lovingly assisted 

by her sisters and the auxiliary staff.  Sister Filomena concluded her earthly journey, one beautifully 

lived with love and grace, and returned to her Spouse on April 13, 2021. 

 

Sister Filomena’s mortal remains rest in the tomb of the Institute in the cemetery of Anzio RM 
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                       Sister Rosa Ranucci, MPF 

 

                                Montefiascone VT  September 5, 1922   

                               Roma     April 20,   2021   

 

Sister Rosa Ranucci was born in Montefiascone VT on September 5, 1922. From 

childhood, she had the privilege to grow and to receive her education at the 

school of the Maestre Pie, and attracted by the charism of Saint Lucy Filippini 

entered the Diocesan Institute of the Maestre Pie Filippini on September 4, 1940. 

She received the religious habit and consecrated her life to God, professing her 

Oblation on October 15, 1945. 

 

Sister Rosa spent many years teaching in the nursery school. She devoted herself to this educational 

mission with passion.  Her dedication to schooling little children was accompanied by her maternal 

tenderness accounting for her great success. She was welcoming and kind to their parents and knew 

the secret to establish friendly and collaborative relationships. 
 

Sister Rose’s availability came with great sacrifice since she was employed in the state schools in 

various cities and rural centers, often far from the community.  Sometimes her school hours did not 

allow for participation in community events, but she never failed to devote time to prayer and often 

needed to search for the nearest church for the celebration of the Eucharist. 
 

Sister Rosa was distinguished for her fine, good-natured personality.  Her wit, joke-telling, and 

happy nature made for delightful,  pleasant company. 

 

Wherever assigned, she left behind a reputation of a Maestra Pia who was strong, enthusiastic, 

lively, and gifted in communicating joy.  These character traits made her lovable and well accepted 

by all. She knew how to face difficulties with great fortitude.  Open to listening and supporting 

families in their problems, even from a distance, she maintained contact with them and continued to 

show an interest in their various needs. 
 

At Castel Giorgio, where she arrived at an already advanced age,  she continued to exercise her 

itinerant apostolate. She walked through the streets, entered every house, gathering the neighbors for 

prayer in front of the images of the Blessed Mother and the merciful Jesus.  In her spare time, Sister 

Rosa devoted herself to the care of the garden where she, with her usual attention, cultivated flower 

plants. 

 

Sister Rosa spent the last years of her earthly life, in Volto Santo. There too, the sisters and the 

auxiliary staff enjoyed her jovial company. Stricken with Covid 19, the Lord called her to Himself 

on April 20, 2021. 
 

Sister Rosa Ranucci’s mortal remains rest in her family tomb, in the cemetery of Montefiascone VT. 
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        Sister  Maria Alliegro MPF 
 

                         Padula SA                         March 23, 1943  

                         Janampet, AP, India  April 29,   2021   
 

Sister Maria Alliegro was born on March 23, 1943, in Padula (Salerno).  

She joined the Pontifical Institute of the Religious Teachers Filippini on 

February 2, 1959, and received the religious habit on September 15, 1960. 

In 1961, while still a novice, she was sent to the United States where she 

completed her formation at Villa Walsh, Morristown, New Jersey. In 1963, 

she made her Final Profession and soon after became an active member of 

the Queen of Apostles Province in Bristol, Connecticut.  For more than 

twenty years, she served as teacher, principal, superior, and youth animator 

in the Province.  
 

Accepting the great call to be a missionary, in October 1988, Sister Maria left the Queen of Apostles 

Province in the United States and began a new chapter in her life. God’s new plan and new challenge 

brought her to Janampet, in the Diocese of Eluru, Andhra Pradesh, India, and she became one of the 

Pioneers of this new Indian mission. With her lively, youthful and cheerful spirit, she immersed 

herself into the life of this budding mission and proved to be a dynamic leader, a gift to this 

developing Region. 
 

Sister Maria served the Regina Pacis Region in various roles. The Formator for the young Postulants 

and later for the Junior Sisters, she inspired those under her care. With strong convictions and deep 

spiritual insights, she inculcated in these young women a strong sense of belonging, keeping in mind 

that one day they will safeguard the Indian mission.    
 

Sister Maria was a committed leader for the Region, beginning first as a Regional Councilor.  From 

2009 to 2018, Sister Maria was appointed Regional Superior, and in 2019 the Regional Economa. 

Under her vibrant leadership, the Mission expanded to other parts of India that involved 

collaborative ministry with other Dioceses and Congregations. Her exemplary presence and religious 

dignity gained her admiration, love, and respect from everyone she met. She had the gift of 

discerning in the light of true faith and remaining before the Blessed Sacrament, she always searched 

for God’s will for this mission. Every new challenge was brought before the Lord in prayer. The 

Lord whom she loved and served with dedication responded to her genuine and sincere desires for 

the growth and spread of the mission to the greater glory of God.  She never felt too much was being 

asked of her. Instead, as she moved forward with great generosity, the Lord was walking ahead of 

her and opening new doors. She desired to fulfill the great dream of Saint Lucy to be in every corner 

of the earth. In every role her deep-rooted convictions of Religious life were visible.  
 

Capturing the hearts of everyone she met: bishops, priests, religious; laity, young and old; rich and 

poor alike,  she shared her spiritual insights with the priests of the Diocese of Eluru and the various 

Houses of Formation through presentations and seminars. Sister Maria was moved with compassion 

for the poor, the sick, the widows, and orphans. She always tried to alleviate their suffering through 

words of consolation and deeds of charity.  She incarnated the Charism of the Maestre Pie Filippini, 

loving and giving her entire self.   Sharing time, energy, and her talents with the youth and holding 

Youth meetings annually, she encouraged and challenged the youth to build their lives on values. 
 

During the second wave of COVID, the Regional House in Janampet was badly stricken. Sister 

Maria’s condition deteriorated, she was admitted to the hospital,  but after a few days, respecting her 

wishes, she was brought back to Janampet on April 29. Within a few hours at home, she quietly 

drew her last breath and entered her eternal reward. She leaves behind a void, the void of a true 

missionary, a committed  Formator, a dynamic leader. 
 

Sister Maria Alliegro’s mortal remains are buried at the Regional House premises in Janampet.  
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                 Sister Amalorpavam Boodali MPF 
 

          Munampathy Kandigai, T.N, India   December 4, 1976              

           Janampet, AP, India                    May 7,   2021   

 

Sister Amalorpavam Boodali was born on December 4, 1976, in 

Munampathy Kandigai, Tamil Nadu, India. She entered the Institute of the 

Religious Teachers Filippini on July 11, 1995, made her Temporary 

Oblation on June 10, 2000, and Perpetual Oblation on December 4, 2005.  
 
 

God endowed Sister Amala with remarkable intelligence and enthusiasm for life. She received her 

Bachelor of Education Degree in Mathematics and her Master’s Degree in Physical Science and 

Education. Her sudden and untimely passing is an enormous loss for the mission. She was proficient 

in various languages:  Tamil, Telugu, and English.  And having spent three years of her Juniorate in 

Italy gave her the added opportunity to be acquainted with the Italian language and culture.  

Proficiency in the local languages was an asset for Sister Amala since it afforded her to easily 

converse with the parents and  local people  of  the different states of India 
 

Sister Amala was an efficient and dedicated teacher in Mathematics. She loved the children and gave 

herself fully to the ministry of education. She taught in Saint Lucy School in Janampet, Andhra 

Pradesh, and later she served the Vanaprastha International School in Tamil Nadu from 2009 to 

2018.  She was admired and appreciated greatly for her professionalism,  her teaching, and 

leadership skills. Wherever she served she left her mark of a hardworking and dedicated person. 
 

In 2018, Sister Amala returned to the Saint Lucy School, Janampet, this time the Principal and also 

teacher. As a Principal, she was a gifted organizer and coordinator. Hard work and discipline are the 

two qualities that define her leadership. With deep faith and determination, she succeeded in refining 

the quality of the school that was already progressing nicely.  She utilized her God-given talents.  

Special attention was always given to those children who were less endowed. Children of the 

villages remained in school after school hours and were given special care since this help was not 

available at home. Sister Amala had a special consideration for the poor, sick, and elderly. She 

visited them and lifted their spirits with her friendly and outgoing personality.  
 

Her respect and concern for the senior members of the community were likewise admirable. She 

often shared her plans and asked for their suggestions. When introducing any new endeavors, she 

requested the community to pray for its effectiveness. Sister Amala always thanked anyone who 

extended small or large gestures of kindness done to her. During community prayers, she 

remembered those in need of prayer and this was a reminder for the entire community to intercede 

for these people in need.  Actively involved in the life of the community, her jovial and humorous 

presence added vibrancy to the community recreation. Her simple and smiling personality was loved 

and will be very missed by all the sisters.  
 

Mid-April 2021, the Regional House, Janampet became prey for COVID and approximately twenty-

five members were infected. The community, still in shock upon the death of Sister Maria Alliegro, 

now suffered the grief of the passing of Sister Amala on May 7.  Sister Amala, a young and 

enthusiastic religious, filled with dreams and a vision for the mission, at the age of 44 and having 

lived her religious life for twenty-one years was called to her eternal reward.  
 

Sister Amala’s mortal remains are buried in the Regional House  Premises, Janampet    
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               Sister  Donata Pacella, MPF 

                   Filiano PZ   August 8,  1946  

                   Rome    May 6,  2021   

 

Sister Donata Pacella, born in Filiano PZ on August 8,  1946, entered the 

Institute of the Maestre Pie Filippini on  September 1, 1965,  received the 

religious habit on August 28, 1966,  made her Temporary Oblation on 

August 27, 1967, and the Perpetual Oblation on August 18, 1973. 

Sister Donata spent only the first two years of her consecrated life in 

Proceno VT, where she collaborated as an assistant in the nursery school. 

Soon after, she was asked to make herself available to the elderly and sick Sisters, a task that she 

accepted with generosity and youthful enthusiasm, willingly sacrificing her ideal to be a teacher. She 

was profoundly sure of responding to the call and living the charism of Lucy, even by carrying out 

another apostolate. 
 

After graduating in Nursing Sciences, she was assigned to Volto Santo where she spent her talents of 

mind, heart, and strength throughout her life in the community, from 1975 to the last day that her 

health allowed. 

All the sisters of the Province, at least once, referred to Sister Donata for specialist medical visits, 

distinct therapies, difficult appointments, etc. She was always ready, and with calmness and wisdom, 

she was able to manage and give advice even in the most worrisome situations. She had a generous 

heart that welcomed everyone without distinction and entrusted them with confidence to the Father 

in daily prayer. 
 

The name that she bore, “Donata” which means “ gifted or offered” was the way of life to which she 

adhered throughout her existence. She gave of herself completely to the Lord, always attentive and 

reaching out to others. She offered the gift of herself to her sisters in the community and looked for 

ways to meet and provide for their needs. Time was never for herself but she always thought of 

others, even people outside the community who turned to her. Together with the cares for the body, 

she dispensed words of comfort and hope, enlightened by the Gospel. 
 

Numerous times the Superiors tried to offer her a period of rest, leisure, or the opportunity to 

participate in a course. It was never opportune for her. She could never think of herself far from her 

"work camp." Her comfort remained at home with the infirm sisters under her care.  She often 

repeated that she did not need anything else. 

Animated by a great sense of belonging to the Institute in particular, to the community of Volto 

Santo, Sister Donata remained alongside each sister, day and night.  In every circumstance, she 

alleviated suffering and supported those who were fragile with affection and medical expertise. 
 

The last three months of Sister Donata’s life were an experience that associated her with Jesus on 

Calvary.  The agony between hospitalizations and returns to the community became a new pattern. 

In the throes of excruciating pain and general ailment, the Doctors were unable to determine a clear 

diagnosis of her problem. She suffered intensely, and offered so much to the Lord, always for the 

good of the Institute. On May 6, 2021, the Lord called her to Himself, embracing her and inviting 

her to the eternal wedding feast.   In the Institute, she will always be remembered for giving her life 

for the life and well-being of the Maestre Pie who needed her assistance. 
 

Sister Donata’s mortal remains rest in the tomb of the Institute, in the cemetery of Anzio RM.    
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   Sister  Margherita Marchione MPF 
 

                         Little Ferry, NJ       February 19, 1922 

                         Morristown, NJ      May 19,   2021   
 

Sister Margherita Marchione, MPF, died peacefully at the age of 99 on 

Wednesday, May 19, 2021, in Saint  Joseph Home, Health Care Centre, Villa 

Walsh, Morristown, New Jersey.   
 

Born in Little Ferry, New Jersey, on February 19, 1922, Sister Margherita entered the Religious 

Teachers Filippini on September 2, 1935. She received the  Religious Habit on June 12,  1938, and 

made her Perpetual Oblation on August 31, 1941.  

After receiving a Bachelor of Arts degree from Georgian Court College, Sister Margherita continued 

her studies in Italian at Columbia University, New York, earning both Master’s and Doctorate 

degrees. She received a Doctor of Humane Letters degree from Ramapo College and the “Michael 

Award” from the New Jersey Literary Hall of Fame.  She was a trustee of Opera at Florham and 

Bayley-Ellard High School, and a member of the New Jersey Catholic Historical Records 

Commission.  Sister Margherita was a Fulbright scholar and the recipient of countless national and 

international honors and awards for her literary and historical accomplishments and for her 

outstanding contributions to higher education and Italian culture. Sister Margherita served as 

President of Walsh College for six years and as President of Corfinio College for ten years. Sister 

Margherita is included in the Congressional Record and in biographical references such as 

Dictionary of American Scholars, Contemporary Authors, World Who’s Who of Women, and Past 

and Promise: Lives of New Jersey Women. In addition to lecturing here and abroad, Sister 

Margherita made numerous radio and television appearances.   
 

As professor of Italian Language and Literature at Fairleigh Dickenson University in Madison, New 

Jersey, for twenty years, Sister Margherita authored numerous books on Philip Mazzei. These works 

reveal quite clearly and colorfully the full import of the mostly unknown and neglected Italian 

Founding Father of America, as well as the Italian influence on the United States Constitution. 
 

Sister Margherita’s great devotion to the Holy See and, in particular, to Pope Pius XII’s sanctity and 

fidelity to the office entrusted to him, made her eminently worthy of multiple articles in Inside the 

Vatican, and the Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice Cross, awarded by Pope Saint John Paul II. Sister 

Margherita’s collection of research papers, books and artifacts of Pius XII are a great treasure for 

which we are duly proud and grateful. However, as Bishop Emeritus Arthur Serratelli stated in his 

homily at her Mass of Christian Burial, “Sister Margherita has left us the legacy of many scholarly 

works, but her greatest legacy is her life. Across the pages of her life, she allowed the Divine Author 

to write in bold letters. Each chapter of her life for the last century has been a testament of 

cooperation with God’s will, an untiring search for truth and a profound joy in living as a daughter 

of Saint Lucy Filippini.  Trusting in his providence, she let God use her talents and the events of her 

life to pen his truth and love.”     
 

For over 82 years Sister Margherita was a devoted member of the Religious Teachers Filippini, 

where she was highly respected for her valued contributions and devotion to the Institute. The 

translation of the biography of Saint Lucy Filippini “From the Land of the Etruscans” is a valuable 

and treasured gift she leaves behind to the English speaking communities of the Institute.  Her 

efficacious deeds and holiness of life made her a dynamic leader as she served as Treasurer, 

Delegate to Provincial and General Chapters, Councilor, and author of numerous community 

documents and histories. Sister Margherita received the Religious Teachers Filippini Humanitarian 

Award as a gesture of great esteem and deep appreciation from the Saint Lucy Province. 
 

Sister Margherita Marchione’s mortal remains rest in the Ave Maria Cemetery at Villa Walsh, 

Morristown, New Jersey.  
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