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Dear Sisters,  
 

Taking advantage of this communication, allows me to update you on the latest events 

of our two missions in Africa, Ethiopia and Eritrea.   You are already aware that Ethi-

opia has been involved in a Civil War since November 2020.  From the beginning of 

this war until April 2021, we had not heard from our sisters.  In April, we rejoiced that 

our sisters were safe, even though significant damage was done to our schools and also 

to our Regional House in Adigrat.   Indeed, we rejoiced to communicate by phone and 

via email with our sisters once again. Yet, this was short-lived.  The war resumed, and 

since mid-June, through today all means of contact has been discontinued.  Because 

they are denied Wi-Fi and electricity, there is no way to be in touch with our sisters. In 

addition, their banks are closed which raises a grave concern since we support the sis-

ters quarterly, and there is no way for them to secure their quarterly budget during this 

stretch of time.   
 

Sister Mebrak, the regional superior in Eritrea says “Our sisters in Ethiopia, although 

very near to us geographically, with the cruelty of this war, are so far from us.  We 

don’t have any idea how they are doing or if they are even living.”  It is the “un-

known” that is so frightful and raises concern.  Not involved in the immediate throes 

of war, we don’t anticipate the worse, however, we cannot deny it and also the depri-

vation, the fear, and the many unknown sacrifices our sisters are suffering during this 

long period. 
 

There is also disappointing news from Eritrea...  
 

You are aware that two years ago our clinic in Eritrea was taken over by the govern-

ment. Unfortunately, the good work of caring for the many medical needs of the poor 

was disrupted.  Our two sisters who supervised the clinic, Sister Lettehannes Men-

gisteab Tewelderhan and Sister Lemlem Michael Msgun, registered nurses, were no 

longer able to utilize their skills. These two sisters responded to the appeal of the Gen-

eral Council to assist our sisters in Rome.  How pleased I am to share that this August 

Sister Lettehannes and Sister Lemlem arrived in Rome.  The Eritrean government al-

lowed their leaving because they fall in the required category that allows departure. 

Sister Lettehannes is caring for our infirm sisters in Volto Santo and Sister Lemlem is 

assisting in San Gemini where our retired sisters reside.  We are grateful for their gen-

erosity to assist, and those they serve are grateful for their service and their sacrifice.  
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Throughout the summer, it was rumored that the government would begin taking over 

some of the Catholic schools in Eritrea.   The sisters worried and prayed they wouldn’t 

be among them, but that was not the case. Our schools in Tukul and Berkit were con-

fiscated by the government and are already in their use. In Asmara, the main house, 

where the sisters live, the sisters were allowed to remain there, but the services they 

offered, the Women’s Promotion Center, and the Kindergarten cannot continue. Sister 

Mebrak says this is all very sad, but they thank God for their faith that sustains them 

and their awareness that they have the support of our prayers and concern for them 

from afar. 
 

The Bishop of Eritrea, Msgr. F. Hagos recently visited Rome and both Sister Virginia 

and I spent a good part of an afternoon discussing this situation with him.  He ex-

plained that the Bishops of Eritrea have bravely appealed to the government but to no 

avail. Msgr. F. Hagos is very fatherly, he knows our sisters well, and plans on his re-

turn to work closely with them to see how they could continue to keep our mission 

alive.  Sister Mebrak did share that the sisters were visiting families, following the 

youth, and teaching children catechism. They are trying! When I chide her for not re-

maining in touch more frequently, she apologizes and reminds me each time that they 

have no electricity for two, and three, weeks at a time and are deprived of inter-

net access a good part of the day, never certain when it will be available to them. 
 

The situation in Ethiopia and Eritrea changes frequently.  By the time you read this 

communication things could be very different from what I have disclosed.  The cir-

cumstances may get worse or with prayerful trust improve.     This information comes 

to you to re-enforce your prayers for them. They are part of our Filippini Family, and 

every day I am asked by one of you, “How are our sisters in Ethiopia and Eritrea? I 

know you care and whenever I am able, I remind the sisters of your affection, prayers, 

and concern. May the Lord increase their faith and accompany them on this perilous 

journey traveled in hope and love, all in His name. 

 

Sincerely in the Lord, 

 

 

 

Sister Ascenza Tizzano, MPF 
                      General Superior                                          

 

 

 

 

     
 

 

  

 

     Sister Lemlem 

   Sister Lettehannes 
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Sacred Heart Province - Italy 
                        Annual Retreat    

This year’s annual retreat, held at the Provincial House, provided 

the sisters the choice to participate either online or in presence.  

The “in presence” could not exceed thirty sisters.   
                                                                          

Father Gerardo Battaglia, whose fraternal availability is praisewor-

thy, guided the Annual Retreat for the Sacred Heart Province.  He 

drew his inspiration from the encyclical Evangelii Gaudium. The 

sisters found his every presentation an ideal and profound journey, truly Good News, a 

"new" call to encounter Jesus, source of joy:  
 

“The joy of the Gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus. Those who 

accept His offer of salvation are set free from sin, sorrow, inner emptiness and loneli-

ness. With Christ joy is constantly born anew.” 
 

Father Gerardo did not limit himself to preaching alone, but was accompanied with the 

discussions of the sisters in small groups. The sharing and reflections guided them to 

apply the presented concepts personally and in the local community. Here below are 

some of the outstanding points that were inspirational for the sisters: 

- There is no true joy without the relationship of the cross of Christ. 

- The reason for our joy is Christ who lives in us. Therefore, we must reconsider 

the space of our "I". It is not what we do that matters, but how we do it and why 

we do it. 

- It is necessary to renounce the temporary things that pass, in order to have the 

highest Good. 

- The world does not change. The only possibility for change is to change our-

selves. We begin this with an act of humility. We only grow in the evangelical life 

when we overcome personal limitations, and recognize the presence of God in the 

sister whom He has placed beside us. 

- Our first task is to carry the Word of God within us and among us.  

- God enjoys our joy, but he is happy with us even when we are weak. 

- Like Saint Lucy, we must have the courage to go down to the tomb (daily life) 

with Christ… to empty ourselves of all that is not evangelical, and to always 

thank and praise the Lord. 

As part of the concluding the retreat service,  Father Gerardo lit an imaginary meno-

rah, seven lights on the theme of the Joy of the Gospel, to prepare us to live the joy 

promised and offered by Jesus in time and in eternity. 

1. Joy is the experience of feeling loved, founded on the certainty that He is always 

with us. 

2. Joy is proclaimed in a new and definitive way by our testimony of the Gospel. 
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3. The encounter with the living God communicates joy,   even   

     in times of great trial. 

4. This joy overflows and asks to be announced and shared: it is  

     the joy of service. 

5.  It is an eschatological joy, nourished by God's promises. 

6.  Whoever experiences the joy of the Gospel cannot possess it   

     for oneself,  she must share it with others. 

7. Accept the love of Jesus, the source of the joy that never dis-   

    appoints and that radiates as a gift for others. 

After sharing the significance of the candles, Father went to each sister, blessed her, 

called upon the Holy Spirit to rest upon her, and gave her an inspired scripture quote 

to take with her. What a personal touch to a very special week of prayer! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Meeting of Local Superiors  

August 26-28, 2021 
 

Sister Virginia Iamele, Provincial Superior, and her Council deemed it necessary to 

meet in person with the Superiors of the local communities to share and face more 

closely their common difficulties. In light of the protocols of the Pandemic, efforts 

were enforced to comply with the rules provided for large group settings, thus allow-

ing for the sisters to convene from August 26-28. 

 

On the evening of August 26th,  Sister Virginia warmly welcomed the sisters, and af-

ter months of separation, uncertainty, 

pain, loss, suffering, that have been felt 

by everyone in the local communities, 

and especially by those with greater re-

sponsibility, it was a blessing to assem-

ble and be together again.  On this first 

evening, the simple agenda was an invi-

tation for the sisters to open their hearts; 

it provided a space of liberation and release for the sisters to expose and to verbalize 

worries, fears, discontent, and the many problems that haunt the mind and heart.  
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Those who spoke freely, honestly and openly during this time and 

those who listened intently joined in a heartfelt prayer of recognition 

that God continues to walk with us in every situation of life.  This 

prayer concluded the first session of candid sharing.   

 

The next morning, Father Gerardo presented the model for each Su-

perior, through the Lectio on the Gospel of the Good Samaritan (Lk 10, 

25-37). The attitude of compassion must be part of every Superior to 

become a "Samaritan" for the members entrusted to them. The question is not: “Who 

is my neighbor?”  But “Am I a neighbor to others? Do I stop, show genuine interest, 

get close to the situation, and truly listen?  “Am I a benevolent leader?”  The richness 

of Father Gerardo’s presentations provided the sisters with the many skills to enhance 

their style of leadership and to respond to these provocative questions. 

 

On the 28th of August, in the first session, Sister Virginia 

addressed the sisters and offered encouraging words, and 

expressed her understanding of the challenges they each 

face; she updated them on current events in the Province 

and informed them of the sisters in charge of various sec-

tors.  She invited Sister Maria Pia Maurizi to introduce the 

scope of the study of Saint Lucy Filippini for the coming 

year in preparation for the celebration of Saint Lucy’s 350th birthday and reinforced 

the importance of the local communities giving this optimum attention this year.   
   

Sister Nicoletta Di Rocco and Sister Petra Roc-

chi addressed the sisters on the regulations that 

are enforced at the national level, and the re-

quests for compliance by the Regional Scholas-

tic Offices.   

 

All in all, the few days spent together were an effective and pleasant encounter filled 

with mutual enrichment. The sisters enjoyed many opportunities to engage with one 

another, to pray and worship together, and enjoy each other at meals.  They returned to 

their communities more confident, relieved, and ready to start a new scholastic year. 
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Montefiascone  
Solemnity of the Patronage of Saint Lucy Filippini 
 

The Diocese of Montefiascone since the postwar period has celebrated the solemnity 

of the patronage of Saint Lucy Filippini on the third Sun-

day of September, dedicating particular attention to the 

charism of evangelization through catechesis and educa-

tion in schools.  
 

Last year it was celebrated in a minor tone due to the anti-

Covid measures, but this year it was possible to commem-

orate it in three days according to tradition. 
 

On the first evening, September 17,  a large audience gath-

ered in the Cathedral to participate in the interesting 

presentation of the book by Father  Giuseppe Trapè, parish 

priest, and the bishop's master of ceremonies. The text con-

sists of the elaboration and commentary on the forms for the Mass in honor of Saint  

Lucy, drawn up in his time by the same author. Excellent speakers re-read the work 

from the theological-liturgical-spiritual-ecclesial and historical point of view, with 

particular reference to the pastoral suggestions given by Pope Francis to the Church of 

our time. 
 

The solemn celebration of First Vespers and the Saturday Evening Mass in honor of 

Saint Lucy, in the crypt-sanctuary, illuminated the second evening. The celebrant, His 

Excellency, Mons. Fabio Fabene, Archbishop Undersecretary at the Congregation for 

the Causes of Saints, in his homily, highlighted three words offered by the Liturgy of 

the day and which illustrate well Lucy's holiness: loving surrender to the Father, gen-

erous service in proclaiming the Gospel, tireless labor in the name of Christ, to build 

peace and harmony.  
 

At 9.00 pm, the young adults of Lu & Gi arrived from various locations and partici-

pated in the Eucharistic Adoration, a time for them that is always a source of anima-

tion, strength, and peace. 
 

On Sunday,  September 19,  His Excellency, Mons. Lino Fumagalli, Bishop of 

Viterbo, presided at the solemn Eucharistic Celebration in the crypt-sanctuary animat-

ed by the “S. Margherita” choir.   Among the many guests present were Mother Gen-

eral, Sister Ascenza Tizzano, the General Councilors, the Provincial Superior, Sister 

Virginia Iamele, and other sisters from Rome and nearby communities. 
 

The Bishop outlined the spiritual and apostolic itinerary of Lucy, an ever-present 

source of inspiration for Christian families, and a model for young people.  After the 

Liturgy, the sisters of Montefiascone invited the clergy and guests to a festive dinner 

where an atmosphere of fraternal cordiality permeated the dining room. 
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  In the late afternoon at the Cathedral, 

some students, ex-alumni, young people, 

and children, in costumes of the time, 

presented the Via Lucia, short evocative 

scenes of Lucy's earthly life. In its sim-

plicity, the performance was inspiring 

and captured the spirit of the day. 
 

At the end of the day, with the Celebra-

tion of Second Vespers in the crypt, the 

diocesan priests, seminarians, and sisters 

gathered around the altar that houses the mortal remains of Lucy and implored her 

powerful intercession for the local and universal Church, and the whole of humanity.  

After a joyful and tasty pizza gathering and before saying goodbye, the three-day ob-

servance to Saint Lucy ended by once again raising songs of gratitude and praise in 

her name! 

Province of Saint Lucy 

Genesis Day – New Beginnings! 
 

Genesis Day, Saturday, September 11, 

2021, was a splendid autumn day. The sis-

ters gathered on the Mansion porch, where a 

large golden banner hung from the railing: 

Welcome Home, Sisters! You Were Missed!  

Sister Patricia Pompa, Provincial Superior, 

greeted the Sisters in celebration of their 

first Province in-person gathering since Feb-

ruary 2020 due to the COVID restrictions.   
          

The morning began with a Prayer Service prepared by Sister Geraldine Contento, 

which included a commemoration of the 9/11 event, and pandemic influences experi-

enced by the world.  Sister Patricia shared introductory remarks and each Sister re-

ceived a “Filippini” face mask as part of the welcome back to Villa 

 

The day’s presenter, Father Gerald Buo-

nopane from Seton Hall University, of-

fered two conferences and celebrated Eu-

charistic Liturgy for the sisters.  In Fa-

ther’s presentation, he reminded the sis-

ters of the many ways Covid-19 affected 

all of us. It touched the core of our identi-

ty. What does it mean to be religious 

when we cannot gather? We continued to 

be challenged. 
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Looking back at our history, we see Saint Lucy and the Church endured challenges… 

But she and the Church went on, filled with love for God and others. When chal-

lenged, Lucy continued her mission, abandoning herself to God, whether accused of 

Quietism, adversaries, or illness.  She embraced the poor and never lost faith. 
   

We all remember tough times. Like Elijah in the desert, we will follow God’s plan. 

God brought us to this community for a purpose; He will give us the strength for fol-

lowing the call… Life wins out over death. Religious women daily live the Gospel, 

serving the world, especially the needy.  Do not forget who you are… you have the 

privilege of imitating Christ the Teacher. You are educators and much more… Covid-

19 cannot take away your gift of love.  
 

     As religious, you show your need for Jesus, for  

Mary,    and the desire to imitate Saint Lucy… You 

are consecrated, rooted in Christ. By your evangeli-

cal counsels, you are a beautiful light amid a dark 

world. Stay true to your Foundress and Community. 

Pray for an increase in vocations.  
 

Consecration makes you one with God who called 

you to unconditional spousal love. You are living 

memories of Jesus, living out His poverty, chastity, 

and obedience. The Spirit works through you and in the sacraments. Bring purpose, 

passion, and prioritize. Pray to revitalize the Church, the schools, and the Community. 

Three recommendations: 1. Live in the “middle,” between paralyzing fear and relaxed 

complacency.  2.  Look for joy in everyday life.  3. Take comfort: the pandemic will 

end. 
 

After Liturgy, the Sisters then enjoyed a festive dinner in Mother Ninetta Hall dining 

room.    
 

Sister Betty Jean Takacs, Provincial Councilor, presented Saint Lucy traveling statues 

to the following convents: Saint Joseph-by-the-Sea, So. Mantoloking; Sant Ann, Rari-

tan; Paul VI in Haddon Township. Sister Barbara O’Kane offered the Vocation Plan to 

the Community asking for the sisters’ involvement in the year’s program. She outlined 

some of the anticipated events that would be taking place during the year. 
 

In Sister Patricia’s closing remarks, she reminded the sisters   “As women of faith, we 

trust the God within us; we can transform ourselves, our convents, our ministries, re-

vitalizing each local community, which in turn can transform the community-at-large. 

Focus on the good, remember our purpose. Remember why you do what you do.  We 

don’t get burned out because of what we do. We get burned out because we forget why 

we do it! “Much has been given us, and much is expected…” Our Constitutions and 

Rules remind us that, “We are to be present in the world as a small, domestic 

church…” 
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The National Shrine of Saint Lucy Filippini 

Parish of the Visitation in New Brunswick, New Jersey 

 
On Wednesday, September 8, 2021, at the invitation of Pastor Father Michael Fragosa, 

at the Parish of the Visitation in New Brunswick, New Jersey, the Religious Teachers 

Filippini were honored marking 100 years of service to the people of God in New 

Brunswick.  The Sisters arrived at Saint Mary of Mount Virgin Parish in 1922, and in 

anticipation of Saint Lucy’s 350th birthday, the parish held a trifold celebration.  The 

commemoration of the Feast of Our Lady of Mount Virgin, the order for the conferral 

of Confirmation on forty-two young high school freshmen, and the return of the effigy 

of Saint Lucy Filippini to Saint Mary of Mount Virgin, her Na-

tional Shrine.  The celebrant of this special evening was the 

Most Reverend James F. Checchio, Bishop of the Diocese of 

Metuchen. 
 

To complement the importance of this occasion the Holy See 

has bestowed the favor of a plenary indulgence, when the usual 

conditions for this indulgence are observed. In the past, Saint 

Mary’s was designated as the National Shrine of Saint Lucy 

Filippini.  Prior to the Liturgy, Bishop Checchio blessed and 

re-consecrated the National Shrine of Saint Lucy Filippini. 

 

Sisters in the area participated in this historic evening with great pride and joy. As a 

community, the devotion to our Blessed Mother 

on the feast of her Nativity, made this celebra-

tion most meaningful.  As a graduate of Paul VI 

High School in Haddonfield, New Jersey, Bish-

op Checchio, openly expressed his affection and 

respect for the education received from the Re-

ligious Teachers.   In his homily, he encouraged 

the confirmandi to follow the example of Saint 

Lucy in her docility to the Holy Spirit and her 

fidelity to the Church. 

 

Mater Divinae Grazie – Vice Province, Brazil 
Solidarity in times of Pandemia and Missionary Activity 

Vilhena, Rondônia 

 

Sister Fátima Aparecida da Silva 

Melo and Sister Maria Eunice da 

Silva of the community in Vilhena 

are doing all they can to meet the 

corporal and spiritual needs of the 
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people they serve. Among their efforts, they went to meet families on the outskirts of 

the city who were suffering from poverty and lack of work due to the pandemic and 

organized  the supply of food for them 
 

Due to the lack of priests in their city the sis-

ters are always asked to collaborate in the cele-

bration of the Word, and in the administration 

of sacraments. Sister Fátima Aparecida da 

Silva Melo ministered the sacrament of 

Baptism to several children and young people 

in the countryside.  
 

An intense preparation was given to the parents 

by the sisters. The sisters  emphasized the importance of living the Catholic faith, their 

active involvement in the parish and the importance of their personal witness  
 

Community Day  
 

On July 2, 2021, the entire Vice-Provincial Community participated in the Community 

Day of Ongoing Formation directed by Father Carlos Vitor Pinheiro da Cruz, 

Redemptorist Priest, introducing the theme: “The Detachment of Jesus Brings About 

Our  Redemption: in the Consecrated and Apostolic Life According to the Charism of 

the Congregation. ” 
 

Father Carlos presented the detachment of Jesus (Kenosis) from the Trinity and its 

divine reality to become a man for our salvation, a point of reference for those 

consecrated, especially those who feel the weight of years. Consecrated women, in 

their elder years, are called to detach themselves from work, offices, from apostolic 

life in general and attach themselves to the Eucharist, to a life of prayer in order to 

give witness to a peaceful, healthy and 

joyful life. 
 

The center of Christ's life was the tomb 

through which he passed from death to 

resurrection and returned to the right hand 

of his Father. Following his example, 

Religious must detach themselves from this 

life, the sepulcher, to rise again with Christ 

and return to the Father's House. The serene 

acceptance of limitations and physical fragility make the spirit of gratitude grow in us 

for the good achieved and for who one is, intensely loved by God. 
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Annual Retreat  
 

The July Annual Retreat for the vice-province was directed by His Excellency Msgr. 

Devair Araújo da Fonseca, Bishop of the city of Piracicaba, State of Sao Paulo.  
 

Msgr. Devair began by presenting the passage from the Prophet Hosea (2: 16-25), a 

man of God called to a difficult mission of bringing Israel (the prostitute) back to the 

desert to retrace her own history, to  perceive the ways of the Lord,  to  return to the   

" first love "(God), to  remember the wonders the Lord had done and to become God's 

people again. 
 

The desert is the place of temptation and decisions, a unique moment that does not 

repeat itself, a time when God speaks to us and helps us to know ourselves. He attracts 

us, leads us and speaks to our heart. In the desert, we are called to remember our own  

call and to thank the Lord. 

The following days, Bishop Devair presented the book 

of the Prophet Jonah (1: 1-15). Jonah is a hard-headed, 

bewildered prophet. The Lord calls him to save Nineveh, 

the pagan city, but he flees and resists doing the will of 

the Lord. His story is basically our story. Bishop Devair 

highlighted the following: 
 

 The divine initiative  calls us out of love and when we discover this great love of 

God, everything changes in our life; vocation is the meeting of two wills, that of 

God and ours. 

 Who is the prophet and where is he? The Lord does not call us according to our 

abilities and gifts. Our calling is personal. 

 The Lord  calls us where we are and how we are. 

Even though Jonah resisted and did not want to obey, the Lord does not give up on 

him. The same happens with us in our personal history. Based on the prophet's 

experience, Don Devair invited the sisters to write the fifth chapter with their story. 
 

Jubilee Celebration 
 

On  July 11, 2021, the sisters of the Mater 

Divinae Gratiae Vice-Province  gathered in the 

chapel for Eucharistic Liturgy to praise and 

thank the Lord for  the 50 years  of Religious 

Life of Sister Ione Honoria de Souza, Sister 

Maria Helena de Carvalho,  Sister Raimunda 

Dias de Lima,  and Sister Maria de Lourdes 

Santos,  and the 60 years of  Religiose Life of 

Sister Anna Maria Guizzon and Sister Sebastiana 

Grillo.  The solemn Eucharistic Liturgy was presided  by His Excellency Monsignor 

Devair Araujo da Fonseca and many priest friends concelebrated. During the homily, 

Bishop Devair emphasized the value of consecration and the fidelity of these 
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Jubilarians who continue to serve the Church and God’s people with generosity. They 

are a witness to His love. 
 

After the celebration, festive refreshments were 

shared and enjoyed. The Community of the Vice-

Province praises and thanks the Lord and begs 

blessings, health and all good for these sisters. 

May they continue to serve the Lord and their 

brothers and sisters with love, fidelity and a 

missionary spirit. 
 

 

Queen of Peace Region – India 
Teachers’ Day 

 

Each September 5 is celebrated as Teachers’ Day throughout India. It is the occasion 

of the birth date of Dr. Sarvepalli  Radhakrishnan,  a great scholar, leader, philosopher, 

and educator of India. On this day, the students of  

Saint Lucy School in Janampet, Regina Pacis Re-

gion,  honor  their Teachers as a sign of their respect 

and gratitude. The children performed a cultural 

program highlighting the role of the teacher in the 

all-around development of a child.  This year on this 

occasion, the sisters, teachers, and students grateful-

ly remembered Sister Maria Alliegro who was always an inspiration and motivator for 

all of our schools, but especially at Janampet since this is where she resided. They also 

honored Sister Amala, the former Principal of the school, who dedicated herself fully 

to the school’s mission. A moment of prayerful silence was observed in their memory. 
 

The Sisters took advantage of this special 

occasion to instruct the lay teachers and 

remind them of the great models of our 

mission of education,  “Christ the Teacher 

and Saint Lucy Filippini, the Holy Teach-

er.”   As Religious Teachers our mission is 

to extend and continue the work of Christ 

the Teacher.  “The teachers by their word 

and example are the principal agents in 

creating a school environment. The lay teachers should have a Christian vision of 

man, of the world, and of learning.” (Article 68) 
 

In the afternoon, the sisters and lay teachers attended a seminar on teaching skills pre-

sented by Sister Shiji Chacko, MPF. At the close of day, the sisters gathered together 

for a moment of prayer thanking the Lord for their great call to be educators in the 

spirit and the example of our Holy Teacher, Saint Lucy Filippini. 


