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  December 2021 

                                          Dear Sisters, 
 

Pope Francis’ dream for the Church of the third millennium 

is that it be a synodal Church, a Church that walks togeth-

er, a Church where no one is left out.   
 

The purpose of this letter is to share some thoughts with you   

on the Synod that I hope will strongly encourage you to accept Pope Francis’ invita-

tion to take this process seriously, “For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participa-

tion, Mission.”  May this simple message inspire and motivate you to actively partici-

pate in this celebration of the synodal process, especially in its first phase which in-

vites everyone to participate.  
 

It would be remiss on my part not to ignite your interest in this historical moment 

when the entire Church is called to walk together, listen to the Holy Spirit, to the 

Word of God, and to participate in the Mission of the Church.  Since the first phase of 

the Synod began in October, I am assuming you have already been invited by your 

Diocese to actively participate in some way, and I hope that you have accepted this in-

vitation, this challenge.  To initiate participation and to educate the concept of syn-

odality some Dioceses planned inspiring prayer programs rooting the Synodal process 

in meditation, Scripture, Liturgy, and prayer. Taking advantage of these experiences 

can only strengthen your position and presence defining you as “A Woman of the 

Church!” 
 

Now to move even a step further.  Institutes of Consecrated Life have also been invit-

ed to reflect on the contributions that their charisms have added to the Church and 

what we can offer to the growth of a truly synodal Church.  Not wanting to deprive 

you of this opportunity to speak on behalf of our special vocation, I am asking you to 

cooperate with the information and direction that has been forwarded to your leaders 

in each entity giving you this opportunity to have your voices heard.    Your participa-

tion will give you a stronger sense of belonging to the Church.   
 

The fundamental question of the consultation is:  In a synodal Church, which an-

nounces the Gospel, everyone “walks together.”    How is this “walking together” 
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carried out today in your local Church/Congregation?  What steps is the Spirit invit-

ing us to take in order to grow in our walking together”? 

 

It is a question of discerning together what is – from the perspective of consecrated 

life – the way of synodality that God expects from the Church in this historical mo-

ment.   
  

The leader of each entity will forward a collective contribution to the Generalate by 

May 1st of your response to this question. In turn, at the Generalate, we will send a 

synthesis of your responses to the Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life. Sis-

ters, this is your opportunity to articulate how the Spirit speaks through your prayer for 

the Church to move forward.  How could I deprive you of this opportunity to partici-

pate in this prophetic endeavor?   
 

The Holy Spirit is the One who guides us where God wills, and not where our ideas 

and personal tastes would lead us. May we be empowered by the presence of the Spir-

it as we embrace this Synodal Process. 
 

This prayer invites the Holy Spirit to be at work in us.  It is a prayer that has been 

prayed at Synods and Church gatherings for hundreds of years. It also began every 

session of the Second Vatican Council.       Let us pray… 
 

         We Stand Before You, Holy Spirit 
 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name.  

With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts;  

Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it.  
 

We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let  

ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our  

actions.  
 

Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal 

life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right.  
 

All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the  

communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

   Sincerely in the Lord,  

 

                                    

    

     Sister Ascenza Tizzano, MPF                                    

     General Superior 
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                    Dal Vaticano, 20 Dicembre 2021 
 
 
  

E LE M O S IN IE R E  D I  S U A S A N T IT À  

 

On the occasion of the 85th birthday of our Holy Father Francis, in the name of the 

entire Institute, as is customary, we sent a generous gift to him for his works of chari-

ty, recalling what St. Lucy repeated: "Do charity ... do not deny anyone… it is charity 

that maintains the schools! ” 

We are pleased to share the expression of gratitude we received on the part of the 

Pontifical Almsgiving. 

Response from the Vatican in the Name of His Holiness  

                                                                                                      20 December 2021 

Reverend Mother, 

His Holiness has destined the generous donation to this Office for works of charity. I 

fulfill the venerable task of thanking you and your Sisters on behalf of him, who great-

ly appreciated the noble sentiments of devoted affection and dedication of those who 

inspired this gesture, and His Holiness desires to reciprocate by invoking the fullness 

of the gifts of the Word of God made man on you and on your sisters of the distin-

guished Pontifical Institute of the Maestre Pie Filippini. 

On my behalf, I take advantage of this occasion to offer you fervent wishes for a Mer-

ry Christmas and a peaceful and fruitful New Year, with the most cordial greetings. 

                                                                                                    card. Konrad Krajewski 

                            

Sacred Heart Province - Italy 

                         
Formative Journey 

Maestre Pie and Laity Together for the Gospel 

 

On October 9, 2021, the Sacred Heart Province arranged a meeting of the Maestre Pie 

and Laity Together for the Gospel at the Provincial House on Via delle Fornaci after 

almost two years of online gatherings due to COVID.  Because in previous years three 

consecutive days were dedicated to the formation of their members who made their 

Act of Commitment, it was a touching and encouraging experience for all to come to-

gether, as individuals and as a group, and to resume the journey so missed and so im-

portant for the spiritual growth of its members.  Thus, this meeting was lived so in-

tensely and was much appreciated by all. 
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Sister Ascenza Tizzano, General Superior, warmly wel-

comed the participants and invited them to share in her 

exclamation of thanksgiving to God, since their pres-

ence in the gathering confirmed they triumphed over 

COVID. She thanked His Excellency Bishop Emidio 

Cipollone, who even during the pandemic remained 

close in spirit among them. From a distance, he kept 

everyone united through the daily sharing of the Word 

and on occasion gathered the members via Zoom.    

   

Sister Gabriella, Coordinator of the group, began the opening prayer 

and offered the appropriate directives for the day.  In his presenta-

tion, Bishop Emidio clearly explained that consecrated virginity 

and marriage are not opposed to each other: on the contrary, 

they are two distinct but complementary ways to live the one mys-

tery of God's covenant with his people.  

 

He reminded and encouraged the participants to live the identity 

of the Association, the Laity in marriage, and the Maestre Pie in 

consecrated virginity as a gift from God, mutually walking towards 

the fullness of life in the footsteps of Christ, animated by the fiery spirit of Saint Lucy. 

“The meaning of this intimate relationship with the 

Bridegroom is effectively expressed in the Song of 

Songs. The human person has everything, but he is 

incomplete. He cannot live on tasks and commit-

ments alone. There is a need for someone to re-

move him from loneliness and help him to forge 

harmonious relationships, to reach the fullness of 

his life. " 

 

The reflection was profound and enriching, and the 

sharing that followed highlighted the depth of the 

spiritual journey undertaken by the participants. 

The trust they place in one another was exhibited 

through their sharing of deeply personal sentiments. 
 

After the early afternoon Eucharistic Celebration all 

returned to their respective places. The reward of 

the day was reflected in their eagerness to resume 

the journey together and to make the Charism of 

Saint Lucy shine more and more in the anticipated 

350th anniversary of her birth. 
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Meeting of LU&GI 
 

On October 16, Father Marco Del Canuto, the parish adminis-

trator of Montefiascone, came to the town of Nettuno and was 

among the concelebrants on the occasion of the installation of 

the new Bishop of the Diocese, His Excellency, Bishop Vin-

cenzo Viva. Taking advantage of the precious and friendly 

presence of Father Marco, the Lu & Gi group of Nettuno-

Anzio were able to assemble once again and begin this year's 

meetings.  The expectation is that everyone becomes involved 

in the Jubilee Year of Saint Lucy Filippini, starting on January 

13, 2022, with the opening of the Holy Door in Tarquinia, and 

on January 16, 2022, in Montefiascone. 

 

In his lesson for the conference, Father Marco 

focused on three words: listening, commitment 

and prayer. He stressed the importance of jour-

neying, abandoning selfishness, and placing 

oneself at the service of others, faithful to one's 

human and Christian identity. A journey in-

cludes an interior and physical journey with 

oneself. During the journey from the Institute 

of the Maestre Pie in Nettuno to the beach nearby, each one reflected on the message 

he shared:  giving to God and to one's neighbor, what one can do without when setting 

about on a journey. 

Lunch represented a moment of cheerful friend-

liness after a long time of separation and dis-

tance. 

 

Afterward, the group gathered in the chapel for 

precious time in the presence of the Lord. This 

time ended with a symbolic gesture. Each pre-

sent offered something of himself to help those 

in difficulty. They were open to listening to the 

needs of those around them. It was their way to 

start the new year, intending to be more attentive to those who pass by, to identify the 

silent needs of others, and recognize the talents of those you meet along the path of 

daily life, in the hope that one can still experience the joy of being together in the 

presence of God. 

 

Sister Felicia joined the group in Nettuno-Anzio with three of the youth from Frascati 

who, having lived the experience of sharing, will, in turn, be able to act as spokesper-

sons for the group.       (Francesco Palma, Group leader) 
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Accompanying Teachers 

To Reflect the Charism of Saint Lucy Filippini 
 

January 13, 2022, marks the 350th anniversary of the birth of Saint Lucy Filippini. It 

is an important historical event that invites us to deepen our knowledge of the Holy 

Teacher and her educational and formative action in the school. Aware that our 

schools, today more than ever, will be able to survive if we have increasingly motivat-

ed teachers, true educators who know our foundational charism, and can witness it 

within the schools of the Religious Teachers, the first cus-

todians of the charism of our Founders. 
 

In this anticipated anniversary year, Sister Virginia Iamele, 

Provincial Superior, has entrusted Sister Petra Rocchi with 

the task of guiding the teachers in the Sacred Heart Prov-

ince to develop a project that seeks in a simple way to 

stimulate all teachers, lay and religious to reflect on being 

educators today, in a school that is rapidly changing and to 

receive its inspiration based on the gifts we have inherited 

from Saint Lucy Filippini.  
 

The project “to Educate is” intends to respond to the pri-

mary purpose of our work in schools and in all our educa-

tional realities, where the human and Christian growth of every single person is at the 

center of attention 
 

To this end, the action of each teacher is decisive, because, it is through her person and 

her education, that the scholastic culture and the Christian message pass on and, spe-

cifically in our schools, the knowledge of the Charism of our Founders.  
 

During this scholastic year 2021/2022, Sister Petra who possesses a strong devotion to 

Saint Lucy, has been faithfully developing this project. Monthly reflections on various 

themes are sent to all the schools of Italy for further collegial reflection and sharing.  

This endeavor on the part of Sister Petra can only enhance the richness of each teach-

er’s goals for a more fulfilled teaching experience. 

 

Province of Saint Lucy 
Saint Joseph  by  the Sea  Celebrates the Year of Saint Joseph 

 

Among their endeavors to celebrate the Year 

of Saint Joseph, the Sisters missioned at Saint 

Joseph by the Sea Retreat House hosted re-

treatants, volunteers, staff, and benefactors on 

Wednesday, October 20, 2021.  Sister 

Brunilda Ramos, Director, Sister Dolores 

Bianchi, and Sister Jane Feltz welcomed those 
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whose efforts help sustain the ministry of prayer, renewal, and healing that come forth 

from the retreat house.   

To mark the day’s significance the Most Reverend Manuel A. Cruz, Auxiliary Bishop 

of Newark, celebrated Mass and was assisted by Reverend Father John Bambrick, a 

frequent guest celebrant, lecturer, and friend of the Filippini Sisters. 
 

 In his homily, Bishop Cruz expressed his appreciation for the Sisters who minister at 

Saint Joseph by the Sea, extended words of commendation to the Religious Teachers 

Filippini for their self-sacrifice, hospitality, and generosity, and acknowledged the 

presence of Sister Patricia Pompa, Provincial Superior, Sister Betty Jean Takacs, Pro-

vincial Councilor, and Sister Marie Antonelli, Provincial Councilor. Bishop Cruz fur-

ther reflected on Saint Joseph’s virtues, especially his love, forgiveness, and obedi-

ence.   
 

The Eucharistic Liturgy was followed by a luncheon where the Sisters were able to 

mingle with the guests and express their heartfelt gratitude to this select group who 

help keep the mission of Saint Lucy Filippini alive and well at this central New Jersey 

shore.  Saint Joseph has been a faithful guardian and has blessed this location. In this 

special year, the sisters extol his blessed name and thank him for his paternal protec-

tion through so many years. 
. 

Annual Community Day 
November 20, 2021 

Day of Remembrance… Renewal of Oblation… Celebrating Jubilarians… 

 

The Sisters gathered in Saint Lucy Filippini Chapel to celebrate the anticipated Feast 

of Mary’s Presentation.  Following her warm welcome,   Sister Patricia Pompa, Pro-

vincial Superior, spoke of  the start of the Church’s October 

Synod meetings. To encourage participation, she reminded the 

sisters, “This journey, which follows in the wake of the 

Church’s “renewal” proposed by the Second Vatican Council, 

is both a gift and a task: by walking together and reflecting on 

the past journey, the Church will be able to learn which pro-

cesses can help us to live communion, to achieve participa-

tion, and to open ourselves to mission.”  

 

Sister Patricia also spoke of the Laudato Si Action Platform recalling again that the 

People and Planet are one family where earth is our common home.  We, as a commu-

nity, must protect God’s creation for future generations, embracing a lifestyle change 

for the common good and to take care of the poor and vulnerable.   

 

A commemorative and inspiring prayer service prepared by Sisters Elizabeth Dalessio 

and Elizabeth Toft, beautifully honored this year’s deceased Sisters.  A video presen-

tation inserted in the service emphasized the special qualities these sisters leave be-

hind. 
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At the Eucharistic Liturgy, Monsignor Thomas Gervasio, celebrant and former student 

of the Filippini Sisters, shared his study of Lucy’s life and emphasized the many 

struggles she suffered to maintain her schools. Lucy’s frustration was seen in letters 

she wrote to Princess Altieri 

Monsignor Gervasio thanked God for the Jubilarians’ fi-

delity and consecrated love. In his homily, he developed 

three attitudes from the day’s readings, which make our 

Oblation possible:  
 

1.)From the reading of Samuel:  

“Speak Lord, your servant is 

listening…”  Most people lis-

ten only to respond…  Recall 

our earliest days of vocation. The Lord did not thrust Him-

self upon us. His was a gentle voice. “Today, we rejoice 

that you, Jubilarians, trusted that voice and followed him.” 
 

2. From the Reading of James: “Be doers not hearers on-

ly.” Listening is not enough…We are challenged to turn what is heard into concrete 

actions. What is heard in this holy place must be lived in the marketplace... We are His 

instruments, His friends, and that makes all the difference. Jesus sees our efforts not 

our successes.  “Jubilarians and Sisters, you are witnesses who point others to God’s 

love and to true eternal happiness.”  

 

3. From Matthew: Discipleship requires 

humility. True greatness lies in humble 

service. Humility is the way to go, not the 

world’s way, but the Lord’s way. “Sis-

ters, we are only great when we proclaim 

God’s goodness like Mary did in the 

Magnificat.” 

 

Following a festive dinner, the Jubilari-

ans, Sister Jeanette DeSena, Sister Lucy 

Zanoni (75 years), Sister Joanne Kokosinski (50 years) Sister Lesley Draper (25 years) 

were honored with a Power Point presentation prepared by Sister Helen Sanchez and 

Sister Laura Bezila.    

With the approaching Thanksgiving holiday, Sister Patricia Pompa ended a notable 

day, sharing a message of gratitude. “Gratitude always surrounds us at Thanksgiving 

time, but we should live in gratitude each and every day… If we speak the words, 

“thank you” our actions should mirror those same words.” Pope Francis reminds us, 

“Gratitude is always a powerful weapon…”  
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                                 Mater Divinae Grazie – Vice Province, Brazil 
 

    Celebration of the Opening of the Preparatory 

Phase for the Synod of Bishops 2021-2023  

 
In preparation for the Synod of Bishops 2023 to be 

held in Rome, His Excellency Carlos Silva, Regional 

Bishop, on October 17, 2021, presided over a solemn 

Liturgical celebration, together with all the parish 

priests. It was attended by a group of Maestre Pie, 

and numerous lay faithful from the Episcopal Region 

of Brasilandia, San Paulo.  
 

At the end of the Holy Mass, the Bishop offered a 

souvenir candle to the priests, men, and women reli-

gious of the Region. 

 
     “Luciane” Project, Miracatu, San Paulo 

 

The activities of the Miracatu “Luciane” Project 

concluded for the year on December 4, 2021. The 

participating children and young people scripted 

the Gospel narration of the birth of Jesus. It was a 

moment of profound emotion and reflection for 

them and also for their parents and family mem-

bers. They also performed in song and recited po-

ems. 

 

 

 

Festive refreshments were served and each 

child and young adult received a gift pack-

age. 

 

Facial expressions revealed the great sat-

isfaction of the participants. Parents con-

tinued to congratulate and thank the sis-

ters, Sister Inez Silvia Rodrigues, Sister 

Maria de Lourdes Santos, Sister Yesu Rani 

Kulandai Raj, and their collaborators for the 

good they do and for the education their chil-

dren receive through this project that is supported 

by the Institute. 
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Christmas Catechesis Dramatized 
 

Every year the High Schools “Santa Lucia Filippini” of 

San Paulo, “Santa Lucia Filippini" of Vilhena, Rondonia, 

and "Our Lady of Divine Providence,” Peruíbe, San Pau-

lo, organize “Dramatization-Catechesis.” During this 

event, pupils offer theatrical performances on Christmas, 

an opportunity to give thanks for the school year, and to 

reflect on the true meaning of this fundamental event for 

those who are Christians. Family members participate and 

pray together. Everyone experiences moments of faith and 

true emotion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participation in Parish Ministry  
 

On December 19, Sister Maria Eduarda 

Moreira de Carvalho, and the junior sister, Sis-

ter Renata Borgue Nepomuceno, together with 

a significant number of the faithful, received 

the mandate as Extraordinary Ministers of the 

Eucharist, during the Eucharistic Liturgy cele-

brated by the Regional Bishop, His Excellency 

Carlos Silva, and by the parish priest, Dom 

Edemilson. During the homily, the Bishop addressed the new members, “From now 

on, you will be the ‘bearers of Christ,  new living shrines,’ following the example of 
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Mary, who visited her cousin Elizabeth and brought with her, Jesus. This is how you 

will have to actively operate in the pastoral care of the Santa Croce Parish of Itabera-

ba, which welcomed the first Maestre Pie, who came to Brazil for the foundation of 

this new mission.”  
 

Mater Misericordiae Region – Eritrea 
 

God’s Presence Comes Through His Messengers 

The sisters of Mater Misericordiae Region, Eritrea, with the blessings of the Lord, and 

in the light of the Holy Spirit arranged programs embracing the theme “A Light Still 

Shines.” “We are walking with the entire Institute in this important study preparing us 

for the 350th birthday of Saint Lucy” reports Sister Mebrak, regional superior. 

In every local house, the sisters are engaged in sharing, meditating, and living their 

daily life following the example of Saint Lucy, always attempting to be more faithful 

to our charism. 
 

December 25, 2021, was celebrated as a Com-

munity Day. (The Eritreans are still in the Sea-

son of Advent.) All the sisters from the local 

houses were present.  The day was initiated with 

prayer by the Regional Superior, Sister Mebrak. 

She spoke to the sisters of the coming anniver-

sary year and its importance.   

 

 

Questions were given for group discussion on consecrated life and vocation. “What 

are we doing and what we can do to better our lives?” 

The sisters actively participated in the group discussion and sharing. In presenting the 

reports of the groups, the sisters responded with these repeated concrete resolutions:  

1. To be strong and vigilant in our prayer 

2. To be faithful and grateful for our call 

3. Share the life of Saint Lucy with the youth, women in the parish, and with the 

families. 
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The sisters concluded their day thanking the Lord for the beauty and joy of being to-

gether. It helped renew their spirit, thanking one another and appreciating the good 

works of Sister Mebrak, regional superior.  

 

Queen of Peace Region – India 

 
              Entrance into Novitiate 

 

On December 3, 2021, the day the Church honors Saint Francis Xavier,  one of the 

greatest Missionary Saints to India, the Queen of Peace Region had the joy of welcom-

ing five young Postulants into the Novi-

tiate. Ekka Elizabeth, Lakra Birma, 

Soreng Molina, Subhithra Subera Anto-

ny, and Nandasingh Pikasini,  after hav-

ing persevered in their initial formation 

and Postulancy,   made their entrance 

into the Novitiate during the Eucharistic 

Adoration. Sister Maria Xavier, Region-

al Superior, received them in the pres-

ence of the community who gathered at 

Saint Lucy Convent, Janampet for this 

joyous event.  

 

Sister Maria Xavier congratulated the new postulants for their willingness to respond 

to the call of the Lord and for their desire to want to live the way of life of the Reli-

gious Teachers Filippini.  She encouraged them saying, “We are mere clay jars con-

taining the treasure as Saint Paul reminds us. ‘Our strength comes from God’s sus-

taining power.’ Like Saint Lucy Filippini and Saint Francis Xavier, we must be ready 

and willing to spread the love of God to every cor-

ner of the earth and bring the whole world to the 

Lord.”  

 

The entire community thanked the Lord for the pre-

cious gift of these young women and for their desire 

to follow the Lord in the footsteps of Saint Lucy Fil-

ippini. They offered a prayer for their perseverance 

in their vocation and assured them of their sisterly 

support and guidance on this new journey. 
 

 

 
 


