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               Sister Antonietta Ciocca, MPF 

                

                   Riccia CB  February 1,  1935  

                   Rome   July 29,  2021  

 

 

Sister Antonietta Ciocca was born in Riccia CB on February 1, 1935. She 

entered the Pontifical Institute of the Maestre Pie Filippini on October 10, 

1951, and received the religious habit on September 14, 1952.  Her Perpetual 

Oblation took place on July 5, 1955. 

 

Sister Antonietta spent her years of initial formation in Italy. Shortly after her Oblation, she was 

assigned together with four other sisters to England,  Medstead, the Institute's new foundation that 

opened in August 1955. 

 

Beginnings are difficult, and so it was also for Sister Antonietta. She did not know the English 

language, their culture, and customs, nor the people to whom her service was directed. There were 

many tasks to be fulfilled and everything was foreign to her. One can imagine the great effort and 

challenge for her to adapt to this new situation, but she never lost heart. 

 

With steadfast faith and tireless dedication, Sister Antonietta plunged into everything that needed to 

be done: taking care of the elderly women who permanently reside in the house, shopping, cooking, 

following the maintenance of the garden, and the grooming of the vast gardens. Being the only 

driver on site, she guided and accompanied the sisters. All this was accomplished in silence, with 

love, and never a complaint. Thus she practiced the following of Christ intensely, a demanding 

journey for a daughter of Saint Lucy Filippini, one who wanted her sisters to be women of prayer 

and sacrifice. From prayer, Sister Antonietta drew the strength to generously follow the Lord. Her 

parish apostolate and her testimony of life were inspiring in the communities of England, where she 

is still remembered with affection and admiration. 

 

In 2011, struck by an illness that made her immobile, Sister Antonietta was welcomed to Rome in 

Volto Santo, and with an iron will, the support of the community, and above all relying on divine 

help, was able to resume movements,  regaining a fair amount of self-sufficiency. 

 

Always grateful and smiling, she lived with serenity the ten years spent in Volto Santo, cultivating 

an interest in reading, keeping herself updated on current events, dedicating herself to small gestures 

of solidarity, and lending support to the sick sisters, always bearing witness to the love for the 

Bridegroom present in her life. 

 

Unexpectedly, on July 29, 2021, the Lord called her to himself to reward her for the good done on 

this earth and offered her the crown of glory earned through her many good works and years of 

suffering. 

 

Sister Antonietta Ciocca's mortal body rests in the Institute tomb in the cemetery of Anzio RM. 
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          Suor  Rosetta Lombardi, MPF 

 

        Vastogirardi-Pagliarone CB    November  24, 1945 

                     Rome          July 30,  2021 

 

 

Sister Rosetta Lombardi, born in Vastogirardi-Pagliarone CB on November 

24, 1945, entered the Institute of the Maestre Pie Filippini on March 13, 1960. 

She received her religious habit on December 8, 1962, and made her Perpetual 

Oblation on August 29, 1965. 

 

Sister Rosetta served as a primary school teacher and catechist in Rome - Via Sangemini, Rome - 

Via Trevignano Romano, Scurcola Marsicana AQ, Nettuno RM, Rome - Largo S. Lucia Filippini. 

Sister Rosetta exhibited a rich, solid, and strong-willed personality.  This was manifested in her 

involvement in many activities, that with an ever-young enthusiasm, a spirit of sacrifice, and a 

strong sense of responsibility was pointed at the people to whom she served: children and adults, 

sisters, and the many people she encountered. Sister Rosetta's fields of activity included the school, 

community, parish,  and also various hospitals.     

 

Remembered as a tireless apostle, she had formed a group of adults whom she animated, and weekly 

with a depth of faith, they gathered for Lectio Divina.  In the school, her role included the teacher, 

the catechist, and the director of various performances. Her strong love for her students revealed 

itself in her efforts to motivate them to be the very best they could be, prepared them for life, and 

never spared dedicating attention to the weakest.  At times, some students did not positively accept 

her tenacity, but over time everyone appreciated her value and recognized the merit in their training. 

 

In community, Sister Rosetta was often the animator of beautiful liturgies and celebrations for 

various occasions, always with appropriate spiritual and technical preparation, and she made use of 

the most suitable means available. To carry out these various initiatives, she was willing to reduce 

her time of rest without absenting herself from community commitments. She was seen several times 

at prayer after dinner to recover the often unavoidable absences. 

 

Visiting the sick sisters became a duty she imposed upon herself. Caring and attentive, she especially 

visited those residing in Volto Santo, listening and encouraging them in their moments of struggle.       

An important note is Sister Rosetta's passionate devotion to the Heavenly Mother whom she honored 

in a thousand expressive forms and conveyed this love to all her students, at school as well as in the 

parish. "To Mary, Icon of the Trinity, First Fruits of a New Humanity" is the title of her thesis at the 

end of her course of study, a book that is the result of scrupulous research and rich documentation. 

In writing this work, her goal was to spread devotion to the Holy Mother of God. 

 

In her last year, she bravely struggled intensely to recover from an illness that slowly attacked and 

compromised her entire body. Forced to surrender, she opened herself to the Will of God with 

docility. 

 

She completed her earthly journey on July 30, 2021. With certainty, the Lord received her with an 

eternal embrace for a life lived with love and passion. 

 

Sister Rosetta Lombardi's mortal remains are buried in her family tomb in Denver, Colorado, USA, a 

desire of her family. 
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  Sister Rosa Rocchi, MPF 
  

         Piansano VT   June 25,  1946  

         Roma    July 30, 2021   

 

 

Sister Rosa Rocchi, was born in Piansano VT on June 25, 1946. The 

community was present in her town from the earliest days of its foundation, 

so from her childhood, she knew the Maestre Pie Filippini. On October 23, 

1958, she entered the Diocesan Institute in Montefiascone. On September 6, 

1964, she received both the religious habit and professed her Oblation, consecrating herself forever 

to the Lord.   
 

Sister Rosa was a teacher and catechist in various locations: Spoleto PG, Rome-Largo Santa Lucia 

Filippini, Avezzano AQ.  Having qualified in the state exam to be eligible to teach in the state 

schools, she taught in Capalbio GR, Tarquinia VT, and Manciano GR.  At Manciano she also 

assumed the role of local superior. 
 

During her stay in Manciano, the Bishop of the Diocese of Soana-Pitigliano-Orbetello appointed 

Sister Rosa the representative for USMI, on behalf of the religious of the Diocese. 

 

From October 2007 to August 2019, Sister Rosa accepted the responsibility for all the activity at 

Auxilium Christianorum  Pensione in Rome-Via Missori. After the General Chapter of 2019, she 

was appointed general treasurer and was transferred to the Generalate in Rome-Ottavia.  
 

Wherever Sister Rosa was assigned, she exercised her apostolic mission with simplicity, 

accompanied with a generous dedication and with a spirit of collaboration, joy, and great respect. 

A woman strong in faith, assiduous in prayer, faithful to her commitments of consecrated life, her 

good works, her every activity, magnified the Lord.  Sister Rosa cultivated a filial affection and 

devotion to Saint Lucy and  Cardinal Mark Anthony Barbarigo and often spoke of them with 

tenderness and enthusiasm. With a strong sense of belonging to the Institute, she labored with joy 

and love. It was obvious she considered this her spiritual family. 
 

With spontaneity and candor, Sister Rosa had the capability and dynamics to understand human 

relationships. To anyone who turned to her, she gave her time to listen, advise, comfort, and 

encourage. She was a humble, meek, and very welcoming person. Everyone could be at ease in her 

presence and appreciate her fraternal care and wisdom.  Her readiness and availability towards both 

lay colleagues and sisters in need were truly extraordinary. She intuitively grasped every need and 

intervened with solicitude even without the asking. 

 

With a fine artistic and creative sense in various areas, Sister Rosa pleasantly and skillfully 

accomplished her daily chores. With serenity and joy, she shared her talents and happily 

communicated what she learned through personal experience. To satisfy some requests and cheer 

those around her, she silently faced any discomfort or fatigue. Sister Rosa showed particular strength 

of mind and great courage especially during the months of her illness.  Before her hospitalization, as 

long as her strength allowed it, she continued to dedicate herself to the sisters and fulfilled her many 

commitments. 

Sister Rosa was silent in her suffering, accepting, and never complained.  Her declining health was 

accepted with serenity and hope, focusing on the glorious Cross of the Lord. Her earthly journey 

concluded abruptly on July 30, 2021. 
 

Sister Rosa Rocchi’s mortal remains rest in the family tomb in the cemetery of Piansano VT.    
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               Sister Felicia) Incoronata Pacella, MPF 

 

                     Muro Lucano PZ June 2,  1936     

                    Roma    August 10,  2021   

 

 

Sister (Felicia) Incoronata Pacella, was born in Muro Lucano PZ on  June 2, 

1936.  She entered the Pontifical Institute of the Maestre Pie Filippini on  

September 2, 1955,  received the religious habit on August 30, 1956, and 

completely dedicated herself to the Lord, offering her Perpetual Oblation on August 30, 1959. 

 

Sister Incoronata was missioned in various places, crossing the whole peninsula from north to south.  

She served as embroidery teacher  in Montemaggiore Belsito PA, and Imberido CO, and as an 

educator in the nursery school in Manciano GR, Piacenza, Pisa, Scandriglia RI, Varese, Otranto LE, 

and Bitonto BA. She also served the community as a local superior and ministered as a catechist in 

the parish.  

 

Faithful to the commitments of consecration, Sister Incoronata was a woman of prayer, devoted to 

the Virgin Mary and to her saintly fellow citizen, San Gerardo Maiella, whom she admired and tried 

to imitate with absolute fidelity to the Lord Jesus.     

 

Sister Incoronata, selfless and humble, and with her disarming smile always managed to restore 

harmony. If any sister was found in difficulty, she intervened promptly,  helping to overcome the 

obstacle and  regain confidence. 

 

Welcoming and friendly with children and adults alike, she knew how to listen and advise with 

discretion. Her patience with both the children and the teachers was amazing. She always managed 

to reconcile and restore serenity and peace when there was discord and arguments among parents. 

 

Although possessing decisive, strong traits and appearing very reserved,  Sister Incoronata hid 

behind a great and sensitive heart, capable of perceiving and calming many situations with true 

delicacy. 

 

She loved the Institute and gave herself in serving the sisters, first of all, her sister, Sister Antonietta, 

a Maestra Pia, who temporarily was in dire need of assistance, attention, and care. At one point, 

Sister Incoronata was transferred for health reasons to Volto Santo. Here, too, she treated each of her 

sisters with the same kindness. She was prompt to respond to any need, even when it was not 

requested. 

 

To be more helpful to the sick, Sister Incoronata underwent surgery that shortly marked the end of 

her earthly life on August 10, 2021.  Now from Heaven,  she will intercede and ask protection for 

each of us. 

 

Sister Incoronata Pacella’s mortal remains are buried in the tomb of the Institute, in the cemetery of 

Anzio RM. 
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               Sister   Iolanda Guido, MPF 

     S. Sofia d’Epiro CS February 4, 1935  

   Rome    September 7, 2021  

 

 

Sister Iolanda Guido was born on February 4, 1935, in S. Sofia d’Epiro CS, 

an attractive town built over the centuries by a population of Albanian 

origin; she entered the Institute on February 4, 1950, received the religious 

habit of the Maestra Pia Filippini on September 15, 1951, and consecrated 

herself totally to the Lord on September 12, 1954, the day of her final profession. 

 

Sister Iolanda exercised her apostolic ministry as a catechist, kindergarten teacher, and was assistant 

to the secondary school secretary in various communities.   Her apostolic activity began and ended 

in Pescara. She also ministered in Padula SA,   Rome-Via Trevignano Romano, in Scurcola 

Marsicana AQ, and spent thirty years in Basel (Switzerland).  She was among the first three sisters 

to be missioned in Berat,  Albania.      

    

Summarizing the life of Sister Iolanda in a few words is a difficult task. Her presence was one of 

simplicity, freshness and joy, service and love, light and celebration. This is the spirit she permeated 

in every religious, ecclesial, and scholastic community where she was assigned.  She accepted every 

assignment as God speaking to her through her superiors.  In God’s Will, she found her peace. 

 

Similar to Saint Lucy, she offered and placed the talents she received at the service of her sisters in 

community and the families and children entrusted to her care. She was an authentic missionary, 

attentive to the voice of the Divine Master, a true and faithful daughter of Saint Lucy Filippini.  

 

Sister Iolanda had a smile and good word for everyone. She possessed the ability to read the hearts 

of people with preoccupation, and also those pleading for help in moments of fear and loneliness.  

Just the look on their faces alerted her to reach out to them.   Her hands and heart were open to 

welcome,  to share, and to uplift others.  Young people looked up to her especially in moments of 

despair.  

 

In every community, whether in Italy, Switzerland, or Albania, she extended herself to the poor, the 

weak, and the sick. She was understanding and sympathetic to the emigrants.  With fraternal prayer, 

she encouraged, reassured, and gave them peace of mind. In her life’s journey, she had no other goal 

than to look at each person she met through the light of faith and love, a true child of God. 

 

In 2018, a gradual deterioration of her health warranted that she be assigned to Volto Santo where 

she still maintained her spirit of availability and assisted wherever she was needed.  On September 7, 

2021, the Lord called her to Himself to offer her the crown of glory for a life lived in His name. 

 

Sister Iolanda Guido’s mortal remains rest in the tomb of the Institute, in the cemetery of Anzio RM.  
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 Sister Gabriella Longobardi, MPF 

 Napoli  November 18,  1948 

 Rome  September 13,  2021  

 
Sister Gabriella Longobardi, born in Napoli on November 18, 1948, entered 

the Institute on November 17, 1979, received the religious habit of the 

Maestra Pia Filippini on October 18, 1980, made her Temporary Oblation on 

January 13, 1983, and was consecrated to the Lord on August  30, 1987. 

 

After teaching a few years in the primary school, having obtained a Masters in Religious Sciences, 

she carried out her apostolic activity as a teacher of religion in middle and high schools.  She served 

in the communities of Napoli, Bitonto BA, Frascati RM, and  Nettuno RM. 

 

Sister Gabriella typically inherited the positive traits of the people of Napoli, her native place of 

birth. She was open, cordial, welcoming, and skilled in communicating with the youth in the school 

and stimulated them to be committed to study and research. In addition to this, Sister Gabriel 

acquired a great competence that allowed her to manage the various problems that her pupils 

presented. 

 

In the parish of Bitonto, with constancy and an evangelizing passion, she animated the youth group 

who so willingly involved themselves and participated in various scheduled meetings. 

 

In Nettuno, Sister Gabriella was a member of an ecumenical group chaired by the Pastor. At various 

times, with enthusiasm and deep conviction, she participated in the life of the ecclesial community. 

Having experienced extensive suffering in her life, Sister Gabriella was sympathetic and supportive 

to the sufferings of others; she had a sensitive, caring heart for people affected by unexpected deaths; 

she visited them often and comforted them in their faith. 

 

When Sister Gabriella was diagnosed with a malignant tumor, it was already at an advanced stage. 

This was the beginning of a challenging journey. Despite her acute pain, she continued to nourish 

hope and trust.  She did not lose her streak of good-natured irony and the serenity that sustained her.  

   

In the last months of her illness, she frequented the hospital.  While there, COVID added to its 

complications, and this called for a stretched stay.    Fortunately, after an extended stay, it was a 

blessing for her to return to Volto Santo where she was again among her religious family.  Under the 

supervision of experienced doctors during this terminal phase, she received the loving service of our 

sisters and the auxiliary staff. At the same time, her intense suffering prepared her to welcome the 

Lord’s call. 

 

On September 13, 2021, Sister Gabriella completed her journey.  Undoubtedly the road she traveled 

was accompanied and supported by Our Blessed Mother to whom she had a strong devotion.     

 

Sister Gabriella Longobardi’s mortal remains rest in the tomb of the Institute in the cemetery of 

Anzio RM. 
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             Sister Grace Zizza, MPF  
 

         Newark, NJ       January 28, 1934  

           Morristown NJ         October 4,  2021   

 

Sister Grace Zizza, died peacefully at the age of 85, on Monday, October 4, 

2021, in Saint  Joseph Home Healthcare Center at Villa Walsh, 

Morristown, New Jersey. 
  
Sister Grace Zizza was born in Newark, New Jersey on January 28, 1934. 

She was a graduate of Saint Francis Xavier School. She entered the 

Religious Teachers Filippini on June 1, 1952, received the Religious habit on  August 17, 1953, and 

made her Perpetual Oblation on August 26, 1956.  
 

Sister Grace was awarded an AA diploma from Villa Walsh Junior College and a BS degree from 

the University of Akron, Ohio. She majored in Elementary Education. Sister Grace noted of her 

early years, “My life rotated around the church and the Sisters in my parish, especially Sister 

Margherita Marchione. I had a wonderful family life being the youngest of eight children.”  
 

In her sixty-eight years of religious life, Sister Grace taught elementary grades in several schools in 

the Archdioceses of Hartford, Newark, and Philadelphia, and the Dioceses of: Cleveland, Hartford, 

Metuchen, Norwich, Ogdensburg, Pittsburgh, and Trenton. Additionally, Sister Grace was appointed 

convent Superior of Saint James, Trenton, New Jersey, Saint Mary of Mount Virgin, New 

Brunswick, New Jersey, and Saint Cecelia, Iselin, New Jersey.  
 

In 1991, Sister Grace was selected by her colleagues and honored by the Diocese of Metuchen in 

their Celebration of Excellence in Education. This award was in recognition of her dedication and 

contribution to Catholic education. After years of teaching, Sister Grace served as a librarian at Saint 

Cecelia School in Iselin. In 2012, Sister Grace retired to Saint Joseph Hall, Villa Walsh, Morristown, 

New Jersey. 
  
In her eulogy, Sister Catherine Iacouzze recalled, “Sister Grace had a special gift of touching the 

hearts of all her students, and they reciprocated the same love. She always went above and beyond 

to help her students succeed.” 
  
Sister Ascenza Tizzano, General Superior, wrote a letter of sympathy to the Sisters of the Province 

and stated, “While in active ministry, Sister Grace extended herself wholeheartedly to the people she 

served. Among Sister Grace’s gifts, one that emerges and that I admired was the warm welcome she 

shared with any visitor who entered Saint Joseph Hall.” Sister Laura Longo, former Superior of 

Saint Joseph Hall noted, “Sister Grace deeply esteemed the persons and services offered her. Every 

time, even for the most insignificant favor received, she would express her ‘Thank You.’”  
 

The Mass of Christian Burial for Sister Grace was held in Saint Lucy Chapel at Villa Walsh on 

Friday, October 8, 2021. In his homily, the Most Reverend Arthur J. Serratelli, Bishop Emeritus of 

Paterson, spoke these words: “The letter to the Hebrews tells us, we have no permanent home. We 

are travelers on our way to heaven. Sister Grace traveled this world, full of faith and love. True to 

her name, she graced others with her pleasant smile, kind words, and love for God’s creatures... Her 

death is the graduation for which her whole life wisely prepared her. Death came to Sister Grace, 

not to end her life, but to escort her to the eternal banquet that God has prepared for us.” May 

Sister Grace now rest in the peace of Christ, her beloved Spouse.  

Sister Grace Zizza’s mortal remains rest in the Ave Maria Cemetery at Villa Walsh, Morristown, 

New Jersey.  
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            Sister Bala Santhoshi Polishetti MPF 

 

                Rayapuram , TS, India     July 18, 1990     

          Janampet                              October 6, 2021 

 

Sister Bala Santhoshi Polishetti was born on July 18, 1990 in Rayapuram, 

Telangana State, India. She entered the Religious Teachers Filippini on 

June 12, 2005, and offered her Temporary Oblation on September 12, 

2011, and her final commitment, Perpetual Oblation, on April 19,  2018. 

 

Sister Santhoshi received her diploma in Youth Ministry at Christu Jyothi College in Bangalore in 

2012. She animated youth gatherings both in the parishes, villages and attended various local and 

national youth meetings. She attracted the youth with her mellow voice and joyful spirit.   She 

attained a Bachelor Degree in Philosophy with a high distinction in 2017 from Vijnananilayam, 

College of Philosophy and Religion at Janampet.  With her proficiency in the English language and 

multi-talented, she taught English, Liturgical hymns, dance, and many other activities to the young 

aspirants and the children in the schools and villages.  

 

Sister Santhoshi solemnized the liturgical celebrations with her angelic voice. So generous with the 

gifts that God gave her, they were put to good use both in the community and for the apostolate. 

Sensitive to the suffering, she listened attentively to their problems and presented them to the Lord 

in her spontaneous prayers. In visiting the families during Sunday ministry, she was likewise very 

attentive to the poor and the orphans and brought the knowledge of their needs to the community.  

She cultivated a strong, fervent devotion to Saint Lucy and Saint Joseph.  

 

Her name ‘Santhoshi’ means ‘happiness,’ and she lived up to that name until the last moment of her 

life.  What a joyful presence!  “Glory of God is man fully alive.”(St. Irenaeus)  This was very much 

true in her very short life.  Her spontaneity identified her; in all common gatherings, she surprised 

the community with unimaginable God-given gifts. She enjoyed everything she ensued and made 

others enjoy the same. Her innocence was that of a child, toward God and others. 

 

In April 2021, Sister Santhoshi was affected by Covid along with many other Sisters of the Regional 

House. Though she was recovered, she continued to suffer from pains and weakness in the body. 

The doctors could not identify her health problem. Then at the beginning of September, she was 

diagnosed with cancer which had already spread to all the vital organs of her body and had reached 

its last stage. Her deep faith in God gave her the strength to cling to God, and she lived with serenity 

one month of crucial pain and suffering, pouring it bit by bit into the chalice of the Lord. She 

courageously and calmly accepted every discomfort. At the same time, she comforted the sisters and 

her beloved parents who were assisting at her bedside both in the hospital and at the convent   When 

she had to depend on others for her various needs in her advanced illness, she humbly accepted 

every care given and was always grateful to the services rendered and thanked God even in her 

breathlessness.   

 

Receiving palliative care, she desired to return to the community. The following day, October 6, 

after receiving Holy Communion, she entered into the eternal union with her treasured Lord. Her 

beloved parents and her cousin Sister Jyothi Pasala MPF were with her in these final moments. The 

burial mass was celebrated on the feast of the Our Lady of the Rosary, whose litanies and songs she 

sang so devoutly in the community and at the Mariapuram Campus. 

 

Sister Santhoshi Polishetti’s mortal remains rest in the Cemetery at the Regional House in Janampet. 
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    Sister Raffaella De Paola, MPF 

 
      Teggiano SA   April 17, 1932 

      Rome      October 28, 2021 

 

 

Sister Raffaella De Paola, born in Teggiano SA on April 17, 1932, entered 

the Pontifical Institute of the Maestre Pie Filippini on November 14, 1953, 

received the religious habit on September 4, 1955, and consecrated herself 

totally to the Lord, offering her Oblation on August 31, 1958. 

 

Sister Raffaella extended her services in various communities and engaged in various 

responsibilities.  Everyone recalls her beautiful face always meek and serene, a characteristic that 

remained until the end of her life, despite being tried by disabling and progressive physical ailments.  

  

Gifted with a simple and collaborative nature, Sister Raffaella maintained a respectful, discreet, and 

gentle approach. Initially, as an educator in the kindergarten, and then serving as a receptionist, she 

always welcomed everyone with a gentle smile, parents and children, and teachers and pupils of the 

secondary school. When appropriate, she also comforted and encouraged them with words of faith. 

 

Sister Raffaella’s kindness and closeness to people were so appreciated. Everyone turned to her with 

confidence, requested her prayers, and listened to her advice far beyond her cultural background.  

 

Within the community, Sister Raffaella was ready to sacrifice and was generous towards the sisters 

who required her help. Because she was an expert driver, she offered herself with the utmost 

availability to the needs of the community. With great sensitivity and attention, she lovingly shared 

the knowledge she acquired through her family and in social fields.  Characterized by fraternal 

simplicity, she calmly expressed her opinion, shared her wisdom, and suggested practical ways to 

operate, all through her personal experiences. She faced her daily difficulties with humility and 

patience and made them the object of her prayer.  Particular attention was shown to the sick and 

suffering, Her charily extended to everyone, the sisters and lay people alike. 

 

Unexpectedly, at the end of the Eucharistic celebration, on the morning of October 28, 2021, the 

Lord called Sister Raffaella to himself to give her the joy and peace of His eternal kingdom. 

 

 Sister Raffaella De Paola’s mortal remains rest in the tomb of the Institute in the cemetery of  

Anzio, RM 
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          Sister Rosmunda Rohr, MPF  
 

                     Jersey City, NJ     October 30, 1925  

        Morristown NJ     October 31,  2021  

 

Sister Rosmunda Rohr died peacefully in Saint Joseph Home Healthcare 

Center on October 31, 2021, the day following her 96th birthday.   
 

Born in Jersey City, New Jersey, on October 30, 1925, Sister Rosmunda 

entered the Religious Teachers Filippini on June 2, 1940. She received her 

religious habit on August 31, 1941, and made her Perpetual Oblation on 

August 27, 1944. Sister Rosmunda earned her degree from Villa Walsh Normal School in 1947, and 

was also awarded a certificate and diploma in Religion.  
 

During her first 20 years of religious life, Sister Rosmunda served in the Archdioceses of Baltimore, 

Hartford, Newark, Ogdensburg, Providence, Scranton, and Trenton. Notably, she was among the 

founding Sisters at Saint Anne’s in New Britain, Connecticut.  
 

Born with the heart of a missionary, Sister Rosmunda was called to serve in England, Ireland, and 

Brazil. In 1962, she was one of the first five Filippini Sisters to open the mission in Sao Paulo, 

Brazil. Sister Rosmunda led the Brazilian Community, serving as Vice-Provincial Superior for ten 

years.  
 

Sister Ascenza Tizzano, General Superior, in her letter of consolation to the Province wrote, “With 

an exemplary spirit of obedience and detachment, Sister Rosmunda willingly accepted assignments 

in various countries: Brazil, two different times, England, and Ireland. Her love of community, her 

many good works and sacrifices, her joy in serving diverse peoples, and the lives she touched 

worldwide have earned her the admiration of the entire Institute.”  
 

The Sisters who lived with Sister Rosmunda in Brazil recalled, “Sister Rosmunda was a charitable 

Maestra, always attentive to the needs of the Sisters around her; she knew how to blend goodness 

and firmness; She exhibited motherly qualities, gentle, always concerned about the wellbeing of 

others. When serving as our Vice-Provincial, I remember her goodness, peacefulness, always 

serving, a woman of faith, and exemplary in carrying out her duties responsibly. She found great 

pleasure in doing good. Her presence will never be forgotten.”  
 

In 2010, after suffering a stroke, Sister Rosmunda returned to the United States. From her arrival 

until her death, she resided in Saint Joseph Hall. Throughout all these years she continued to be the 

compassionate Maestra filled with the spirit of Saint Lucy.  
 

A Mass of Christian Burial was held in Saint Lucy Chapel, on November 4, 2021. In his homily, the 

Most Reverend Arthur J. Serratelli noted, “Faithfully living the evangelical counsels of poverty, 

chastity, and obedience for 80 years as a Religious Teacher Filippini, Sister Rosmunda belonged to 

the Lord in her thoughts, deeds, and affections. Whether as a teacher or an administrator, whether 

in America, Ireland, England, or Brazil, she was a true missionary, bringing peace and joy into the 

lives of others. … In health and in sickness, Jesus remained always the Lord of her life. It is because 

Jesus in whom she believed, in whom she trusted, died and rose for us, even in our sadness at her 

passing, we have hope even in this moment. … For we do not belong to death. We belong to God in 

life, we belong to God in death. And so, we pray that Sister Rosmunda now enjoys the fullness of 

God’s life and love.”   
 

Sister Rosmunda Rohr’s mortal remains rest in the Ave Maria Cemetery at Villa Walsh, Morristown, 

New Jersey.  
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        Sister Josephine Ridolfo, MPF 

 

          Newark, NJ       February 18, 1929  

         Morristown NJ       November 2,  2021  

 

 

Sister Josephine Ridolfo, 92, died peacefully in Saint Joseph Home Healthcare  

Center, at Villa Walsh, Morristown, New Jersey, on Tuesday, November 2, 2021.  

 

Born in Montclair, New Jersey, on February 18, 1929, Sister Josephine entered the Religious 

Teachers Filippini on August 15, 1947. She received the Religious habit on September 5, 1948, and 

made her Perpetual Oblation on September 2, 1950.  

 

Sister Josephine studied Elementary Education, earning a BS degree from Catholic Teachers’ 

College in Providence, Rhode Island, and a MA from Seton Hall University in South Orange, New 

Jersey.  Sister Josephine ministered to the people of God wherever needed.  During her 73 years of 

religious life, she served as a classroom teacher, catechist, pastoral minister, Principal, and Director 

of Religious Education in nine Archdioceses: Brooklyn, Camden, Hartford, Newark, New York, 

Norwich, Providence, Scranton, and Trenton.   Additionally, Sister Josephine was appointed convent 

superior of Saint Bernadette, Brooklyn, New York, Saint Joseph, Lodi, New Jersey, and Paul VI, 

Haddonfield, New Jersey.  Due to declining health, Sister Josephine retired to Saint Joseph Hall in 

2017.  

Sister Marianne McCann, who lived with Sister Josephine at Paul VI Convent in Haddonfield for 

many years expressed these sentiments, “Wherever Sister Josephine ministered, she was a decisive 

leader, mentor, and a quiet pervasive presence.   We always knew her as a peaceful and prayerful 

religious woman. A keen observer of humanity and an avid reader, Sister Josephine was honest and 

direct when she had to be, but usually was quiet and private. She is remembered fondly.  

Parishioners speak often of her even though she has not been at Saint Joseph the Worker Parish 

since 2015.” 

 

In her letter of sympathy to the Sisters of the Province, Sister Ascenza Tizzano, General Superior, 

recalled Sister Josephine’s transition from living in a local convent to Saint Joseph Hall. “Such 

moves are challenging and daunting, and although Sister Josephine knew it was time to make this 

transition, it nevertheless required trust and stamina. When she entered her room at Saint Joseph 

Hall, captivated by this new space, gratitude immediately superseded the worries and concerns of 

this move, and an appreciation surfaced that has lingered through her four years at Saint Joseph 

Hall.  

 

The Mass of Christian Burial for Sister Josephine was held in Saint Lucy Chapel at Villa Walsh on 

November 8, 2021.  In his homily, the Most Reverend Arthur J. Serratelli, Bishop Emeritus of 

Paterson, New Jersey, observed, “On All Souls Day, the very day we commemorate all those who 

have died, Jesus who conquered death came to call Sister Josephine home to the fullness of life.  Her 

very passing away from us, so peacefully, was itself a sign of the peace she brought to others, and 

the eternal rest to which God has called her.  May Jesus whom she believed, hoped in and loved as 

Lord, now be the Savior who rescues her from the darkness of death and ushers her into the glorious 

light of God’s Presence.”  

 

Sister Josephine Ridolfo’s mortal remains rest in the Ave Maria Cemetery at Villa Walsh, 

Morristown, New Jersey.  
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       Sister Maria Iovine, MPF  

 
        Castelmauro CB      August 28, 1930 

        Rome          November 16, 2021 

 

 

Sister Maria Iovine, born in Castelmauro CB on August 28, 1930, entered 

the Pontifical Institute of the Maestre Pie Filippini on October 28, 1950, 

received the religious habit on September 14, 1952, and professed her Oblation on September 4, 

1955. 

 

Sister Maria's continuous and total willingness to move wherever the Lord directed her through the 

voice of the Superiors was truly admirable. Scrolling through the long list of the communities where 

she worked as a sewing and embroidery teacher for girls, and as a kindergarten teacher, these are the 

places where her gifts were shared:  Gallicano in Lazio RM, Casteldelgiudice CB, fraction of 

Balduina PD, Piacenza, Tarquinia VT, Roccamontepiano CH, San Salvo CH, Quadri AQ, Rome-Via 

Trevignano, Scurcola Marsicana AQ, Sulmona AQ, Nettuno RM, Avezzano AQ, Cave RM, Sala 

Consilina SA.  

 

In some of these communities, Sister Maria held the office of local Superior. In each place, she 

showed a generous spirit of adaptation and displayed a strong sense of belonging to the community.  

Before full retirement, she assisted as the doorkeeper. She also assisted in mending wardrobes for 

the sisters at Volto Santo and in the Generalate.  Her final residence concluded at the community of 

Rome-Via Sangemini (Monte Mario). 

 

With her calm, meek and respectful attitude, Sister Maria established positive relationships with her 

sisters and with people. She knew how to enlighten, instill encouragement, support, and correct. She 

was open to dialogue and very sociable. With a serene and smiling face, she had the ability and gift 

to involve children, young people, and adults in the educational and catechetical activities she 

promoted. 

 

Much of Sister Maria’s time was dedicated to prayer and reading. In a fraternal, humble, and sincere 

exchange, she loved sharing her reflections. A very skilled seamstress, she placed her talent at the 

disposal of the sisters and regretted if she occasionally did not satisfy their needs.  Although beset by 

physical pain, in a spirit of acceptance and patience, she never failed to participate in community 

commitments.  

 

In her last phase of life, Sister Maria’s suffering became more intense and demanded her to be 

hospitalized temporarily. Fortunately, she returned to Volto Santo where she was lovingly assisted 

by her younger sister, Sister Bianca, a missionary in Albania, and the sisters of the community. 

During these last days, she always maintained a beautiful spirit of peace and was a comfort and an 

example to those who surrounded her.  

 

The Lord called Sister Maria to himself, to offer her the gift of eternal joy and the bride's crown, on 

November 16, 2021. 

 

Sister Maria Iovine’s mortal remains rest in the tomb of the Institute, in the cemetery of Scurcola 

Marsicana AQ. 
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