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Dear Sisters,      
 

These past months have been filled with blessings upon blessings.  Among them, it is my 

joy in this communication to share with you the extraordinary experience of our audi-

ence with the Holy Father, a lifetime memory.   
 

How did this event originate?  My casual reply was “a great idea” to the desire of Don 

Marco Del Canuto, administrator of the Cathedral of Santa Margherita in Montefi-

ascone, who suggested we ask for an audience with Pope Francis to mark this anniver-

sary year.  Surprisingly, the next time I met with Don Marco he had the official letter 

prepared to request an audience; it was already signed by the bishops of both Montefi-

ascone and Tarquinia. Only my signature had yet to be placed on the letter. On the ex-

act day of Saint Lucy’s 350th Birthday, a positive response arrived from the Vatican.  It 

stated that the Holy Father would meet with us on Saturday, May 14, 2022, at noon, 

and we were permitted to invite 2500 guests, a number that later increased to 3000. 

What a gift from Saint Lucy on her 350th birthday! 
 

On the day itself, donned with our anniversary 

scarves, our ticket for entrance into Paul VI‘s Audi-

ence Hall, the excited crowd was in place by 10:30 

a.m.  Don Giosy Cento, a former Filippini student, 

known throughout Italy for his religious music and 

also a composer of many songs in honor of Saint Lu-

cy, led the gathering and stirred enthusiasm in antic-

ipation of the Holy Father’s entrance. Don  Giosy’s 

reflection, prayer, a procession of community flags 

and image of Saint Lucy, video songs and testimo-

nies in Saint Lucy’s honor, and in between, Don Gi-

osy’s interjecting cheers for the crowd to welcome 

Pope Francis, each added great momentum to this 

extraordinary event.  Without this introductory pro-

gram, the day would have lost some of its intensity.  
 

Suddenly, the program came to a halt, the stage was hurriedly cleared, a signal that 

the Holy Father was approaching; he was ahead of schedule.   
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Confined to a wheelchair, the Pope was rolled onto 

the stage. Roaring cheers and acclamations from 

the audience acknowledged Pope Francis’ en-

trance. He returned their greetings with a broad, 

permanent smile that only vanished when he spoke.  

His wheelchair paused at the image of Saint Lucy, 

the only personal item that remained on the stage, 

and Pope Francis acknowledged her presence.   

First Communicants from our parishes, dressed in 

their garb, occupied a front section of the Hall and 

they also received preferential recognition.      
 

Struggling to silence the cheers of the audience, I approached the microphone and re-

spected the directives to introduce the various groups in the audience and to keep it 

brief. (My script follows this letter.)  And then came the moment everyone was waiting 

for, Pope Francis’ address to the group. The beginning of his talk was directed to the 

Maestre Pie and then he spoke to the entire audience.  His message to us was very di-

rect and personal. How heartwarming to hear him speak of Saint Lucy!  (His script is 

included.)  When he addressed the entire group, intermittently he asked the assembly to 

repeat some phrases. Their immediate response to 

this, indicated that he captured their full attention.   
 

When he finished his address, I presented the Holy 

Father with a special ceramic flame, made by Silvia 

Pistolin, a ceramic teacher from our school in Li-

mina. I explained to Pope Francis that the flame 

symbolized our anniversary slogan, “A Light Still 

Shines.” This gift was accompanied by a generous 

monetary offering for the poor of the world in hon-

or of Saint Lucy. A selected group of fifteen was  

permitted to approach the Pope personally.  These included our Bishops, special mem-

bers of the clergy, public officials, and Maestre from the Administration.   
  

The ending came all too soon. The 

gathering received a special blessing 

from Pope Francis and before leav-

ing, he moved closer to the front of 

the stage and with continued warm 

expressions waved his farewell to 

everyone.  The crowd never stopped 

displaying their joy, affection, and 

excitement for this extraordinary ex-

perience and close encounter with 

Pope Francis.  
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Afterward, each group had different plans to celebrate the remaining part of the day in 

Rome.  The Maestre who accompanied these groups continue to share the sentiments 

of gratitude expressed by the people who attended.  
 

May special blessings continue to come our way as we move into the second half of 

this year of blessings.  
  

 Sincerely in the Lord,    

 
 Sister Ascenza Tizzano, MPF 
           Superior General  

Greeting  of Mother General to Pope Francis 
 

Holy Father, in my role as General Superior of 

the Maestre Pie Filippini, I have the privilege of 

expressing our deepest gratitude, which flows 

from each of our hearts for having granted us 

this precious time together. 
 

Our assembly, led by His Excellency Mon-

signor Lino Fumagalli, Bishop of the Diocese 

of Viterbo-Montefiascone, and by His Excel-

lency Monsignor Fabio Fabene, Secretary of the 

Congregation for the Causes of Saints, is made 

up of various representatives: Priests, civil and military authorities, families, lay peo-

ple who share our charism, Maestre Pie, teachers and students of our schools, Cate-

chists with the children they teach, many of the faithful who are devoted to Saint Lu-

cy, and friends of the Institute. 
 

For us gathered here, today's event marks a lifetime memorable experience. In this 

year of jubilee we have already been rich in spiritual gifts, and today, being able to 

share this time with you, Your Holiness, confirms that we have been truly blessed! 

Thank You! 
 

It is particularly significant that we have been able to meet and greet you during this 

three hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the birth of Saint Lucy Filippini. The entire 

history of our Institute, spanning over three centuries, has been characterized by the 

particular closeness and protection of the Holy See, and for this reason, we have the 

privilege of being called "Pontifical Institute of the Religious Teachers Filippini."  
 

In fact, in May of 1707, Pope Clement II,  recognizing the efficacy of Lucy’s mission, 

for the education of young women and girls, and the notable fame of the schools of 

Cardinal Mark  Antony Barbarigo in Montefiascone, summoned Lucy and asked her to 

open "schools" also in Rome. And this was just the beginning. 
 

Lucy wanted to be many Lucys, to spread God's love to every corner of the earth. 

Over the years, her dream has been fulfilled; today our educational mission extends to 

eight countries, faithful to the charism of our Founders. 



4 

 

 

Holy Father, there are many sentiments that we would like to share with you today, 

but we will limit ourselves to only expressing deep gratitude: 

 We thank you for inviting us to reflect on synodality: to experience a Church that 

embraces everyone, where every voice is welcomed. 

  You have guided us to the heart of the Gospel with your concrete example and 

constant remembrance of the poorest of our brothers and immigrants, whom so 

many Maestre Pie have educated in the countries of immigration. 

 You have invited us to listen to the cry of the earth, to take care of creation - a 

gift from God - which is our common home. 

 You have called us to be agents of peace and to walk together with all of our 

brothers and sisters. For this and more, we say, “thank you!” 
 

At this moment, we also join in your heartfelt prayer for peace, remembering above all 

the suffering people of Ukraine, Ethiopia, and many other nations not considered by 

the media. 
 

In each of our communities, a special prayer for you is raised daily. 
 

Saint Lucy Filippini, a disciple of the Word, absorbed in the contemplation of the 

Cross, transformed into the Eucharist, faithful to the Church, woman of her time and 

of our time, a light that still shines, guide us to the joyful announcement of the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ. 
 

May your Apostolic Blessing obtain this grace for us, Holy Father!  Thank you! 

 

Speech of Pope Francis to the Maestre Pie Filippini  

on the Occasion of the 350th Anniversary of the  

Birth of Saint Lucy Filippini 

Saturday, May 14, 2022 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, welcome! I offer my greet-
ings to the Sisters, Maestre Pie, the Mother General, 
and all of you, believers of the dioceses of Viterbo 
and Civitavecchia-Tarquinia, accompanied by your 
respective Bishops and priests. Heartfelt greetings al-
so to the Mayors and the other Authorities that are 
here. And to you, children of the First Communion! I 
share your joy for the 350th anniversary of Saint Lu-
cy Filippini's birth. This Jubilee Year is a precious 
time for each of you: it is like going back to the 
sources to draw new energy for the future; however, 
it is also an opportunity to thank the Lord and also to 
ask him to be channels of that same grace that Saint 

Lucy received and generously distributed to so many people. I would like to share 
with you two brief thoughts: one is more directly addressed to the Institute of the 
Maestre Pie Filippini; the other is for all of you, devotees of Saint Lucy.  
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Dear Maestre Pie, your mission is already challenging from the very beginning of 
your name, Maestre, which means 'teachers'. A teacher is the one who teaches. Never-
theless, a proverb says you don't teach what you know but what you are. We convey 
to others what we are inside. It is not enough to fill our heads with ideas, this is not 
educating; to educate is to convey life, and to be a teacher is to live a mission. On the 
other hand, if we make nice speeches, but life goes another way, we risk being just ac-
tors who play a part, but not educators. The example of your Foundress can help you 
live this mission.  
 

Saint Lucy is usually represented with the Crucifix in her hand or in the act of point-
ing at it. She knew how to teach so many people, first of all, because she did not cease 
to be a disciple of Jesus Master herself and to stand in front of his desk, that is the 
cross. She had God, who gives life, before her eyes and felt she was called to make 
life a gift; thus, she conveyed to others what she kept in her heart: not sermons, not 
theories, but contents and life, contents of life. Her educational mission was nothing 
but her mystical experience.  
 

Dear sisters, all this reminds us that we cannot be satisfied with “teaching” Jesus; Je-
sus, first of all, testifies to himself; this is how faith is conveyed; God is communicat-
ed only if he dwells in our life, if he fills our affections, if he unites our thoughts and 
inspires our actions. And what is the proof of this? Our openness to others: those who 
know the Lord, do not shut themselves up in the sacristy, but live to serve, not caring 
where or what they are asked to do. Living to serve, because service is the great teach-
ing of the Master, who came to serve and not to be served (cf. Mk 10:45).  
 

We often talk about the difficulties of religious life, the lack of vocations, etc. I would 
like to give you a piece of advice, that will not be the immediate solution to these 
problems, but the main way to deal with them: we are not meant to "put ourselves in 
the center ”, as if we were the protagonists; we are called first of all to remove our-
selves from the center, which belongs to him, to live consecration as a call to service. 
This is what allows Jesus to act in us as he wishes and to teach us to overcome resig-
nation and wistfulness, to interpret our complex age, and to courageously take new 
paths according to the times. It will be good for you to remember the image of Saint 
Lucy with the Crucifix in her hand: not to us, but to Him belongs the center; and we 
will be good teachers if we remain disciples, called every day to serve, with joy!  
 

A second thought addressed to all of you who celebrate Saint Lucy Filippini. This 
woman had a secret: she lived with constant trust in God, because "He cannot cease to 
be a father to me." - she said- I would like to repeat these words to you: He cannot 
cease to be a father to me.  

Often, in life, we worry because we have to leave so many things: some certainties, 
the years of youth, a little health, perhaps loved ones, and so on ... Well, if in life there 
are people and things that sooner or later we must leave, there is a presence that we 
will never leave, a fundamental certainty that will always accompany us and that 
nothing and no one can ever erase: God cannot cease to be my father. This is beauti-
ful! Shall we all repeat it together? God cannot cease to be a father to me. One more  
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time, louder: God cannot cease to be a father to me. Carry this thought in your heart. 
Everything can fail, but not God's tenderness.  
 

Let us always remember it, especially in dark times: God never abandons us, because 
he cannot cease being a father to us. Let's repeat it together: God will not cease to be 
my father. We keep this good message in our hearts, which nourishes confidence. I 
wish you can announce it to those you meet, to rekindle hope in them too. It is so 
much needed today; It is a mission that concerns each of us. Good mission, therefore: 
I give all of you my blessings and I ask you, please, to pray for me. Thank you! 
 

 
 

 Sacred Heart Province, Italy 

Feast of Saint Lucy and Blessing of the 

Memorial Plaque - Tarquinia 
 

Sunday, May 15, 2022, marked another memorable event in the history of the Institute, 

the placing of a memorial plaque on the external wall of the home of Saint Lucy Filip-

pini in Tarquinia. 
 

The event began with Mass celebrated by His Excellency the Most Rev Gianrico Ruz-

za, the Bishop of the Diocese of Civitavecchia-Tarquinia. Present were priests from the 

neighboring parishes, the friars of the Monastery, civil authorities, the General and 

Provincial administrations, a representation of the sisters from the various houses of 

the Sacred Heart Province, parishioners, and many devotees of Saint Lucy who crowd-

ed Saint Francis Parish Church, the Church closest to the home of Saint Lucy.  
 

Mother General welcomed the assembly gathered and expressed her deep gratitude es-

pecially to His Excellency Ruzza and to Don Augusto Baldini who was responsible for 

coordinating this glorious event and also many other functions during this Jubilee year.   

The Bishop’s eloquent homily, the sanctuary lined with con-

celebrants, the floral arrangements, and the magnificent parish 

choir, each added to the solemnity of this Eucharistic celebra-

tion.  After Mass, the entire assembly processed to the front of  

Saint Lucy’s home accompanied by a festive band playing 

hymns honoring Saint Lucy.  The street was packed with on-

lookers from every angle as Bishop Ruzza solemnly prayed 

and blessed the com-

memorative plaque, a 

gift from the people 

of the town. It seemed 

all of Tarquinia was present to honor their 

saint. With the scent of incense that filled the 

clear air, the plaque was unveiled followed by 

thunderous applause from the crowd!    
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The Maestre Pie Filippini are grateful to Don 

Augusto Baldini who took the initiative for 

this project and are also thankful to all those 

who contributed funds for this memorable 

gift.  
 

After this ceremony, again the sisters and 

clergy were blessed with the gracious and 

generous hospitality of Renato Bacciardi, a 

dear friend of the Maestre Pie Filippini. 
  

    Sacred Heart Province Schools’ Competition  
 

Among the many events of the Institute and of the in-

dividual schools in honor of our Holy Foundress, dur-

ing this Jubilee Year, one was the competition ar-

ranged for all the schools of the Sacred Heart Prov-

ince, Italy.  The scope and aim of this project were to 

deepen the life, works, and charism of the "Holy 

Teacher" for students of all levels. The students, un-

der the guidance of their teachers, were asked to ex-

press their love and devotion to Saint Lucy in various 

forms: drawing, painting, writing poems, articles and 

prayers. Sister Petra Rocchi coordinated this event.  
 

The students responded enthusiastically to this initiative and participated willingly. 

When entering the schools you are immediately struck by the decorated walls and dis-

plays of the artistic works of the students who magnified Saint Lucy’s life.   
 

On June 13, 2022, the anniversary of Saint Lucy’s beatification, the four best works 

were awarded, one for each section; Kindergarten, Elementary, High School, and Col-

lege. The Prize winners were from the schools of Terracina, Nettuno, Rome, and Fras-

cati.  
 

The presence of Mother General, Sister Ascenza Tizzano, who distributed the prizes 
to the winners, brought a sense that the entire Institute was involved although the 
competition only involved the Sacred Heart Province in Italy.  The support and pres-
ence of Sister Virginia Iamele, Provincial Superior, and the Sisters of the Provincial 
Community, together with the parents of the children who received the awards, all 
gave greater significance to this endeavor to make Saint Lucy better known to a new 
generation. 

The "Torchlight Procession" … in the name of Saint Lucy! 

Montefiascone 

What sign could best express Lucy's tireless apostolic activity?  “To bring light, the 
light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ!” Don Marco Del Canuto, the Administrator of the 
Cathedral of Santa Margherita and Santa Flaviano Parish in Montefiascone strongly 
desired and coordinated a torchlight procession with the other city parishes. 
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Five hundred young people on a summer night in 

June participated in this endeavor.  A trail of light 

spread through the streets and square of Montefi-

ascone. The cheerful voices of the participants at-

tracted the attention of residents and tourists. The 

people they encountered along the way were 

forced to become intrigued with the trail of light 

stretching through the streets.  The participants 

made their passage through the Crypt where the 

remains of Saint Lucy rest and then the joyful and 

enthusiastic crowd of youth gathered silently in the 

Cathedral for prayer and listening. 
 

Reflections from His Excellency Fabio Fabene, Sis-

ter Giuseppina Cionco, and Don Marco who also 

took part in the torchlight procession, animated the 

assembly with various reflections on the Gospel and 

also the life of Saint Lucy.  The symbol of light car-

ried its strong message that the Light of Saint Lucy, 

the light of Christ, still fills the world. 

 

The “Infiorata” of Tarquinia 

 

Numerous initiatives have highlighted Lucy's holiness 

this year.  Among them in the square of the Municipality 

of Tarquinia, the designs of the floral decoration for the 

feast of Corpus Domini celebrated Lucy’s life and work, 

reminding passers-by: "Love God! ... Euntes Docete 

Verbum Domini!" 
 

The sisters were assisted by the youthful enthusiasm of 

the Franciscan Minor Friars of the Immaculate Concep-

tion, who joyfully made their artistic talent and passion 

available.   

 

   Saint Lucy Province  

        Opening of the Holy Door at Villa Walsh 

 

The Most Reverend Bishop Arthur J. Serratelli, Bishop Emeritus of 

the Diocese of Paterson, New Jersey, presided over the solemn bless-

ing of Saint Lucy Chapel Doors at Villa Walsh on April 9, 2022.  
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After the incensing of the doors, Sisters and friends 

of the Province proceeded to the Chapel Shrine in 

honor of Saint Lucy which the  Bishop also blessed.  
 

Bishop Serratelli highlighted the meaning of this oc-

casion.  Jesus opened the gates of Paradise for us.  

Psalm 18: “He is the door where the just enter…” On 

this 350th anniversary of the birth of St. Lucy, this 

door symbolizes Christ as the only way to enter a re-

lationship with God. Crossing the threshold showed 

our desire for that relationship. Entering the Chapel signified our desire for union with 

Christ.  The Bishop concluded, “May this year’s celebration inspire us to follow Lucy 

Filippini with zeal…patience… and most of all charity. In this way, we lead others to 

Jesus, to freedom, and to Heaven.” 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               MaterDivinae Grazie – Vice Province, Brazil 

                Jubilee of Saint Lucy Filippini, Miracatu, San Paolo 
 

A Triduumin honor of Saint Lucy Filippini was celebrated from 

April 21 to 23, at the Parish of Our Lady of Sorrows, Miracatu, San 

Paolo. They reflected on three themes: Lucy Filippini - missionary 

of love, educator of the faith, and promoter of the family and wom-

en. The Triduumwas prepared and guided by Sister Geralda Coe-

lho and the young women in formation. 
 

The Triduumconcluded with the solemn Eucharistic Liturgy, on 

Sunday, April 24, celebrated by the parish priest, Father Francis, a 

Redemptorist missionary. During the homily, Father Francis em-

phasized the educational and promotional work of Saint Lucy Filip-

pini, her missionary zeal, and her ardent desire to save souls for the Lord. 
 

The children of the “Luciane” Project sang hymns of Saint Lucy during  

the Holy Mass and the girls presented a liturgical dance in Thanksgiving. 
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Vice-Provincial Superior, Sister Maria Helena de Carvalho, the sisters from San Paolo, 

children and young people of the “Luciane” Project, parents, friends, and well-wishers 

of the city were present at this Eucharistic Celebration. A festive lunch was offered at 

the close of the celebration. 

 

    College of Saint Lucy Filippini - San Paolo 
 

The College of Saint Lucy also began their celebration of 

Saint Lucy with a Triduumstarting May 10. On the first day, 

the children together with their parents prayed the Luminous 

Mysteries of the rosary and on the second day a theatrical 

presentation of the significant moments in the life of Saint Lu-

cy was presented. A solemn Eucharistic celebration in the Par-

ish of Santa Croce de Itaberaba concluded the Triduum. This 

Parish is where the first group of Religious Teachers were 

welcomed when they arrived in Brazil. The Liturgy was pre-

sided by His Excellency Carlos Lema, Auxiliary Bishop of 

Sao Paulo for Education, and Father Renato, the school's reli-

gious assistant concelebrated. 
 

In his homily, Bishop Carlos reaffirmed the importance of the 

Christian education of youth and encouraged the sisters to con-

tinue their mission which offers not only quality education, but 

also the human, religious and civil formation of young people. 

He recalled Saint Lucy as a missionary woman and educator of 

the faith and spoke of her love for the Lord. 
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The feast day in honor of Saint Lucy Filippini took place on May 14. During the day 

the pupils presented varied dances that represented the years (60, 70, 80, etc.) in which 

the school activities took place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vice-Provincial House, San Paolo - Jubilee of Saint Lucy Filippini 
 

On May 28, in the chapel of the Vice Provincial House “Mater Divinae Gratiae”, a 

solemn Eucharistic liturgy was celebrated in commemoration of the 350th anniversary 

of the birth of Saint Lucy Filippini and the 60th anni-

versary of the foundation of the Brazilian mission. 
 

The Eucharistic Liturgy was presided by His Excel-

lency Odilo Pedro Scherer, Archbishop of San Paolo, 

His Excellency Carlos Silva, Regional Bishop, and 

concelebrants Father Carlos Alves Ribeiro, and Fa-

ther Márcio da Silva Campos. During his homily, 

Archbishop Odilo stressed the importance of the edu-

cational mission and the fundamental role of Catholic 

education, espe-

cially in these 

times so devoid 

of human and Christian values. He recalled some 

passages from the life of Saint Lucy Filippini, her 

love for Jesus Crucified that translated into Lu-

cy’s desire to form and evangelize the girls of the 

poor, future mothers, through whom the family 

would become a reference point of Christian val-

ues for society.  He also encouraged the sisters to 

continue this great mission, despite the difficul-

ties and challenges.  
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Later, Bishop Carlos addressed the community, recalling the words of Pope Francis: 

"Consecrated life is called to look at the past with gratitude, the present with passion, 

and the future with hope, always cultivating the joy of serving the Lord in the person of 

the brothers and sisters”.  
 

Present were the sisters of San Paolo, parishioners, friends, benefactors, and the mem-

bers of the Social Project for the elderly "Joy of Living Together." The refreshments 

that followed were offered, in an atmosphere of joy and gratitude 
 

     Mission in the Basic Ecclesial Community  

                “Saint Lucy Filippini”  

               Barra Mansa, Rio de Janeiro 
 

Sister Ione Honoria de Souza participated in the novena in 

preparation for the Jubilee of Saint Lucy in the city of Barra 

Mansa, Rio de Janeiro, which venerates Saint Lucy. 
 

The Jubilee celebrations were preceded by a Novena prepared 

with prayers and concrete gestures of solidarity towards the 

poorest. Each day of the novena, a family gathered with other 

neighbors to pray the Word of the Day referencing examples 

from the life of Saint Lucy. 
 

At the end of the novena, the solemn Eucharistic Liturgy was celebrated by His Excel-

lency, Luiz Henrique, Bishop of the Diocese of Barra do Piraí, and Volta Redonda, RJ, 

and concelebrated by Father Wilson Feitosa, SVD, and Deacon Antonio Magno.  

In his homily, Archbishop Luiz Henrique affirmed that he had heard much about Saint 

Lucy Filippini and of the many miracles re-

ceived through her intercession. The Bishop 

stressed that Lucy's charism is still very relevant 

today and her daughters continue her work of 

promoting women, evangelization, catechesis, 

attention to the sick, the poor, and the human 

and Christian formation of youth. Lucy had an 

open and prophetic mind! Saints always look to 

the future with the gaze of God!” 

 

Saint Lucy Filippini’s 350th Birth 

Celebrated at the National Sanctuary of Our Lady of Aparecida 
 

Among the many celebrations held in the Vice-Province of 

Mater Divinae Gratiae during this Jubilee Year, the pilgrimage 

to the National Shrine of Our Lady of Aparecida leaves an in-

delible mark!  The solemn celebration of the Liturgy was pre-

sided by the Archbishop of Aparecida, His Excellency Orlando 

Brandes, the sisters’ chaplain Father Marcio Campos, and 

many other priests from the different states of Brazil. 
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Archbishop Orlando’s homily captured the many aspects 

of Saint Lucy’s life. He described the basis of her spiritu-

ality: Bethlehem, the cross, the tabernacle, and Mary. He 

explained that Lucy, a woman of deep prayer, out of love 

for Jesus gave her life fully to the Christian education of 

youth, women, and families.  Praising the sisters, he  

commended them stating,  “The beauty of this Congrega-

tion is that they minister beyond the educational aposto-

late, including involvement in catechesis in the parishes.   

We pray to Saint Lucy and ask the 

Lord to send them vocations so 

that the Religious Teachers may 

continue to spread their Charism 

that even attracting the Pope who 

called Saint Lucy to found schools 

in Rome, to assist poor girls, 

evangelize, and prepare them for 

their future.” 
 

The group of over one thousand who shared in this special event included clergy, sis-

ters, teachers, students, friends, those who assist in the “Luciane” Project, the members 

of the “Joy of Living Together,” and a group from the Saint Lucy Filippini Community 

of Barra Mansa, Rio de Janeiro. Everyone experienced deep moments of prayer, spir-

itual emotion, and thanksgiving to the Lord for the gift of Saint Lucy. It was indeed a 

meaningful celebration and a day that will be recalled over and over again.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mater Christi Region  -  Medstead, England 
 

The community of Mater Christi Region, England, began their Annual Study Program 

on Saint Lucy Filippini at the end of July 2021.  Franciscan, Father Saju Pinakkatu in-

troduced this program during the sisters’ annual retreat. He stressed the importance of 

continually reflecting on Saint Lucy’s life and attributes for our ongoing spiritual for-

mation so that we can live her charism, and share her spirit and joy with others. 
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During the pursuing months, the sisters re-read different 

texts of Saint Lucy and discussed frequently her spirituality, 

charism, hospitality, suffering, leadership, and teaching. It 

was noted that Saint Lucy weaved her love for God in all 

that she did. She lived her life in the context of a culture of 

prayer. 
 

During January 2022, the month of Saint Lucy’s birthday, 

the sisters were blessed to have the Mass of Saint Lucy cele-

brated once by the Parish Priest, Father James Carling, and 

again by Father Saju. 
 

In February, the community invited a small group of women 

to the convent to recite the rosary and followed this with a Communion Service. Dur-

ing lunch, the sisters shared details of the life of Saint Lucy, and the women were gift-

ed with a book of her life before leaving. 
 

Books of Saint Lucy were also distributed to other friends, 

some Catholic and some of the other Christian faiths. Friends 

were invited to write anything that inspired them about Saint 

Lucy’s life and to share their reflections with others. 
 

The Sisters, too, have written reflections based on the five 

points of this year’s study program. In May, at the end of the 

Triduum, Father Saju again celebrated Saint Lucy’s Mass and 

spoke of her faith and love for the Church. 
 

Saint Lucy has blessed our small community in many ways, 

especially with the growing nursery which is OFSTED ap-

proved. Some families from the nursery have begun to attend 

Sunday Mass in our main Chapel. 
 

In Medstead, Saint Lucy Filippini is a Light that still shines!     

   

      Good News from “Single Steps Nursery”  
 

Sister Mary Mancham, MPF is a fully qualified staff 

member for Early Childhood Care.  She is energetic, joy-

ful, and skilled in her role at “Single Steps Nursery.” 

Her colleagues voted her as Teacher of the Month and 

OFSTED (Office of Standards for Education) recognized 

Sister Mary as outstanding! 
 

Congratulations, Sister Mary Mancham!   
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    Misericordiae Region – Eritrea 

   Honors Saint Lucy 
 

The sisters of the Mater Misericordiae Region, Asmara, 

planned a joyful celebration for the feast of Saint Lucy Filip-

pini. During the novena and within their solemn celebration 

the living and deceased members of the Institute were re-

membered in a special way.  
 

With extraordinary creativity, the Junior Sisters decorated the 

house and composed songs in honor of Saint Lucy, songs that 

gave added festivity to their Liturgical celebration. 
 

Sister Mebrak, regional superior, stated that the celebrant, 

when speaking of Saint Lucy during the Solemn Eucharistic 

Liturgy touched their hearts.  All the invitees, including the 

former teachers of the school, were very much impressed by the meaningful celebra-

tion and the drama performed by the young sisters on the life of Saint Lucy.  

                               

   Closing of the Marian Month - May 31, 2022 
 

After a few years of interruption, the community of Rome-Via 

Sangemini, Monte Mario, encouraged by the enthusiasm of sis-

ters Sister Lemlem of Eritrea and Sister Mary Ambica of India, 

restored the beautiful custom of concluding the Marian month 

solemnly, recalling a tradition of past years when the school was 

still operative. 
 

The community, together with the chaplain, collaborators, and 

other guests, gathered in front of the grotto of the Blessed Virgin 

of Lourdes.  The space was decorated with flowers and lights and 

even the sisters who were unable to attend outdoors were able to 

view this from a nearby location. 
 

Gathered before the Immaculate Conception, the small assembly prayed the Rosary, 

accompanied by songs chosen for each Mystery. To give a voice to the whole Church, 

in a synodal spirit, each decade was prayed in a different language to include the vari-

ous nationalities present, Italian, Tigrinya, Polish and Indian.  
 

In an atmosphere of deep recollection, there was a lively awareness of being spiritually 

united with Pope Francis who, at the same time, was praying for peace in the world in 

the Basilica of Santa Maria Maggiore, with the participation of many of the faithful. 

The perception of the living presence of Mary was intense for everyone. Those who at-

tended were emotionally involved and expressed deep gratitude to the community for 

this commendable initiative.  A fraternal gathering followed this inspirational ceremo-

ny. 
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                       Queen of Peace Region – India 

   Perpetual Oblation 

 

“Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, for His Love endures forever.” 

 

The Lord continues to call and conse-

crate people to labor in his vineyard. Re-

sponding to this call and expressing their 

willingness to live the Charism of Saint 

Lucy Filippini, the three fifth-year Junior 

Sisters of the Queen of Peace Region, 

India; Sister Karsihma Kerketta, Sister 

Saritha Goli, and Sister Swathi Gera, 

made their Perpetual Oblation on June 

11, 2022.  
 

His Excellency Most Rev. Jaya Rao Po-

limera presided over the Eucharistic Liturgy together with the priests from the Maria-

puram Campus.  The Bishop encouraged the young professed sisters, to be faithful to 

the Lord all their lifelong, even in moments most difficult and challenging.  He further 

recommended that the parents of the sisters sustain their daughters through prayer and 

right living.  Religious from various formation houses, family members and well-

wishers were among those present to share the joy of their total commitment and to 

pray for them.  
 

Mother General, Sister Ascenza Tizzano, in her greeting congratulated the sisters and 

welcomed them as permanent members of the Filippini Family.  
 

The Queen of Peace Region thanks the Lord for the gift of Sister Karsihma, Sister 

Saritha, and Sister Swathi, and for their willingness to commit themselves to the Lord.  

They pray for their perseverance in their vocation and that many more young women 

experience the joy of belonging to the Lord.   

 

 


